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Minutes of ordinary meeting of Warden Parish Council held on Monday 4th July 2022 commencing at 7pm in 
Newbrough Town Hall  

 Those Present: Cllrs S Robson (Chairman), Cllr G Charlton, WJ Foot, Cllr D Liddle, Cllr D Bowman, Cllr J Martin,  
 County Cllr N Morphet C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public 
 
2022/57 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr’s L Kay, SJ Heminsley  
 
2022/58 Declaration of Members Interests 
Cllr S Robson declared an interest in the Railway Inn; Cllr WJ Foot declared an interest in the grant request from Cricket 
Club (Sportsfield Association). 
 
2022/59 Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter 
Parishioner congratulated all those who had organised the Platinum Jubilee events. 
 
2022/60 Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 9th May 2022 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 9th May 2022 were accepted as a true record, further to the 
following amendments:  2022/48/02, Section 51 of the Highways Department amended to Section 59, which is the 
highway agreement, as opposed to part of the highway agreement.  2022/49/03 Cricket Club to be referred to as 
Sportsfield Association. 
 
2022/61 Allotments   
2022/61/01 To consider application for quote (fee of £110.40) to Northumbrian Water to install water supply 
The cost to request a quote for a water supply from Northumbrian Water was £110.40, and it was resolved this would  
not be taken forward at the present time. 
 
2022/61/02 To consider pump for well 
Parishioner had kindly researched options for water pumps.  A hand operated device is available from Amazon, which  
could be installed along with a trough at the well head.  It was resolved this would be actioned, with a budget of £250  
agreed.  ACTION: D Liddle to assist with installation of pump. 
 
2022/62 Litter pick 
Next pick agreed as Sunday 16th October 2022. 
 
2022/63 Roads/footpaths/village maintenance  
County Council grass cutting currently impeding Fourstones signage, which required tapering.  ACTION: Clerk to report  
to County Council.  Trees coming out onto pavement at Fourstones require cutting back to enable clear pedestrian  
action   ACTION: Clerk to contact landowner. Warden bridge much tidier, however County Council had not carried  
out any weedkilling.  ACTION: Gardeners to be asked to action weed clearance at bridge. 
   
2022/63/01 Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages  
Northumbria Police had advised speedwatch could not be carried out at Frankham as the location does not provide  
suitable or sufficient space for safe Community Speedwatch Volunteer deployment. However, volunteers and  
Community Support Officers are deployed on the main road through Fourstones which will have a knock-on effect to  
driver behaviour at that location. 
 
2022/63/02 Footpath clearance works/hedgerow obstructions, including Broadway to East Fourstones  
Residents were carrying out clearance works to the footpath.  County Cllr reported the County Council do not have the  
resources to carry out maintenance to all footpaths in the County.  ACTION: Clerk to re-contact T Fish as regards  
responsibility. 
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2022/63/03 To receive update on proposed village signage – to approve costs for stone signage  
It was resolved to approve costs of approximately £1200 for the stone signage. The Town Hall had received a grant from 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Fund for the materials, compost and plants to make four timber planters.  Two had been 
planted and installed at the foot of the stone Newbrough signs, with two planters already constructed which can be 
installed at the planned Warden stone signs.  ACTION: Cllr D Bowman to liaise with D Spearman. Cllr D Liddle to 
maintain planters.  Climate Action Group could be interested in being involved in the maintenance. 
 
2022/63/04 To receive update on recycled seating at Crossgates and consider problems with dog fouling in the 

area 
Landowner had agreed to the siting of a seat on the land, with the proviso the Parish Council investigate the ever  
increasing problems with dog fouling which results in the land taking time to clear of dog muck before grass cutting can  
take place. County Cllr had approval for bulk buying of recycled seating, with spikes or concrete base for the seat to be  
confirmed.  ACTION: S Robson to carry out site visit to ascertain installation option.  Cllr D Liddle to arrange dog  
fouling warning signage.   
 
