HAZLERIGG PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD THURSDAY 30TH JUNE 2022 AT HAZLERIGG COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present:
Councillors Barbour, Fairley, Garbett, Locke, Thorp and Younghusband 
In Attendance:
Councillor Laverick   -  Newcastle City Council

	
	
	Action By

	1.
	Welcome and apologies for absence
· An apology for absence was received from Cllr Campion

· An envelope was passed to the Chair by Cllr Fairley from Cllr Ewens.  It contained a resignation letter from Cllr Ewens which was read out to those in attendance.

· It was suggested a gift would be appropriate to recognise Cllr Ewens long service and commitment to the Parish Council
	

	2
	Appointment of a temporary acting Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
· It was resolved: That Cllr Barbour be appointed pending the appointment of a new Clerk. Cllr Barbour stated that she had not carried out such a function previously but was familiar with minute taking and was committed to performing the task to the best of her ability with the hope that a new Clerk would be appointed soon 
	Cllr Barbour

	3.
	Minutes of the Annual Parish and Annual Parish Council meetings held 26th May 2022

· The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held 26th May 2022 were confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chair

· The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held 26th May 2022 were not accepted as an accurate record by 3 Cllrs including the Chair.  2 Cllrs accepted the minutes were an accurate record.  1 Cllr abstained as was not present at the meeting to which the minutes refer.

· It was resolved: That the Chair would sign off the minutes despite not all Cllrs agreeing to their accuracy.  However, would note in respect of point 14 ‘Clerk to the Parish Council’ that the Chair refutes the use of the word ‘vindictive’ and that remarks made by Cllr Garbett had not been accurately recorded. 
· All Cllrs agreed the typographical errors and the incorrect recording of Cllr Fairley’s name instead of Cllr Garbett would be amended.

· Rachel - For information this is the link for the part of the Guide that covers draft accounts

· http://askyourcouncil.uk/model-standing-orders/list-of-model-standing-orders/#Draft


	Cllr Locke

	4.
	Matters Arising From the Minutes dated 26th May 2022
· Cllr Garbett wished to record an apology  to Cllrs Barbour and Thorp for including them in remarks directed to the Chair at the last meeting,  however did not feel it necessary to apologise to the Chair for those remarks which she stood by.   Further discussion took place with strong differences of opinion.   It was agreed by all members that in order to move the business of the parish forward this matter was now concluded.

· Members of the council wished to record their thanks to IH for his long service to the council and it was suggested a gift  be appropriate

	

	5.
	Discussion of Hazlerigg Parish Council Standing Orders

· It was resolved: That the Standing Orders document presented at the meeting held 26th May 2022 be accepted with a commitment to review annually.
	

	6.
	Discussion of Hazlerigg Parish Code of Conduct

· The Code of Conduct had only been given to Cllrs Barbour and Thorp on the 26th May 2022.  It was agreed Cllr Barbour  would provide copies to the remaining Councillors prior to next months’ meeting and to place the item back on the Agenda for discussion/acceptance.
	Cllr Barbour

	7.
	Discussion/Collection of signed Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and other Registerable Interests
· A discussion took place regarding some of the wording of the document and it was agreed to seek clarification of meaning of point 1 of the DPI.  Cllr Barbour advised that new Cllrs should have this document signed within 28 days of taking office. 
· A form will be sent to Cllr Younghusband for completion and collection along with forms from Cllrs Fairley and Garbett at the next meeting.
	Cllr Laverick

	8
	Parish Clerk Vacancy

· It was resolved: That the proposed Job Description and Contract of Employment be accepted.
· It was resolved: That the post be advertised by NCC and NALC.  A post would also be put on the Parish Facebook page once the advertisement had appeared on NCC and NALC, directing any potential candidates  to the appropriate NCC and NALC  advertisements.
· It was resolved: That Cllr Locke would be the main contact for the process supported by Cllr  Barbour.
	Cllr Locke

Cllr Barbour

	9.
	Correspondence

· Cllrs have not been able to access to the parish council email account.  IH however had forwarded the following items today: emails relating to the parish council meeting with the chief executive, ACC meeting minutes, LGA survey and Urban Green Newcastle confirmation that we had indeed been informed of the tree planting event
· Cllr Barbour has agreed to contact IH with a view to resolving the matter as whilst a new email could be easily set up the current address will continue to receive correspondence.
· With a view to reducing the amount of paper printed it was suggested that large attachments, for example Neighbourhood Plans/Good Councillor Guides could be viewed directly by clicking on specific links.  Agendas,  Minutes etc would continue to be provided in hard copy for Cllrs who prefer this method.
· It was agreed that a hard copy of ‘The Good Councillor Guide’ would be purchased for use by council members.

