Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2021/22 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2022, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn fo the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified iitself as exempt at a mesting of the
authority after 31 March 2022 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitied no later than 30 June 2022
notifying the external auditor.

NOARTH LosfoldTH PARISH Cou~Ncit

certifies that during the financial year 2021/22, the higher of the autherity’s total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2021/22: i 5-: Y s
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2021/22: i g , C\ 6 5

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify iself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. ¥ an authorily is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify ifself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 fo the external auditor to underiake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £200 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that
* The authority was in existence on 1st Aprit 2018
» In relation to the preceding financial year (2020/21), the external auditor has not:
- issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
+ made a statutory recommendation 1o the authority, relating to the authorily or any entity connected with it
» issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1{1) of Scheduie 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”™), and has not withdrawn the nolice
= commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31{1} of the Act
= made an application under section 28{1} of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused 1o make the declaration
= The court has not declared an itern of account unlawiul after a2 person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

if you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income,
nior incurred gross expenditure, excesding £25,000, then the Cerlificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post {not both)}.

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information reguired by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need io be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage™ before 1 July 2022.

By signing this certificate you are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement.

Signed by the Res ibje Financial Officer Date i conﬁrm that this Certificate of '
:LEi 20/06/2022) oy ontio dmer T 22 fotfrorz
Signed by Chairman Date : as recovdad in minute reference:
B . 47%_ 12fo6 /2022 | i0 22/4/2022
Generic email address of Authority Telephone number
/\Mﬂ\gosfmﬁ-i-lf\‘gc;@ outlscle (ona OTE3ISSZIE0

*Published web address
)\Hp} f//f\éﬂ‘w"\'\dMLv@(‘ c-./\c!\ﬂé’\riS"\Cgu"\Ca&\ uk/«ﬁ“«jmf«vy"\

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returnmed EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2022. Reminder letters incur a charge of £40 +VAT
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

Mo AT rosSFeA ARISH Couv~=aci

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, fo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

pzeparéd s accounting statements in accordance

with the Accounds and Audi Regufations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemnal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruplion and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arangements and accepted responsibifity
Jor safeguarding the public money and resources in
s chargs.

3. We took ali reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there sre no matfers of actual or potential
noen-comphiance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have 2 significant financial effect
on the ahility of this authorily o conduct &s
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the fegal power to do and has
complied with Pyoper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opporiunity during the year for

reguirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

curing the yaar gave aff persons inferested the opporiunity to
inspect and ask guestions about this authority’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropricte steps o manage those
risks, inchuding the introduction of intemal controls andior
extermnal insurance cover where required.

considered and docurmented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properiy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adeguate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

- confrols and procedures, o give an objective view on whether

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
infernal controls mest the needs of this smaler authorty.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from itemal and extemal audit.

responded to matters brought fo its atiention by internal and
extormal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, everds or iransaciions, occurting aither
during or after the year-end, have & financial impaci on
this authority and, where appropriate, have induded them
in the accounting siatements.

9. {For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the scle managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)assels, including
examination or audit.

v

vd

Vv’

the exercise of slectors' rights in accordance with the v
e

v

v©

v

disciosed everything & should have about its business activity
dering the yesar including events taldng place affer the year
end i refevant.

WA has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate it is a sole managing trustee of a Jocal trust
or frusts.

i

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Siatemeni was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

22/06/2022
and recorded as minute reference:

i0(e) 22/6/2022

been published.

Other information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)
The authority website/webpage Is up o date and the information reguired by the Transparency Code has

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

No

Yes |
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

oA TH CeoSFATH AAISH CavadciL

lmH"ag i///\cr‘Hr\u ,“92,454@1/:-‘1*;;'«5@\, acels, uk /;\sr-\‘kges Rev b\

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, tis authosity's internal suditor acling independently and on the
hasis of an assessmend of fsk, cawiad out o selodiive assossment of complionce with the relevant procedures
and conirols In oparalion and obinined approprisie evidence Fom the authorily.