2022/63/05 To consider one-way proposal on Eastfourstones Lane 
Cllr J Martin had been approached by residents due to a perceived increase in vehicles using the lane.  Householders  
must be cautious when exiting their properties on blind spots, and there is a danger aspect for pedestrians.  “Local  
Access only” signage could be a possibility, however it was believed the road could be unadopted. ACTION: County Cllr  
to ascertain road adoption status, and any traffic management options that may be suitable. 
 
2022/63/05 To consider County Council Local Transport Plan requests 2023-2024, current requests being road 

repairs 30 yards West of Walwick grange; reduction of speed limit to 30/40mph at Hardhaugh, from 
Quality Cottages to level crossing at Paper Mill; creation of footpath between Paper Mill and 
Hardhaugh Cottages 

County Council had advised as follows: Walwick Grange - Maintenance issue had been recorded and would be  
considered when developing future planned maintenance programmes.  In the meantime, the Area Maintenance teams  
would continue to monitor and carry out minor works required to maintain in a safe condition.  Creation of footpath  
between Paper Mill and Hardhaugh Cottages – the cost of this is currently beyond the scope of the LTP programme.  It is  
also likely that the relatively low number of pedestrians will make it hard to justify. Reduction of speed limit to  
30/40mph at Hardhaugh – County Council had stated a reduction in the speed limit is not justified due to a lack of  
development – however it was resolved to retain the request 2023-2024, and action petition to Local Area Council.   
ACTION: S Robson to action on-line petition.   
 
Second and third requests agreed as Slow Road markings at Mossy and traffic calming proposals Eastfourstones Lane.   
ACTION: Clerk to submit requests to County Council. 
 
2022/64 Planning  
2022/64/01 Planning Applications received 
No planning applications received. 
 
2022/64/02 To consider issues relating to Prudham Quarry Planning Proposals 
Nothing to report. 
 
2022/64/03 To consider proposals for new woodland at Chesters Estate 
Scottish Woodlands had been asked by the owners of Chesters Estate to obtain consent to plant new woodlands at their 
property.  The tree planting is to be funded by Forestry England’s English Woodland Creation Grant.  As part of the 
conditions of the grant, there is a requirement for neighbouring landowners and relevant stakeholders to be consulted 
on the proposals.  It was resolved the Parish Council had no objection to the proposals. 
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2022/65 Reports  
2022/65/01 Town Hall 
Nothing to report. 
 
2022/65/02 Northumberland County Council 
Storm Arwen review complete.  County Council emergency plan pro-forma to be created for Parish Council’s, with Civil 
Contingencies Team willing to attend a future Parish Council meeting.  ACTION: Clerk to contact N Fisher, CCT and invite 
to a future meeting.  Northern Powergrid to increase investment on overhead lines by 60%; £50milion to be spent on 
tree cutting, and £7.5million to be donated to charities working to improve community resilience.  County Council 
Climate Change Toolkit for Parish Council’s available.  A company were willing to carry out a feasibility study regarding 
possible greenway alongside the Mossy, with quotation awaited.  Climate Action Newbrough & Fourstones were not 
formally constituted, therefore a funding application to the County Council Climate Change Fund had been rejected. 
County Council had launched a survey of travel habits and attitudes to active travel available at 
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=165546349452&Q1=LINK1 County Council Transport Officer had advised bus 
usage was now 80% of pre-pandemic figures and funding of £163m had been secured through the bus service 
improvement plan. The path at Warden bridge belongs to a private landowner with County Cllr attempting to gain the 
padlock combination code.  Open Space (Section 106) contributions were similar to the old sport and play contributions, 
however County Cllr not certain they would also cover indoor sport facilities.  Development can be on or off site, and 
could be directly actioned by the developer.  The main difference being the open space applies to the whole county, 
sport and play had been specific to certain areas, including Tynedale. Developers only need to make a contribution on 
developments of 10 or more dwellings.  The South of Scotland Golden Eagle Project were to check their satellite tag data 
regarding the unidentified eagle that had flown over the beacon as it had been about to be lit on the Platinum Jubilee 
bank holiday. 
 
2022/65/03 Cricket Club (Sportsfield Association) 
Discussion ongoing regarding length of lease for cricket club land, with Chairman of Newbrough PC furthering. 
 
