FELTON PARISH COUNCIL
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/felton

Chairman
Lindsay Sowter

Clerk:

To the Members of Felton Parish Council:

Clair Lewis
65 Main Street, Felton
Northumberland, NE65 9PT
Tel: 07809 205548
27 June 2022

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Felton Parish Council in Felton Village Hall on Monday 4 July 2022, at
7.15 pm for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Felton Parish Council may at any time pass a resolution under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings)
Act 1960 to exclude public and press if the business being discussed is or becomes confidential for any reason. The reason
will be stated as part of the resolution.
Clair Lewis

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
To approve any apologies for absence
2. Disclosure of Interests
a. To disclose any interests in items on the Agenda, including the nature and category of the interest
b. To consider and grant any requests for a dispensation
3. Public Questions
Members of the public may ask questions and make representations. Public questions are limited to ten minutes in total
and it may be necessary to limit the time allotted to each person in accordance with Standing Orders 4(d-j). Please note
that the Parish Council may only take a decision where the item raised is listed elsewhere on the agenda.
4. Minutes of previous meeting
To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 6 June 2022 (Pages 3-7)
5. Finance
a. To receive financial summary and budget monitoring to 27 June 2022 (Pages 8-11)
b. To authorise payments (Page 12)
6. Felton Surgery
To review progress and to agree any required actions
7. Standing Item – Report from County Councillor
To receive a report from County Councillor Thorne
8. Update from Committees and Working Groups (as required)
To receive an update from Committees and Working Groups on matters and actions since the date of the last Parish
Council meeting
9. Standing Item – Parish Representation at Meetings
To receive reports from councillors on any meetings attended since the date of the last Parish Council meeting
10. Standing Item – Update from Northumbria Police
To receive a report from Northumbria Police
11. Leamington Lane Bus Shelter
To discuss quote(s) received and to agree next steps
12. Red Phone Box
To receive update and to agree next steps
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13. Local Transport Plan Programme 2023-24
To discuss and agree priorities for submission to NCC for inclusion in the LTP 2023-24. NCC feedback on
submissions made last year is set out on Page 12
14. Social Media
To agree what social media presence the Parish Council should have and arrangements to implement this
15. Felton Surgery
To consider whether the Parish Council should apply for outline planning permission for the new surgery development
16. Neighbourhood Plan
To agree whether to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan and to agree next steps
17. Correspondence Received
To receive list of correspondence received (Page 12)
18. Planning
To receive list of ongoing planning matters (Page 13)
19. Ongoing Matters
To receive list update on ongoing matters (circulated as separate document)
20. Items for the next Agenda
Items received later than 22 August will be included if possible but may be deferred to the following meeting
21. Items for next agenda
22. Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 5 September 2022 at 7:15pm in Felton Village Hall
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ITEM 4 – DRAFT MINUTES
At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on 6 June 2022. The Meeting started late at
7:18pm.
Present:

Cllrs J Cruden, G Cuthbert, R Evans, C Gamble, T Hood, A MacDonald, L Sowter (Chairman) and
A Walton.

28.

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Blagburn

29.

Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda and Granting of Dispensations

30.

31.

a.

Cllr Evans disclosed an interest in Item 18 (Correspondence). Cllr Evans expressed dissatisfaction that his
emails had not been listed in correspondence received and that despite reminders and assurances received
from the Clerk, the resolution passed by the Council in February had not been actioned. The Clerk informed
Cllr Evans that the document in question had been signed and that she had a copy with her to pass to him.
Cllrs Cruden and Sowter stated that they had both signed the document. The original will be sent to Cllr
Evans’ solicitors.

b.

Cllr Walton declared an interest in Item 17a (Felton & Thirston Fair) as a Fair Committee member.

c.

Cllrs Sowter, Cruden and Gamble declared an interest in Item 20 (Ongoing Matters) to the extent that access
on Recreation Lane is discussed as they all own properties on the Lane.

Public Participation
a.

