[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		1st June 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), 
	In attendance:		County Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.03 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence – Cllr Dave Wellden (DW) on holiday.
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 21 below 
a) Local Transport Plan Capital Programme 2023-24
b) Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA) Consultation 
3) [bookmark: _Hlk104529863]Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) [bookmark: _Hlk104541395]Longframlington Emergency Planning: Helen Hinds, Business Resilience and Emergency Planning Lead, Civil Contingencies Team, Northumberland County Council was unable to attend the meeting due to a broken ankle. Instead, Nigel Fisher from the Civil Contingencies Team attended the meeting to discuss with members how Longframlington and NCC could work together on Resilience  & Emergency Planning. He explained that the team had four full time staff and provided a 365 day /24x7 cover for major incidents across the whole County. Storm Arwen had been an unprecedented emergency and whilst NCC had set up its response, this had been inadequate due to the scale of the crisis and the total loss of communications. NCC were in the process of undertaking a major debrief with the intention of improving the emergency provision and included the emergency service, the utility companies and local and parish councils. The Plan could not work without the contribution of local communities, which had been exceptional during Storm Arwen. The intention was to bring parishes together to set up Community Hubs across the County organised and supported by NCCs Communities Together who had an additional 24 staff at their disposal. He suggested one such community hub could include Swarland, Longhorsley and Longframlington, although it would be up to the individual parishes to decide if they wished to combine their provision. The Longframlington Memorial Hall was already recognised as a hub facility. Members discussed with Nigel:
a)  The specific difficulties experienced by people of the village during the recent storms, especially the loss of communications and electricity. 
b) The need to install a generator at the Memorial Hall which would need to be funded and fully maintained. 
c) In terms of working with other parishes, Longframlington had already agreed to include Brinkburn it its provision.
d) Arrangements for identifying vulnerable people and volunteers.
 Nigel asked that over the next few weeks the Parish draws together the provision it could offer using the Town & Parish Council Emergency Plan template to map out its draft plan. Once the draft plan was drawn up a further meeting with the Civil Contingencies team would take place to move the plan forward and link this into the overarching county plan. At which point all the relevant contact details of the emergency provision provided by NCC and the other services would be shared with the Parish Council. The Chair thanked Nigel for his very valuable contribution. 
Nigel Fisher left the meeting at 7.39 p.m.
It was agreed that GF/Clerk would set up a specific meeting for members and one representative from each of the key village organisations before the end of June.						              		              Action: GF/Clerk
6) Community Police Report None received.
7) County Councillors Report  TT reported on the meetings that taken place regarding the proposal for a new school in Longframlington. He had attended constructive meetings with the Headteacher, Chair of Governors and one other governor, followed by a meeting with the NCC Education Department where he was able to set out the reasons for a new school for the future and discuss its implications. He then went to a very well attended meeting of the Swarland Parish Council. This had been a very lively meeting with some very vociferous opinions raised against the proposal. The argument that the current school had come to the end of its life was not accepted. Swarland people did not feel it was right that their children should travel to Longframlington for school even though Longframlington children had done this for the last 70 years and made up over 50% of the school population against 25% for Swarland . Following these meetings, a notice was published on Facebook that stated NCC had no plans for the development of a new school in Longframlington at the present time. TT said that he would continue to fight and lobby for a new school in Longframlington as he saw that this was a real need for the village for the future. LPC members discussed the issue with Cllr Thorne at some length. It was clear that Longframlington children were missing out on many of the school facilities provided to children in other parts of the County. With Chester Bears closing there was now no local nursery provision for Longframlington children. The village was having a further 150 houses being built and as many of these were affordable housing, it was clear that the numbers of children from the village of first school age would increase. It was noted that LPC had not as yet received any official notification from NCC of their decision on this matter. Members thanked Cllr Thorne for all his efforts on this matter.