2022/66 Financial Matters 
2022/66/01 Payments due: Border Stone Quarries – cut down 2 No stones - £240; WMH Quality catering – hog roast 
- £750; Deliverloo – portaloo hire - £450; C Miller – May, June Salary - £406.64; Expenses - £167.29; Playsafety Ltd – 
annual inspection report - £117.60; DH Charlton - £352; B Gustard – gardening - £352 
 
It was resolved to approve the payments. 
 
2022/66/02 To consider request for grant from Cricket Club (Sportsfield Association) – change on agenda 
It was resolved to grant £500. 
 
2022/66/03 Gas testing of Millennium Wheel burners/solar powered lighting around Beacon basket  
Beacon had been lit on Platinum Jubilee event 2/6/22, and it was resolved the solid fuel system would be continued for 
future events. 
 
2022/66/04 To consider proposals for Section 106 funding available for the parish: Funding for Open Space 
Discussed earlier. 
 
2022/67 The Railway Inn 
A formal notice of intention to dispose of the Railway Inn from solicitors acting on behalf of the owners had been 
submitted to the County Council.  As the Parish Council were the nominator of the property as an Asset of Community 
Value, a written intention to bid from a qualifying group would need submitted to the County Council within six weeks 
or the owner would be free to sell without restrictions.   

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=165546349452&Q1=LINK1
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The Parish Council were not in the position to buy the asset and unaware of a local community group that could bid the 
asking price of £200K.  It was understood the asset was being sold as a going concern.  ACTION: Clerk to confirm to 
County Council. 
 
2022/68 To receive annual ROSPA Play Safety inspection report for play area at Boatside Inn 
Report had indicated there were fixtures loose or missing on the multiplay equipment which required tightening or 
replacing, and debris on the surface of the play area required regular cleaning.  ACTION: Cllr J Martin to speak to pub 
tenant. 
 
2022/69 To receive update from Climate Change Group  
Last meeting had resulted in grassed area within Newbrough parish being considered for rewilding. 
 
2022/70 To consider Crises Management for the parish 
Discussed earlier. 
 
2022/71 To receive items for next meeting  
County Cllr advised pump tracks for skateboard, scooter, roller skaters etc. were an asset for communities, with a 
location to be identified within the Humshaugh Ward – County Cllr able to carry out a presentation on the tracks - 
however any suitable land within Warden parish would firstly need ascertained. 

 
2022/72 Date and Time of Next Meeting  
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 5th September 2022 commencing 7pm in Newbrough 
Town Hall. 

 
Claire Miller, Clerk to Warden Parish Council 

 
The meeting closed at 9pm. 
 

ACTION RESPONSIBLE 

Allotments Water pump to be installed, with budget of £250. 

Speeding traffic Cllr S Robson to submit E petition to County Council 

Replacement village signage Cllr D Bowman to liaise with Town Hall regarding planters 
to be placed at stone signage.  Cllr D Liddle to maintain 
planters. 

Crossgates seating/dog fouling Cllr S Robson to confirm installation preference; Cllr D 
Liddle to arrange dog fouling warning signage 

Crises Management Clerk to invite Nigel Fisher, Northumberland County  
Council Civil Contingencies Officer to next PC meeting.   
Meeting to be held between parish organisations further  
to this. 

The Railway Inn Clerk to advise County Council they were not in a position  
to buy the asset and were unaware of any other  
community group that would be able to. 

Local Transport Plan requests 2023-2024 Clerk to transmit requests to County Council 
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Annual ROSPA play area inspection report Cllr J Martin to speak to pub tenant regarding actions  
arising from report 

Litter Pick Clerk to arrange loan of County Council litter picking  
equipment for Sunday 16/10/22 

Fourstones grasscutting Clerk to contact County Council to request grasscutting is  
tapered, as currently impeding Fourstones signage 

Trees on pavement Clerk to contact landowner to request trees are cut back  
to prevent impeding footpath 

Weed control, Warden Bridge Gardeners to be asked to carry out weed clearance 

Footpath clearance works, Broadway to East Fourstones Clerk to clarify County Council responsibility 

Proposed pump track Suitable location for a pump track, if any, to be identified  
within the parish  

 