A resident stated that they had had a further letter from NCC relating to the Mouldshaugh Garages. The
letter states that NCC want to knock down the third row of thirteen garages to make room for eleven parking
spaces. The Parish Council has not received a copy of the letter. The resident pointed out that there is a
difference in parking your car in a garage at that distance from your house, but that you might not have the
same insurance cover if you park it in a parking space that far away. NCC have asked for a meeting to
update the Parish Council, provisionally on 17 June 2022. It was agreed that sufficient councillors are
available and the meeting should be accepted.

b.

A resident stated that his email of 20 May 2022 listed in correspondence did not only refer to DPIs but also
requested an apology. He noted that he had received an interim response but no formal response to either
item.

c.

A resident stated that it was a shame his request was not included on the agenda, for the Parish Council to
consider freezing or reducing the precept due to the cost of living crisis. The resident accepted the response
provided by the Clerk by email but suggested it would have been good for this to have been discussed at
the meeting so that the public were aware and that residents requesting items may have additional
information which they could share with the Parish Council. The Clerk stated that the precept acts as a
balancing figure between income and expenditure, and that the Parish Council cannot set the precept without
carrying out its budgeting process. As such, there is no decision to be made at the present time which could
be included on the agenda.

d.

A resident stated that no formal item had been included in the Bridge Newsletter about the Annual Parish
Meeting, contrary to the intention of the Parish Council at the last meeting. Cllr Walton apologised for this
as she had omitted to include an attachment when sending emails to the Bridge newsletter team. By the
time this omission was discovered the newsletter had already gone to print.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 9 May 2022 were approved as a true record subject to the following
amendments:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Minute 5c (wording in square brackets) – inclusion of additional detail, wording provided by Mr Lings.
Minute 8 (table) – correction to members of the Contracts Working Group, incorrectly listed.
Minute 8 (beneath table) – amendment of “is willing to be appointed” to “has been co-opted”.
Minute 16a – amendment of “a resident” to “a committee member”.
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32.

Finances
a.

The financial statement and budget monitoring document to 24 May 2022 was received. The Clerk explained
that the insurance payment shows as a negative. This is due to new formatting of the summary, to only
include 50% of the budget allocation until the second precept instalment is received in September. A resident
asked if the funds should be moved from General Reserves to cover the insurance payment in the meantime
and the Clerk agreed that this should have been done. This will be corrected for the next sheet. The
Cemetery summary has not formatted in the same way as all expenditure is paid from reserves and then
allocated three ways, with the contributions from each of the three councils acting as payment against that
council’s share of expenditure.

b.

Resolved: to authorise the following payments:
Payee
S Wilson – Rent
Three-16
Productions
Staff Salaries and
Expenses

Head of Expenditure
Allotments
Remembrance
Salaries and Expenses

Cost
£75.00

VAT
£15.00

£1,596.04

Total
£75.00
£15.00

Reference

£1,596.04

Staff Salaries include annual maintenance work carried out on the War Memorial and Davisons Obelisk.
33.

Finances – Accounts and Audit for the Year Ending 31 March 2022
The internal audit is ongoing; the Clerk has received some queries from the internal auditor to which she is
responding. The Parish Council will need to have an additional meeting to approve the accounts and to complete
the AGAR, provisionally scheduled for 20 June 2022.

34.

Felton Surgery
The Public Right of Way (Footpath) at the north east of the surgery land has been adopted by NCC as both a
PROW and also under the Section 38 order as highway. NCC may take steps in the future to resolve the dual
adoption and to put the footpath on one or other of their maps. The boundary to the north of the surgery land
appears to be correct: the boundary steps away from the fenceline and appears to include all the Bellway land.
The boundary to the west of the surgery land appears to have been picked up originally from a map of the farm.
No further information has been provided by Assura, the surgery or CCG about the progress of the development.
Resolved: To proceed immediately with the transfer of land from Bellway to the Parish Council with the plan as
previously sent by Bellway.

35.

Report from County Cllr Trevor Thorne – None received.

36.

Update from Committees and Working Groups
a.

The Recreation Field Committee is making progress with the MUGA and Play Area regeneration project.
Cllr Cuthbert and the Clerk are meeting with a play park contractor on Friday and other meetings are being
arranged. The contractors are keeping the boundaries of the field pushed back and have strimmed back the
weeds. The Committee are considering all options, including renewal of the surface as has been carried out
at Vyner Park. Public consultation will be undertaken to establish what residents are looking for, whether
this is a basic playable surface or whether the Parish Council should be seeking funding for a better surface.

b.