GF informed TT that there had been a disappointing response from Cussins development regarding their agreement within the planning application to fund the provision of two bus stops on each side of the A697 at the North End of the village. They had stated that the planning agreement did not include bus shelters also these bus stops would need a new bus provision to be warranted. If this provision was not made and the stops did not appear to be needed, they would not allow the PC to use the monies for other village projects and would be ‘taking their money back’. Members discussed the dangers of bus stops on the A697. To date Cussins had not contributed one penny to the village, why could this money not be used for some other village project. Indeed, the only money the village had ever received from all the development in the village was £5k from the S106 fund for playground equipment, TT had spoken to Jabin Cussins, Chief Executive of Cussins Development and he was willing to meet with GF and TT to discuss this matter further. TT agreed to arrange this meeting.						                          					        Action: TT
Cllr Thorne reported that there was to be a further new green energy company in Blyth producing cables for offshore wind energy bringing 200 new jobs which included an employment plan for the training of local people.
8) Minutes of Previous Meeting To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2022. The minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. Proposed DL, Seconded GA, All in Favour
Housekeeping Issues 
9) Matters Arising out of Minutes
a) Councillor Vacancies. No applications received to date. GN stated that this was very disappointing and that in her 20+ years as a councillor she could not remember a time when there had been two vacancies for such a long period. Members were asked to encourage people to come forward to volunteer. 		       						        Action: All
b) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. GF had to make a further request for the Stage III Safety Audit report from NCC Highways. No specific road issues or safety problems had been identified other than one safety light that had been omitted. The report had not addressed the three issues raised by the PC and many residents:
i. The visibility problems of vehicles exiting from High Town
ii. The priority at the West End chicane was the wrong way round causing visibility issues for vehicles travelling east and a potential hazard in icy weather for vehicles having  to stop on a steep incline.
iii. Vehicles travelling at speed past the children’s play area between the A697 junction and the first chicane.
TT recommended that the PC write back to Highways saying it did not accept the findings of the report and that they had not addressed the issues raised by the village. It was agreed in the first instance that GF set up a site meeting with Chris Westerbury,  NCC Highways, TT and himself  to discuss this matter.		        						        Action: GF
c) Electric Vehicle Charger (EVCs). Clerk had informed NCC that the Tank Turn was not suitable for placing EVCs and suggested rear of Memorial Hall as alternative. NCC were willing to consider this alternative. Clerk had written to Chair of Memorial Hall Committee outlining the situation. The Memorial Hall Committee was to consider the request at its meeting on 7th June, but asked for the following  information from NCC to help them understand better what is proposed. Questions and response below:
i. How many parking bays will be required? Ideally 4 so we can install 2 double headed chargepoints. 2 at a minimum (one chargepoint)
ii. Will the Hall receive any fee for hosting the charging point? No
iii. How will electricity be provided to the charging point? i.e. will the installation involve any excavation and cable-laying. Yes, electricity will be drawn from the nearest available District Network Operator connection point. This would be undertaken by our installation team.
iv. Will there be any time limitation to prevent a user leaving a vehicle there for more than a few hours? This can be discussed. We would want to allow residents to charge their vehicles overnight if they live nearby and have no driveway to charge at home.
v. Any other information which would be useful. Main point is that this is all subject to a successful funding application to the OZEV On Street Residential Chargepoint Scheme. As such any proposal would have to be confirmed by them. NCC is not able to commit to installation at this point but is simply looking to explore options in collaboration with local stakeholders.
d) Bus Shelter Electricity. The NCC Operations Manager for Street Lighting had been instructed to go ahead with the work. Advice received recommended that an unmetered account was a cheaper option. The PC would still end up with a fixed charge for the unit and supply. Further instructions on this from NCC was awaited.
10) Meetings to Attend / Attended - None 
11) Finance
a) [bookmark: _Hlk105415663]Notification of receipts in the months of May 2022. Approved.
	04/05/2022
	Funeral Services Ltd
	Charles Grint Deed of Grant
	400.00