The intemnal audit for 2021722 has been carried cut in acoordance with Bivs authorly's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the arass examined. the infemal aud? condusions are summarised in this table.
Sat cut below are the oblectives of infomal cordrol and slongside are the intermal sudit conclusions on whether,
in alf significant respecis, the control objectives were baing schieved throughout the finandial year o a standard
ade@&éemmgﬁmgfﬁgsmMﬁ

Internal control objective

prn&m&m&gmm%mﬁwmm%w%e&aﬁwa%m
B. This suthoriy complies with &s feancist regalalions. sayTeants weie Supporied by msuicss, ﬁ
expenditure was approved and VAT was approprisicly scoomnied on
of arrangements o manags these.
©). The precept or rates regediremsnt resusied fom an sosqusts budociory provess; progress ggeinst
ﬁxebué&e%mswm&m&aﬁm&smm
E. Expecied income was fully received, m‘mmwm&mmm
banked; and VAT was appropriatsly acooumted for .
F. Pefiy cash payments were moperly supporicd by ceceipts, o peliy cash expendime was ~ /
- approved and VET spproprictsly accounted for /"\
' G. Sslatiss to employess and slicwancss b msmbers wers paid In socordanos wih ts authoniy's
approvals, and PAYE and N cequiemseis ware proparly appisd.
H. Assetl and invesimenis registers were compicte and scowalte anc propely mavasinsd.
12 mmmmmmwwm%gﬁv

4. Accouning stelemens g;ﬁ:aeﬁdamgﬁ%&mmme&wﬁm@m&m@nabﬁh .
{recsipis and powrents orincomes and oxpendiss}, soreed o B oash book, supporfed by an
adeguate and?t ol from underdying reconds and where approprisie deblors and credifors were
properly recordss.

K ﬁmmmmgexmmam&asmmmmhwﬁﬁ! Zmstthe

- ion mmmmmm (¥ the authorilly had & limited assurance
review of its 2020/21 AGAR fick "notl covered’]

L. %mmmwawmmmmmmagﬁmy
ihenﬁemalauﬁ&mmmewéﬁj any relevant ransparency code requiemenis
exsrcise of public rghis 25 reguired by e Accoonts ong Auds Reguiations (evidenced by the
nofice published on the websile andfor autherily approved minutes confirring the dales selh

N. mmmm&%&mmf@mmgma ;
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidsnce Nofes). ) |

‘\\\Vf

NIRNEVAN \i\<\\

Q. {For focat counciis enly}
Trust funds fncluding chorfiobls! — The councE el s responsSics s s busien,

For any other risk arsss Men@ifed by his afhaiy sfomss mm&aggg»ﬂmmmas?%ﬁw&ed}
Datels) intemal audlt underiaken 2>/o$/20‘22 Name of person who carried out the internal audil
2 ot <R~/

pwe 28/0%/2027

“Note: Hthe response & ol coversd’ plesse siale when e most recent inlemal sudil ol was dons i s area and when it is
next plaaned; o, ¥ coveraoe b oot ooied, B annsl nlerns? 5o ropor! smss? oxgiain wiyy ot {add separate shests T needed).
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

4. Balances brought ! f Ts@mmg&e&@m&mwar
forward i 27856 i 20< | asrecaded in the financial records. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previows year. 7 )
Z. {+} Precept or Rates and Toi=! armced of provept forfor I28s roles and levies)
{ovies i ; oo 1 7O recoived orreneiabls it e veor Exchafe any prants
3. {+) Total other recsipts ' Total income or receidts as recorded B the cashbook jess |
- O | 8 o< e precept or retesfiovies received fine 2} include any
4. {-) Siaff cosis Toizl expendRwrs or paymenis made o and on behelf

; s ! of 2¥ emmployoes. incfuds gross safaries and wages,
L/‘g>6 L/-Cléo empioyers NI codinbubions, employers pension
cordrinaSor =4 m ites and s !‘e‘?"ﬁﬁ%}?&ﬁ#?&ﬁfs_