The Cemetery Committee has had its annual meeting, appointing Cllr Hood as Chairman and Cllr Greg
Anderson (Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council) as Vice-Chairman. The Committee has
considered the waste area and is now looking to cover this with netting rather than a tarpaulin, to avoid
issues with rainwater. A new wheelie bin house is being considered to prevent the bin from blowing over.
The Clerk believes NCC agreed to take the bin from the Cemetery for emptying and to return it; this does
not seem to be happening consistently. The Clerk will ask for confirmation.
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37.

Recreation Field
a.

Resolved: To approve the purchase of 40m3 play bark from Wharton Landscapes, up to a maximum cost
of £3,000.

b.

Resolved: To authorise the Clerk to instruct Oliver Lambert & Sons to carry out pre-fair safety checks and
any necessary repairs to the electricity boxes on the Recreation Field. Access into the electricity boxes has
now been sorted out.

38.

Parish Representations at Meetings – None

39.

Update from Northumbria Police – None received.

40.

Leamington Lane Bus Shelter
In between meetings, Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council had indicated that it would be prepared to
adopt and maintain the bus shelter Unfortunately, this offer was subsequently retracted due to feedback to
Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council from its parishioners. Cllr Cruden has obtained an informal
estimate of demolition cost from P J Blewitts of around £300. The Parish Council considered the relative costs
of demolition and erection of a new shelter if bus services returned, compared to likely costs for repair of the
current shelter. The Parish Council considered the health and safety risks of the shelter in its current condition.
Resolved: To demolish the shelter. The Clerk will ask P J Blewitts for a formal quote.

41.

Ramp at Riverside
The Parish Council considered the quote received from C Bowden to make repairs to the ramp at Riverside. The
Parish Council noted that only one quote had been obtained and the difficulties in obtaining further quotes due to
the SSSI. The Parish Council also noted that further work may be needed to the ramp if more extensive damage
is exposed during the works.
Resolved:
a.

b.
c.
42.

To suspend Financial Regulation 11.1.h for the reasons set out in the agenda and to approve works by C
Bowden up to a maximum cost of £5,000, subject to the clerk asking for a guarantee of the works from C
Bowden and to receiving approval of the works from Natural England and/or the Environment Agency as
necessary.
To contact County Cllr Thorne as he had pledged to Cllr Cruden to make a contribution from his Members
Small Schemes budget for the works.
To look at whether funding is available through NCC Community Chest.

Red Phone Box
Cllr Cruden has obtained further information from the company regarding the cost of repairing the phone box.
The cost would be £2,9995 (plus VAT) if the phone box is delivered to them. If not, there is an additional cost of
£760 for collection and £860 for the box to be re-sited. The next cheapest company quoted around £5,500. The
Parish Council discussed the expertise required to remove or re-site the box without causing further damage.
The company may also need to replace some of the cast iron base panels with steel, at an additional cost of £125
per panel. The exact cost cannot be determined until the box is with the company and they can assess the work
needed. The Parish Council considered whether it would be more cost effective to replace the phone box with
an already refurbished one, and to possibly swap the box identification number from our box to the replacement
box.
Resolved:
a.
b.

To obtain quotes for a replacement box.
To speak to the NCC Conservation Officer for advice.
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43.

Local Transport Plan Programme 2023-24
The Parish Council discussed the summary and feedback produced by NCC on last year’s LTP submissions and
agreed this was disappointing The summary of each request did not reflect what had been requested or
statements made by NCC officers to the working group. The various schemes are interconnected and while the
Parish Council does not expect them to all take place at once, there needs to be a planned process. The Clerk
will raise this with County Cllr Thorne and will ask for more detailed feedback from NCC. Felton Primary School
Council has raised safe road crossings with Anne-Marie Trevelyan and the Clerk has followed this up. A speed
survey has taken place within the last twelve months but this is not thought to be the same as the traffic survey
required to assess the need for a pedestrian crossing.

44.

