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Annual Parish meeting (public)

MINUTES

6.30pm on Thursday, 05 May 2022
Longhirst Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, ClIr Glen Fahy, ClIr Peter Lovering, Clir Chris Marr,
Cllr Janet Quinn

APOLOGIES: ClIr Jon Mills, ClIr Richard Tordoff, NCC ClIr David Towns

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), 3x residents

1 WELCOME
The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.
2 INTRODUCTION TO PARISH COUNCILLORS
The Councillors introduced themselves.
3 PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR'’S REPORT - review of the past year

Before starting the update the Chair noted with sadness the death of Gill
Featonby. She was a long-term resident of the village who gave a great deal of
time to supporting village activities.

She was a member of the Parish Council, Founding Chair of the Parish
Association, as well as Secretary of the Village Show Association. Her funeral
will be next Friday, and Vice Chair Clir C Marr offered to attend as the Parish
Council representative.

He also commented that very sadly there has recently been a fatal accident at
Longhirst Hall, involving an elderly relative of a resident.

Chair’s report
The Chair highlighted the following key activities involving the Parish Council:

Achievements

e The elections in May 2021 were the first for some time and resulted in
some changes to Councillors.

e The Wildlife group is now established in the Parish. Two newsletters have
already been published, and the group has met with County Council
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Forestry Officers. It has further work to do to establish its legal status as a
Trust and set up a bank account.

e A sum of £1,000 has been given to Longhirst Village Hall towards
establishing an emergency fund.

e Defibrillator training sessions offered to residents - many thanks to Clir R
Tordoff for undertaking this.

e Regular meetings between Parish Council representatives and North East
Grains now take place and relations between the site and the village are
much improved.

e At least part of Station Road along to North East Grains has been
resurfaced. The Parish Council will continue to encourage the County
Council to complete the remainder of the route.

e Public Rights of Way have been mapped and maintenance issues fed
back to the County Council - with thanks to CllIr J Mills for that.

e The Parish Council supported residents’ concerns over the possible
development of Domino’s Field - thankfully the planning application has
been rejected (although the decision has gone to the Planning
Inspectorate for review).

e Continued support for St John’s churchyard maintenance and the summer
fete

e Village website updated - with thanks to Clir C Marr for that

e A Parish Council Plan has continued to be developed and received
positive feedback from Northumberland Association of Local Councils -
again with thanks to Clir C Marr for his efforts

e Overall the Chair was happy that the Parish Council is now more open and
responsive than in the past with more information available online, plus
encouragement to residents’ associations to attend the meeting.

Still to resolve:

e Dairy Lane access issues remain, although the Parish Council has met with
an NCC Cabinet member for a full discussion of issues.

e Butcher’s Lane path improvements remain unresolved

e Ashington Road road flooding (and associated Potland Park site drainage
issues) are still being looked into and discussed with NCC and Advance
Northumberland.

Thanks from the Parish Council are offered to the following:

e The Clerk, Helyn Douglas, for all her work and her expertise in ensuring
the Council complies with modern legal requirements and becomes fully
responsive to the needs of residents.

e To Anne and Lawrence Carey for their continued tending of the planters
in the centre of the village and help with printing the Longhirst Leader
newsletter.

e To the litter picking group who go out regularly in all weathers

e To those organising the annual Open Gardens event. He recognises that
this is a significant undertaking and urged residents to offer any support
they could (such as stewarding on the day).
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e And finally to anyone organising social events in the village, recognising
how important it is to keep social activities going.

4 PARISH COUNCIL PLAN

Inviting members of the public to discuss the plan and put forward new activities
for consideration.

There were no comments raised by members of the public.

5 OPEN DISCUSSION

Those residents who were present had no matters to raise, and no issues had
been sent in to the Clerk.

Close of meeting at 7pm.
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