·  The proposed meeting with the CPRE for 6th July had been cancelled

	Cllr Barbour
Cllr Barbour 

	10
	Financial Matters

· Cllr Garbett advised there are two signing authorities on the mandate, herself and Cllr Ewens who has resigned this evening.  Two signatories are required to write cheques and therefore it was agreed Cllr Garbett, as the sole remaining signatory would make contact with the Bank with a view to obtaining a new mandate for completion.  

· Cllr Barbour suggested that a minimum 3 signatories should complete the new mandate to ensure the requisite number of 2 signatures to sign cheques can be accommodated.

· All bank statements up to date had been passed to IH

· The annual grant to the Memorial Hall is due and it was agreed that a formal submission would be sent to the council members supporting the request prior to payment
· It may be possible, that pending completion of the new mandate, where there is an urgent request for payment, that Cllr Ewens, despite his resignation can counter-sign a cheque provided the payment was fully authorised by the council and he was in agreement.  However we should endeavour to resolve the mandate matter as quickly as possible if this is not the case.  Cllr Barbour to enquire further.
	Cllr Garbett

Cllr Fairley

Cllr Barbour

	11.
	Environment, Highways and Planning Matters

· Dinnington Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – The request for feedback date had now passed.   This point prompted a short discussion around  NP’s in general and it was agreed a Hazlerigg NP was not a priority at this particular time but may be looked at in the future.
· Boundary Review – There were no updates but the review is supposed to take place at the end of next month, when it is hoped there will be something to report.
· Newcastle Airport Consultative Meeting – Cllr Barbour gave a brief overview of her attendance at the meeting.  A copy of the minutes and supporting documentation were sent to the parish mail box, however if any Cllr would like to take a look at the documentation Cllr Barbour will forward by email.
· Havannah Nature Reserve – The Beelines project which had been highly advertised within the village did not take place.  Urban Green advised they attended, however proved elusive on the day.

· Traffic Calming Measures - Speed sign posts still have not been changed as you leave the Village towards Havannah with the National Speed Limit sign still in place.  Cllr Fairley produced a document wherein the reduced speed limit to 30 had been agreed and Cllr Laverick agreed to follow this matter up.
In addition to the Agenda items noted in this section the following were also mentioned:-

· Green Clean Litter Pick is 5th September which we may want to incorporate with our own Litter Pick.  

· A date for a meeting regarding Community Payback is to be arranged once it has been decided how to best maintain the green spaces in the village.  The small map distributed unfortunately is not large enough to address the matter properly.  Cllr Barbour has already requested a larger map.
· 
	Cllr Laverick

Cllr Barbour

	12.
	Memorial Hall

· There were no updates
	

	13,
	Good councillor Handbook and Training

· As per previous minute it was agreed to purchase a hard copy of the Good Councillor Handbook to assist with training.  

· Cllrs Locke and Barbour attended a webinar on the NALC Foundation Award which was very informative.  Cllr Barbour thought it would be good to achieve a Foundation  award as it would give comfort to all Cllrs that the council operates as efficiently and transparently as possible.  However it would require a Clerk to be in place to pursue.
· Cllr Barbour advised there was a lot of information on the internet in relation to the operation of a Parish Council which may be helpful if anyone has particular queries pending the appointment of a new Clerk.  
	

	14.
	Police Matters

· No representative was available to attend this evenings meeting however Cllr Locke had received an email with statistics which she read out. Of the 48 incidents reported only one related to the taking of items from cars in the parish.  The remainder of incidents were related to the A1.

	

	15.
	Other Issues Raised by Parish Councillors

· There is still an issue regarding a planning application relating to the field behind Castle St and Newham Ave in the Village.  Cllr Laverick agreed to follow up this matter
· Cllr Thorp had now been contacted by the Speedwatch organisation and would be taking forward his involvement.  Cllr Laverick advised some residents in Dinnington were also getting involved and Cllr Thorp may find it useful to link up with them and she would provide contact details

· Concerns had been raised by residents regarding motorbikes in the Village which have been causing problems due to noise and damage to green spaces.  Cllr Locke undertook to follow up this matter with the Police.
	Cllr Laverick

Cllr Laverick

Cllr Thorp

Cllr Locke


The meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next meeting will take place on the 28th July 2022 at the Hazlerigg Memorial Hall at 7.00pm