Felton & Thirston Fair
a.

Resolved: To have a consultation stall at the Fair, to include consultation on the Recreation Field
Regeneration project including the play area and MUGA, and information on the Biodiversity and Climate
Change Committee’s work, and the plans to refurbish the red phone box.

[Cllr Cruden declared an interest in the next item]
b.
45.

46.

Resolved: To permit vehicle access along Recreation Lane for Felton & Thirston Fair Committee members
and associated persons, i.e., judges and stallholders, and to permit pedestrian access for visitors to the Fair.

Correspondence
a.

Cllr Cruden commented on the email received on 13 May 2022, regarding the Annual Parish Meeting. Cllr
Cruden has pledged to advertise the meeting on social media. Cllr Walton will print a notice for the
community noticeboards. The Council discussed whether it should have its own social media page and the
advantages and disadvantages of this. The Clerk will add this to the next Agenda.

b.

A resident commented that not all correspondence was listed, for example from the internal auditor which
should be circulated to all councillors.

Planning
Planning applications appear to be progressing very slowly at NCC. Since the last meeting, one application
(21/04657/LBC and 21/04661/FUL) has been permitted.

47.

Ongoing Matters
2020/8

The bin outside Hillrise is regularly overflowing. The Clerk will ask NCC how often collections are made.

[Resolved: To extend the meeting to finish the Agenda]
2020/31 The Parish Council is still awaiting an update from NCC on the Lodge. The Clerk will request this again.
2020/39 Cllr Sowter asked what this item related to. The Clerk needed to produce an Action Plan for her CILCA
qualification and it was agreed at the time to put one in place for the Parish Council. The Clerk’s
submission for CILCA can be used as a starting point.
2021/5

The paving slabs have been jet washed. A resident has sanded between them. Unfortunately the sand
seems to be coming out and may need to be replaced by a dry. There is a raised kerb edging stone.
The Clerk will report this to NCC.

2021/6

A resident queried the dates in the Ongoing Matters List, for example, this item (employment contracts)
was originally raised at a Finance Committee meeting on 5 October 2021, but according to the list it
was /raised on 6 December 2021. The Clerk updated the List including dates when it was put back onto
the Agenda for discussion. The employment contracts were discussed at the December Parish Council
meeting.
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48.

Items for the Next Agenda
a.

The following items were agreed for the next Agenda:
-

49.

Social Media for the Parish Council
Red Phone Box
Leamington Lane Bus Shelter
Local Transport Programme Plan

b.

A resident asked the Parish Council to consider including a motion to remove the need for the Clerk to attend
committee and sub-committee meetings, where these do not involve discussion about finances or the
precept, in order to reduce the Clerk’s hours to 25. Cllr Sowter noted the request.

c.

A resident has heard that Swarland First School may possibly be closed. This would have implications for
Felton Primary School and for school traffic, which might be a possible reason to have parking at the garages.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting – 7:15pm on Monday 4 July 2022 at Felton Village Hall.

Chairman closed the meeting at 9:30pm.
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ITEM 5a
FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Financial Position at 28 June 2022

BALANCE b/f at 1 April 2022
Felton Parish Council
Felton Cemetery Joint Committee
Income
Felton Parish Council
Precept
Allotments
Bank Interest
Davisons Obelisk
Donations
Insurance
Northern Powergrid Wayleave - Recreation Field
Play Area
Recreation Field
Recreation Lane - Maintenance Contribution
Reimbursement of NCC cemetery charges
VAT Refunds
War Memorial
Misc

Income
Felton Cemetery Joint Committee
Fees
Interest
VAT Refunds
Donations
Miscellaneous

Parish Contributions

68,980.68
21,685.61
Anticipated
(in Budget)
32,812.00
220.00
20.00
175.00
480.00
78.00
1,300.00
90.00
500.00
35,675.00
Anticipated
(in Budget)
4,280.00
50.00
140.00
4,470.00
2,998.00

Combined Balance b/f

90,666.29

Actual
(Year to Date)
16,406.00
20.00
1.94
16,427.94
Actual
(Year to Date)
1,020.00
65.00
1,085.00
-
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Expenditure

