Report for Parish Council July 2022
TREE PROJECT
Progress this month:
· NCC Climate Action Fund granted £2200 for the development of the native tree linear arboretum. This included conditions
· Funds must be used within August 2022 and August 2023
· Must provide receipts and evidence of ‘best value’ purchase choices
· Must provide measurement of success as per application
· OCG funding and donations from local residents have been made to the Tree Project
· Governance – as Project Manager reports to Parish Council, reports are discussed at public meetings and  loaded onto Parish Council website, suggest this is sufficient governance
· 12 CPRE members were taken on a guided walk along the proposed southern route of the native tree linear arboretum. Lots of sensible questions raised. Contacts obtained for future newsletter updates. Agreement to have a CPRE tree maintenance day in October 2022 to help Ovington Tree Project
· Sourced an appropriate measure tool for carbon sequestration of the project. By using this tool we can state the carbon sequestrated if someone chooses to donate for a specific number of trees. We can also use this tool to measure success for grant providers. Have approached a high school to see if they want to be involved in the maths for this. Volunteers welcome to manage measurement.
· Tree order scrutinised by NCC Ecologist to ensure specie selection appropriate for this long term project. Adjustments were made to ensure ‘right tree/right place’.
· Local residents have provided a small number of tree saplings.  NOTE: Sycamore, Horse and Sweet Chestnut are not native species. The Ecologist suggested that these trees, although present in the UK for 400+ years, should only be planted near habitation. True native species must form the linear arboretum. This may mean that future donations of trees will need to be checked to ensure native species are planted.
· Revised order for trees placed with Woodland Trust – have asked for an invoice
· We are now responsible for reporting to external bodies and I have commitments to provide updates. Propose to provide information to load onto parish council website to enable Parish Clerk and parish councillors to act should Project Manager be unavailable.

Report for Parish Council June 2022
· Meeting with Ovingham First School to plan Autumn term activities incorporating the linear arboretum, trees and local ecosystems
· Agreement among PC members to arrange an Open Day event in the autumn to include Tree Project, Climate Advisory Group, plans for wildflower gardens, and to involve local groups such as Whittle Dene CIC and Ovingham Orchard. Aim being to inform, generate ideas and gain support for further activity.
· Submitted order to Woodland Trust for November 2022 planting. Woodland Trust have had budget cuts. They can only fund 420 trees for planting 2022/20223.  We can still order more from their shop, but will have to pay for them. A bit setback --- especially as i have gained agreement from various landowners for three new long hedgerows, two copses and also additional stand-alone trees (total order I had requested from Woodland Trust was 4200). Both local schools are on board and keen to be involved and i have also gained interest from Hexham schools and CPRE to help with planting. Rather than postpone plans and risk landowners reconsidering planting in future years, OCG very kindly agreed last night to help with fundraising. 
· Confirmed November 2022 with Tyne Rivers Trust for river Tyne planting and new hedgerow
Report for Parish Council May2022
TREE PROJECT
Progress this month:
· Met with Whittle Dene CIC – they are progressing with land purchase. They have plans for a nature walk, restoring ancient meadows and generating wider interest in heritage woodland crafts. They very much want to link to our linear arboretum idea. Explained this is a long term project, with arboretum launch likely 2024. We first need to plant more trees, create work with local schools and community and generate funds for interpretation boards. A Whittle Dene CIC member is a professional sound recordist and has offered to assist with recording birds, children reciting wildlife poetry and local residents talking about vivid memories of Whittle Dene, Ferry Landing, and village life.  Whittle Dene CIC keen to be involved in the ‘launch’ of the arboretum and are planning how to deliver something unique for 2024.
· Discovered our PC Chairman is an expert on creating QR codes and supporting websites. Will be able to assist with interpretation boards.
· Ovingham Schools are organising fruit tree planting for the autumn term. They have sourced their own trees. Are very interested in involvement with River Tyne Willow planting and incorporating developments into their curriculum. Woodland Trust are providing educational support for the schools and a designated teacher is the contact for the activity (Miss Caitlin Kendall).
