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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7.20PM on THURSDAY, 05 MAY 2022

Longhirst Village Hall
Minutes are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Peter Lovering, Cllr Chris Marr,
Cllr Janet Quinn

APOLOGIES: Cllr Jon Mills, Cllr Richard Tordo�, NCC Cllr David Towns

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), 3x residents

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
There were no issues raised by those present, and no issues had been sent in to
the Clerk.

B Update from Northumbria Police
There was no member of Northumbria Police present, and no update had been
sent in.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Cllr Towns was not able to be present tonight, but is happy to take any actions.

D RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:
Longhirst Colliery - Bill Dryden
Micklewood - Cllr J Mills
Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Councillors are asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda (items can
also be declared just prior to the discussion).

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 03 March 2022
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Donation to Longhirst Parish Association for emergency fund - complete
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The donation of £1k has been made and this will go towards a fund allowing the
hall to be opened in the event of an emergency.  The Parish Association will
report back in due course on how the fund has been used.

4.2 Dairy Lane number of properties
Northumberland County Council has confirmed that the developer has
permission for three properties on the site, though it is not clear if all three will be
built.

4.3 Dairy Lane
The County Council has also confirmed that the hole in the boundary wall at
Longhirst Hall is temporary.

4.4 Letter of support for Transport North East electric buses bid
Unfortunately this bid for a fleet of electric buses was not successful.

5 BUSINESS
Please refer to the Parish Council Plan
For consistency it was agreed the name of this document will be the “Parish
Council Plan”.

(1) Communications
5.1 Feedback to NCC Storm Arwen inquiry (Cllr P Coates)

Cllr Coates has given evidence to the Storm Arwen inquiry.

(2) Access to green spaces
5.2 Potland Park - access issues (Cllr G Fahy)

Northumberland County Council has been undertaking work to the park to
reinstate and improve the site for public use, including the bridleway.  This has
taken longer to complete than was originally planned and Cllr Fahy has continued
to chase this up.  He noted that one of the entrances to the new park has been
blocked by six bales of hay.  NCC is looking in to this to get them removed, and is
considering installing some bollards at the entrance, but will contact the Parish
Council before going ahead with any installation.

5.3 Wildlife group update (Cllr P Coates)
Improvements to Paddock Wood are under discussion with the Woodland Trust.
Although the Trust manages it, the maintenance is done by contractors Tilhilll,
but very little work has been done.  The wood was due to be thinned and it is the
Chair’s understanding that the Trust had received funding to do this (though this
was some years ago).  The Chair and Vice Chair are keen to meet with Tilhill (and
possibly to include Mike Elphick) to establish how much work the Wildlife Group
or Parish Council can undertake to the woodland themselves.

ACTION: VICE CHAIR

5.4 Longhirst Colliery woodland clearance (Cllr P Coates)
Around 500 damaged trees have been removed and chipped on site.  Some
replanting is planned but it may not replace all of the trees lost to the storm, and
it may be some time before that work is undertaken.

(3) Planning (search NCC Planning Portal and enter the ref no.)
5.5 Dairy Lane - residents asked to locate any related documentation (Cllr J Quinn)

This is in hand.
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5.6 Dairy Lane - residents asked to locate any related documentation (Cllr J Quinn)
The matter overall is under review.

5.7 Dairy Lane - Cllr P Coates and Cllr D Towns to jointly seek any written agreements
(Cllr P Coates)
The matter overall is under review.

5.8 Dominos Field - referred to Planning Inspectorate (Cllr P Coates)
The applicant has appealed the rejection of his planning application and the
matter is now being dealt with by the Planning Inspectorate.  All previous
comments submitted by interested parties, including the Parish Council, have
been forwarded on to the Inspector.

(4) Policing / Safety / Community
5.9 Working group to consider future emergency responses (Cllr P Coates)

The Chair felt this item was covered by the recent meeting of key community
groups within the Parish.

5.10 Consider further defibrillator training sessions (Cllr R Tordo�)
Cllr Tordo� has delivered a number of sessions and will consider o�ering more in
the future.

5.11 Footpath clearance outside Longhirst Hall (Cllr R Tordo�)
NCC is willing to run a mechanical sweeper along that stretch of road but it does
need the overhanging trees to be cut back first to allow access for the vehicle.
NCC believes that the trees in question are on land owned by Longhirst Hall, but
the Councillors believe they are on land owned by the Cricket Club.  The Chair is
trying to sort this out.

ACTION: CHAIR

5.12 Litter bin request for Longhirst Colliery bus shelter - further info (Cllr G Fahy)
The residents present from Longhirst Colliery stated that even though the bus
route is no longer operational the shelter is used by cyclists as a stopping-o�
point and that a bin would be useful for them.  Councillors agreed to the
purchase of a wall-mounted bin.  Cllr Fahy o�ered to fit this item, and will liaise
with Bill Dryden about exactly where to site it.

ACTION: CLERK / CLLR G FAHY

5.13 Fly tipping at Potland Park - potential enforcement action (Cllr G Fahy)
There are continued instances of fly tipping on and near the site, and on the
C126 road.  Cllr Fahy is still unclear if Advance Northumberland has formally
handed over the land to Northumberland County Council.  This lack of clarity has
caused delays when trying to establish who is responsible for arranging to have
the rubbish removed.