Reserves at Allocation of
Receipts
1 April 2022 Budget at 1 (Year to Date)
April 2022

Felton Parish Council
Non-earmarked Funds (any unspent
budget allocation transfers to
General Reserves at Year End)
Admin
Cemetery - Parish contribution
Clerk's Salary
Clerk's Expenses
Compliance
Donations
Insurance
IT Costs
Misc
Recreation Field
Recreation Field - All Weather Court Lights
Recreation Lane - Upkeep
Room Hire
Stationery
Subscriptions and Training
War Memorial
VAT - Recoverable
VAT - Unrecoverable (no receipt)
Zoom
Earmarked Reserves (any unspent
funds at Year End are retained in
Allotments
170.00
Audit fee
4,600.00
Chartered Surveyor's Costs
3,500.00
Davisons Obelisk
200.00
Defib Machine
170.00
Election Costs
2,335.47
Environmental / Riverside
4,938.37
Felton in Bloom
715.38
Fixed Assets
3,210.68

1,850.00
7,000.00
250.00
35.00
500.00
1,600.00
190.00
4,000.00
1,000.00
650.00
400.00
500.00
500.00
-

500.00
200.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00

Transfers
from Gen.
Reserves

3.00

780.74

122.97

50.00

Payments
Transfers to
(Year to Date) Other Funds

Current Balance
(incl. 50%
allocated budget)

3.00
1,298.34
19.21
1,580.74
82.99
55.28
46.00
128.94
372.97
62.76
-

0.00
925.00
2,201.66
105.79
17.50
250.00
0.00
12.01
0.00
1,944.72
0.00
500.00
279.00
71.06
0.00
0.00
187.24
0.00
0.00

75.00
350.00
50.00
-

0.00
345.00
4,600.00
3,500.00
0.00
170.00
2,835.47
5,688.37
665.38
3,710.68
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Expenditure

Earmarked Reserves cont.
Legal Fees
Neighbourhood Plan
Noticeboard - Replacement
Oval & South View/South Lane
Rec Field - Court Surface
Rec Field - Drainage
Rec Field - Minor Expenditure
Rec Field - Multi User Building
Rec Field - Play Area
Rec Lane - Maintenance
Street Furniture
General Reserves (any unspent
funds at Year End are retained in
reserve fund)

Reserves at Allocation of
Receipts
1 April 2022 Budget at 1 (Year to Date)
April 2022
5,892.00
3,941.82
500.00
11,000.00
1,930.00
424.17
14,000.00
1,375.00
442.17

6,677.05
66,022.11

Transfers
from Gen.
Reserves

2,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
6,000.00
2,000.00

35,675.00

Payments
Transfers to
(Year to Date) Other Funds
0.00
5,892.00
3,941.82
500.00
1,000.00
11,500.00
2,430.00
253.01
14,500.00
3,000.00
1,375.00
1,442.17

-

171.16
-

117.51
117.51

956.71

4,296.39

956.71

5,837.85

956.71

79,680.73
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Expenditure

Felton Cemetery Joint Committee
Admin
Room Hire
Clerk Salaries
Insurance
Fixed Assets
Grounds Maintenance - staff
Grounds Maintenance - other
Materials
Fuel
Graves - staff
Graves - other
Waste Area
War Memorial
Plants
Remembrance
Misc
Training
Recoverable VAT
Unrecoverable VAT - no receipt
Earmarked Reserves (any unspent
Mower and Strimmer
Consecration
New Cemetery Fund
Cherry Tree
Broom Willis Fund
General Reserves (any unspent
funds at Year End are retained in
reserve fund)

BALANCE c/f at 28 June 2022
Felton Parish Council
Felton Cemetery Joint Committee

Reserves at Allocation of
Receipts
1 April 2022 Budget at 1 (Year to Date)
April 2022
20.00
48.00
450.00
30.00
320.00
4,480.00
230.00
50.00
140.00
1,000.00
290.00
30.00
90.00
110.00