· Found owner of land between Ovingham Schools and Ferry Landing. Owner has provided permission to plant a new hedgerow along southern field boundary, willow trees next to footpath and willow pegs to reinforce the riverbank to reduce propensity to flooding. 
· Information on above relayed to Tyne Rivers Trust who have agreed to provide expertise and manpower to plant willow pegs and willow trees, plus join volunteers to plant hedgerow. Tyne Rivers Trust would like a donation of £300 to cover costs of manpower (5/6 people) and vehicle use for one day’s work.
· Spoke to owner of The Alders, outlined the proposed linear arboretum and tree planting along the Tyne. She was concerned about impact on river flow on her land. Gained written reassurance from Tyne Rivers Trust that the proposed willow planting will not impact on land at The Alders.
· Saturday 20th May --- Plant sale to raise funds for tree project – raised £83
· Sunday 21st May – Tree maintenance afternoon for Coal Lane and St Andrews Lane – 5 volunteers attended plus project manager to clear weeds and place bark chipping mulch around trees.
· Contacted by Northern Forest Partnership -- they asked how plans were developing and how trees being resourced. Explained Woodland Trust are being very supportive and have provided majority of trees, plus encouraged a bulk order by end of May 2022 for autumn planting. Explained to them the linear arboretum idea and route. Northern Forest Partnership keen to help with marketing and launch and want to be kept in loop about plans.
· Contacted by Ponteland Action Group for the Environment – PAGE – arranged meeting. At meeting relayed how Ovington project got off the ground and ongoing plans. Provided key contacts and advice on how their group could focus on a unique wildlife habitat and create wildlife corridors.
· Started on draft of timeline and full project plan for the tree project. As other groups are interested in integrating with our linear arboretum --- the project plan is getting more complex. Details to be shared at next parish council meeting
· Did a joint walk with CPRE regional rep of the linear arboretum with explanations, contingency plans and H&S risks identified. Planning for July CPRE members’ walk.

	Report for Parish Council April 2022
TREE PROJECT
Progress this month:
· Northumberland CC delivered bark chippings. A small trailer load has been moved to the top of Coal Lane. 
· Tree maintenance event to be arranged for clearing overgrowth and using bark chippings as mulch
· CPRE – Campaign for Protection of Rural England – have contacted me after hearing about our tree planting project. They want to organise a Northumberland Group meeting of regional group leaders to walk the proposed linear arboretum and see where we wish to plant trees and those already planted. The aim being this will generate volunteers for autumn tree maintenance. Proposed Sat 15 Oct: CPRE Northumberland's Autumn Volunteering Day. 
· Contacted by Meldon Parish Council. They had heard about our project via NCC. Talked through how our project started and provided several different contacts for assistance. They are keen to keep in touch on our progress. Meldon are at early stages of forming a tree strategy.
· Planted memorial oak tree with help of local resident and a volunteer with a trailer to carry tools. Tree is c6feet tall– sited at end of St Andrews Lane near Whittle Dene. ‘Companion’ wild cherry tree next to the oak. Tree to be unmarked but regular patrol to ensure no vandalism and to provide water until established.

Report for Parish Council March 2022
TREE PROJECT
Progress this month:
· Still trying to trace landowners for fields adjacent to River Tyne and Whittle Dene
· First draft completed of map showing where tree planting has been made. Refinements ongoing
· As at 7th March, Woodland Trust have not delivered next batch of trees, although we have got planting areas sorted 
· One resident of Ovington has purchased a 6feet high oak tree in memory of a loved one --- to be planted soon
· Ovingham Parish Council chair informed of Ovington Tree Project
· I have chased Northumberland County Council Tree Officer for the promised bark chippings

Report for Parish Council February 2022
TREE PROJECT
Here are some bullet points on recent progress:
· Woodland Trust have agreed to source a block order of specific trees especially for Ovington parish if we get our order in by the summer.