5. (-} Lon interesticapital | ' | Toixf sxpemdis or paymments of capilal and inferest
. repaymens (@) :_ [aD) save during e voor ot the authodhy's Borrowings T any).
. {-}Af offier paymenis ‘ ?mmwmasmgm&emsﬁ- '
R69y ] oo’S ; mm@m%@mmﬁmmmma
7. {=) Balances cammisd 3 o] | Tofs! befances and reserves at the end of He year. Must
forward g 205 | 107747 | squzir2:3-(a:5:8)
2. Total value of cash znd ' | e s of of current and depostt bank accounts, cash
short term Frvesiments )q_za}/ 10"74-"7 Heddings and shorf forn Fvesiments heid as af 31 March —
7 7 &m%mm
9. Toifixed assais plas | The valss of off e property the suthority owns — i is made|
long orm Evestmenis |g jo¢ 18 (@Lf, up of off fis Sedf sssels ont fong o invesiments as at
and asssis i : | 3 March. )
10. Total borrowdngs o e uisisnding capial bafance as &t 31 Mach of gl bans
O from S9vd pories {ncheding PWILE).

1. {For Local Ceuncils Only) The Ceouncil as a body cofparate acts as sole frusiee for

Disclosure note re Trust funds L ang s respensible for managing Trust funds or assels.
{including charifable} N.B The figures in the accounting statements above do

‘ | 7 |t include any Trust transactions.

i cerfily that for the vear ended 31 March 2027 the Aconumiing | | 1 conterm that thess Accounting Siatements were
Sislemenis in tds Annusl Governance and Accounishlly | spproved by s axthority on Hhis date:
Retum have been prepared on sither a recaipis ang g

paymenis of comes and sxpendiure besis Riicwing ¥ 27 06/7021

guidance in Covernance and Accounitability for Smslier ‘

Agthorities — a Praciifionars’ Guide fo Proper Praciices P . )

and p t Eairly the B 3 position of this aulionit . recorded i minoke reference;

Signad by Responsibie Pinancal OFcor befre baiig ol . ' [ 20727

pressnied o the autiorky for approval (o) 22/¢/20
&g@%é@mg%mﬁmm

fmmmMW
I

Dats ZZ/OB/ZOZZ_




Balance b/f

Income £
Precept 14700.00
Donations 805.00
Interest A3
Expenditure £
Salary 3840.00
HMRC 1120.00
Payroll fee 246.00
Hall Hire 12.40
Office expenditure 49.00
Notice Board refereb. 882.00
Insurance 1107.38
NALC 1082.27
Robertson 5573.04
Tree works 618.00
Bus Shelters 2680.00
Memorial 1166.00
Seat Renervation 36.97

Grant — Christmas tree 50.00

At Bank
BA Specialist 10648.00
Business Bl 99.91

10747.91

c/f

North Gosforth Parish Council

Financial Statement 29021/2022

£

14205.84

15505.13
29710.97

18963.06

10747.91



Smaller authority name:

North Gosforth Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 28 June 2022

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).
The AGAR has been published with this notice. It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the
smaller authority has certified itseif as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, the accounting records for
the financial year to which it relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other
documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For
the year ended 31 March 2022, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

lan Humphries
Phone: 07833552360

commencing on 1 July 2022

and ending on 11 August 2022

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
e  The opportunity to question the appointed audiior about the accounting records; and

e  The right to make an objection which concems a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller
authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the
above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed auditor if questions or
objections raised under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 lead o the involvement of the auditor.
The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP {Ref: SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-littiejohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by lan Humphries {Clerk)




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concemning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July
2019 for 2018/19 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write o the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public inferest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

if you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor piease write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Nofice of Public Rights and
FPubiication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountabiiity Refurn.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide io
your rights are available from the MAO website.