-

180.00
-

-

-

425.50
750.00
10,525.00
275.00
442.87
9,267.24

-

-

6,383.00

21,685.61

7,468.00 -

6,383.00

81,112.23
21,234.79

Transfers
from Gen.
Reserves

102.74

60.00

2.75

165.49

Payments
Transfers to
(Year to Date) Other Funds

220.00
10.51
635.52
152.74
43.75
350.00
75.00
45.55
2.75

1,535.82

Current Balance

165.49

20.00
48.00
230.00
19.49
320.00
3,844.48
230.00
0.00
96.25
1,000.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
30.00
15.00
110.00
0.00
134.45
0.00
0.00
425.50
750.00
10,525.00
275.00
442.87
2,718.75

165.49

21,234.79
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ITEM 5b
PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL AT THE MEETING ON 4 July 2022
Payments made since the last meeting
Payee
Southern Electric
Felton W.I.
Bentham Ltd
Felton Village Hall
SLCC Membership
Gustharts

Cost
55.28
50.00
54.08
46.00
144.00
152.74

VAT
2.76
10.80

30.55

Total
58.04
50.00
64.88
46.00
144.00
183.29

Head of Expenditure
Recreation Field
Felton in Bloom
Stationery
Room Hire
Subscriptions
Cemetery Materials/Parts

ITEM 13 – NCC SUMMARY OF AND FEEDBACK ON LTP SUBMISSIONS 2022-23

Parking and traffic issues at
the Oval, Felton
Parking issues and Road
Surface at South View and
South Lane, Felton
Speeding through Felton

LTP funding cannot be used to create additional parking for residents.
Feasibility included in the current LTP Programme to provide residents with the
information they require to be able to secure funding for parking improvements.
A speed survey will be carried out to determine whether traffic speeds are an issue.
If the results show that speeds are high, measures to address this can be considered
for a future LTP Programme.

ITEM 17 - CORRESPONDENCE
25/5/22

Email alerting to trip hazard caused by
raised edging stone in front of paved
area by Village Hall benches

Response sent and notified to NCC

29/5/22

Email regarding lack of advertisement
of the Parish Meeting (continuing email
chain from earlier in month)

Explanation given by Cllr Walton at June meeting
regarding lack of inclusion in the Bridge newsletter;
social media on Agenda for July meeting

4/6/22

Email regarding NCC records being out
of date for elected councillors and that
changes to DPIs need to be declared
within 28 days

Response sent

4/6/22

Copied into invite from resident to
County Cllr Thorne to attend the Parish
Meeting

No response required

12/6/22

Email regarding benches and raised
edging stone outside Village Hall

Response sent

16/6/22

Email regarding sewage outflow at the
Sewage Farm

Response sent
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ITEM 18 – ONGOING PLANING MATTERS
Felton Parish Council is a consultee on planning applications within the parish. All planning decisions are taken by NCC.
21/04730/FUL

4 Low Close Felton NE65 9FF – Installation of gabion basket wall
approximately 4.5m x 1m high to enable area to be infilled, then plant new
shrubs and plant. Installation of timber decking to remainder of area

Awaiting
decision

Expressed
concerns

22/00039/LBC
and
22/00038/FUL

18 Main Street Felton NE65 9PN – Installation of 4x new rooflights;
relocation of 1x existing rooflight (games room to master bed); reversal of
stairs (dining room); part first floor removed (ex games room); and internal
opening altered (kitchen to dining)

Awaiting
decision

No objections

22/00001/LBC

6-8 Riverside – Reconstruction of part of west gable wall and replacement
chimney

Awaiting
decision

No objections

22/00610/FUL

River Cottage, Mouldshaugh Farm, Mouldshaugh Lane – Demolition of
stable block and construction of new garage block with studio above and
new stable block

Permitted

No objections

22/02113/LBC

16 Riverside – Listed Building Consent for localised slate roof repairs (inc
repointing to chimney & stone watertable), cleaning, repairs and
decoration to cast iron rainwater goods, timber repairs in accordance with
a Structural Engineers report on the roof timbers, install slate ventilators
(rear roof pitch), localised repairs to masonry garden walls, plus stone
repairs to embankment to Back Burn, localised external stone repairs and
localised repointing with lime mortar to house walls where damaged and
replacement of the damaged and unsafe front garden steps

Awaiting
decision

In circulation
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