· Woodland Trust are interested in expanding Whittle Dene to adjoining fields to enable succession planting. I am trying to find out who the landowners are.
· New sites for trees have been agreed with a landowner for the north of our parish.
· The landowner of the paddocks next to my house has agreed to plant a new 300 meter long hedge
· Tyne Rivers Trust have agreed to plant native willows to showcase the 9 British Species next to the River Tyne. Also they will plant 'willow pegs' to reinforce the river bank to encourage willow shrubs to reduce flood risk.
· Northumberland County Council have agreed to provide wood bark mulch for trees planted
· I have formally written to Ovingham CofE and Ovingham Middle schools to invite them to take part in our tree project
· Woodland Trust are delivering a small community pack of c150 tree seedlings at the end of this month.
· An Ovington resident is going to map the new planted trees from 2021 onwards using CAD software. This record will enable us to download a pdf. copy to attach to the Ovington Parish Website.
· An owner of a chalet in Whittle Dene has been identifying and recording ancient and notable trees in our parish
· I have contacted a mycologist at University of Birmingham to find out how to include beneficial fungi when planting trees. 
Report for Parish Council  January 2022
TREE PROJECT
Progress for January 2022 is outlined briefly below:
Tyne Rivers Trust
1. After walking a footpath along the river Tyne between Ferry Landing and Ovingham schools, TRT stated 50 Willow tree saplings could be planted. PC to source native willow representing each of the UK species - (male and female plants). These are likely to be bare root tree saplings sourced from the Woodland Trust. In addition, Ovington Parish Council will ask for 25 Willow pegs. The aim being to use these to reinforce an area of eroding river bank. Ovington Parish Council will also source sufficient appropriate native saplings to create a hedgerow along the field boundary alongside the footpath (likely to be c300 saplings). Hedgerow required by Tyne Rivers Trust to protect new trees and prevent pesticide/herbicide spray from entering the watercourse.  Landowner being consulted.
2. Tyne Rivers Trust will assist with the planting of tree saplings, tree pegs and the hedgerow. This is on the understanding that Ovington Parish Council will make a donation of £300 per day or pro rata £150 for half a day's planting by Tyne River Trust volunteers. These volunteers are experienced in riverbank clearance & reinforcement and hedgerow preparation and this work would be included within the ‘donation’ required.
3. Timing: Aiming for planting during tree dormant season 2022/2023
4. Asked Tyne Rivers Trust to assist with licences/permits to plant alongside the River Tyne
Woodland Trust
a. WT have agreed to order a block purchase of trees for Ovington parish if our order is submitted early summer 2022 for autumn/winter 2022/2023 planting season. This requires Ovington PC to map where trees are to be planted and confirm we have landowner permission and sufficient volunteers to plant trees. The order must specify native species, number and any particular types.
b. WT have been asked to assist with developing a Marketing Plan for the proposed linear arboretum. This needs to include stakeholder and potential fund holder involvement.
c. WT have been asked to provide any appropriate contacts that may assist Ovington Tree Strategy.
Whittle Dene CIC
i. A committee member has approached with an interest to plot ‘ancient’ trees and trees of particular interest. Using the maps provided by EPR Consultants to PC, this person will start to identify species and likely age of ancient/noteworthy trees alongside Whittle Dene in Ovington Parish and also around the vicinity of Ovington village. The aim being to include this info within the linear arboretum idea and also as a noteworthy feature for people to walk to. In time the aim is to identify the oldest trees in the parish, their species, and to record them on a national database https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ . Each record involves a verification visit by an arboriculturist.
Tree maintenance
· Northumberland County Council Tree Officer has agreed to supply bark chippings as mulch for planted trees. A supply will be delivered and stored along St Andrews Lane (landowner permission gained). Expected delivery – February / March 2022
Software to plot trees planted
· Have contacted EPR consultants to see if a template can be obtained from the mapping provided to parish council