However, the fly tipping has become serious enough that the County Council is
now prepared to put up CCTV at the hotspots with a view to undertaking
prosecutions.  Some paperwork has already been found in amongst the rubbish
identifying a named individual and a legal case is being pursued.  Cllr Fahy
remains in contact with NCC about this and will report back in due course.
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Cllr P Lovering thought that the proposal to cease charging for waste at County
Council waste recovery sites might alleviate this problem.  However, Cllr G Fahy
noted the waiving of charges only applies to individuals; charges remain for
businesses.

(5) Sense of community
5.14 Commemorative tree and plaque for Queen’s Jubilee 2022 (Cllr P Coates)

The suggestion is to purchase an oak tree for Paddock Wood and the Wildlife
Group are happy to advise on this.  The specific location has yet to be agreed but
might be in the middle of the wood with a circular seat surrounding it, or towards
the edge of the central clearing.

Members agreed to the purchase of a tree at circa £100, and authorised that the
Clerk could now purchase the Jubilee commemorative plaque previously agreed
from the Royal British Legion at a cost of circa £120.

5.15 Support for the Queen’s Jubilee picnic (Cllr P Coates)
The public picnic is now to be held at the Village Hall, and a flyer has been
produced to advertise the event.  As the Chair will not be available on the day, the
Vice Chair will attend and formally propose the toast to Her Majesty The Queen.

ACTION: VICE CHAIR

5.16 Flower tubs at War Memorial (Cllr P Coates)
Thanks to Mr & Mrs Carey for the flower tubs were covered under the Chair’s
update for 2021/22.

5.17 North East Grains (Cllr P Coates)
After discussion the date for the July site visit was agreed as Monday, 04 July.

(6) Key infrastructure
5.18 Seat near St John’s to be repaired (Cllr R Tordo�)

The work is in hand.
ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF

5.19 Ashington Road - manhole covers still missing (Cllrs P Coates / G Fahy)
This issue remains to be resolved.

5.20 Ashington Road Flooding - road level to be raised to reduce impact of flooding
(Cllr P Coates)
This issue remains to be resolved.

5.21 Fly tipping at Potland Park - possible NCC enforcement action (Cllr G Fahy)
This is covered by item 5.13 above.

5.22 St John’s Lychgate repairs (Cllr P Coates)
The architect’s plans are now done and have been sent to the ecclesiastical
authorities for approval.  Once agreed, it will be for the insurers to instruct their
contractors to start work.  The Chair hopes that the repair work will start
imminently.  The Chair reported that NCC Cllr D Towns may be able to fund
bollards outside of the lychgate.

(7) Governance
5.23 CiLCA training (Certificate in Local Council Administration) undertaken by Clerk
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The Clerk reported that she has now started the training for CiLCA (attending
online sessions with Norfolk Association of Local Councils).  The cost for the
independent training is £360 and has been met by Ellington & Linton Parish
Council.  The formal course fees are separate (at circa £400) and the Clerk has
not yet applied, but when she does the contribution from Longhirst Parish
Council of £150 previously agreed will be applied.

6 BUDGET

6.1 Bank Statements 22/23
The bank statements are available online.

6.2 Advance payments schedule for 2022/23
Members discussed and agreed the schedule of regular payments that the Clerk
is authorised to make during the year.

6.3 Field Tenancy Agreement 2022/23 - issued £544.85
The agreement has been signed and returned by Mr Jordan, and the fee paid.
The same agreement as in previous years was used.

6.4 Revised Field Tenancy Agreement - progressing, will be used 2023/24
The work on the revised tenancy agreement has not been completed yet by the
solicitors, David Auld & Co.  The new version, taking in to account changes in
legislation since Brexit, will therefore be applied next year.

Members agreed that the Clerk could approach the Land Registry for paperwork
confirming that the Parish Council owns the land.

ACTION: CLERK
6.5 Bank fraud checks

The Clerk reported that the TSB has advised her that the Parish Council does not
in fact need to complete the fraud checks.

6.6 Support St John’s Church fete
Councillors agreed to support the Church fete again this year with the usual
donation of £50 towards a gift voucher prize.

ACTION: CLERK
7 CONSULTATIONS
7.1 Planning Validation Checklist Re-consultation - closes 17 Apr 22

Councillors had no comments to make on this item.

8 REPORTS from Councillors (for any items not covered above)

8.1 Parish Council Logo
The Chair revisited this suggestion from the Clerk.  After the recent meeting of
Wildlife Group it was agreed that a logo representing the whole of the Parish
might be a good idea.  This could possibly be used by all Parish groups.  Possible
themes were discussed, such as using an image of the war memorial.

Councillors agreed to a competition, with a brief to be written by the Parish
Council, and a prize of £50.  Members were keen to involve local children so the
invitation involved will be extended to Pegswood Primary school.
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9 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)
There were no items for discussion.

10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr C Marr gave his apologies for the July meeting.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7pm on Thursday, 07 July 2022 at Longhirst Village Hall

Close of meeting at 8.20pm.
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