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of May 2022. Approved.
	09/05/2022
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance
	125.00

	16/05/2022
	David Carr ref LPCMedals220516
	Medals for Games for Jubilee
	30.97

	23/05/2022
	BHPC
	Cemetery Land Registry Transfer
	1.00

	25/05/2022
	Cllr Gillian Apthorpe
	Expenses - Jubilee Crafts
	81.56

	29/05/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	345.69

	29/05/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	83.00

	
	
	Total
	667.22


c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st May  2022. Approved.
	
	Balance per bank statements as at 25th May 2022
	
	£

	
	
	Community account
	
	57768.94

	
	
	Business Saver
	
	6104.92

	
	
	
	
	
	63873.86

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	25/05/2022
	Gillian Apthorpe
	81.56
	

	
	
	29/05/2022
	G Rhodes
	345.69
	

	
	
	29/05/2022
	HMRC
	83.00
	510.25

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	
	63363.61

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	
	63363.61


12) Allotments
a) Management 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk104540513]To discuss a proposal from an allotment tenant for allotment holders to sell excess produce to the wider community by an honesty box type approach with the proceeds specifically being used to support community groups/projects.  The members discussed this matter at some length and whilst they thought this was an excellent idea, there were some considerable difficulties with the request with respect to the current allotment rules and the mechanism by which an honesty box could be monitored. Members agreed that it would be more preferable to give excess produce away for free and requesting people to make a contribution to a charity of their choice if they were able. Organisations that had specific needs for financial support could make a direct request to the PC. GF/Clerk to formulate a response on behalf of members.	 			              			              Action: GF/Clerk
ii. Maintenance  There were a number of outstanding jobs to do with respect to repairs to fencing, gates and the removal of spoil. GF to speak to the contractor about this.					        				        Action: GF
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  Surplus chippings from the mini-slide were to be used to top up the area around the swings and the new multiplay area. The staggers were to be re-sited the following week. Agreed that the contractor to use a Flymo on the rills to get a closer cut. All of this work to be completed before the RoSPA inspection. No further issues to report.			
b) Update on repairs.  The second bracket to the sportscourt floodlights had been fitted and all the lights were in good working order. DW had done a fantastic job on the repairs to the horse rocker. Members recorded their thanks to Dave for the excellent job well done.
c) RoSPA inspection. To take place the first two weeks in June. All was in order for the inspection.
d) Play area/tank turn hedge & fence. The rills adjacent the staggers had been infilled the staggers themselves to be re-sited during the week.
e) Sports court and football field: Response to letter from Steve Buckley. Members accepted the response to Mr Buckley. DL agreed to research /cost for suitable surfaces and protective barriers for sports court for future consideration by the Council.	        Action: DL
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields: to allow plots to be discharged on a group of plots basis 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm - application for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	21/01136/FUL
	Land South of Embleton Hall: Construction of 1no detached dwelling (as amended)
	Refused
APPEAL
	See previous minutes for details.

	22/00190/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. House Types for Phase 2 amended
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00191/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. Amendments to house types 1,6, 9, 10 and 13
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00248/FUL
	Atheys Moor Airfield Longframlington Morpeth Construction of 2No micro-light aircraft hangers 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00443/FUL
	The Old Weigh Station C106. Proposed new access
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00929/FUL
	The Tealing. Construction of detached 2 storey 3 bed property, with private access and front bin and bike store.
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00585/FUL 
	22/00585/FUL Coquetdale House Rothbury Road. 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/00590/FUL
	Canada Farm Longframlington. Phase 3 of the existing falcon breeding facility
	Registered 
	See previous minutes for details 

	2/01258/FUL
	North End Cottage North End Dairy Lane. 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/01263/FUL
	13 Simonside Drive. Single storey side extension
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/01371/FUL
	Low Town Longframlington: Timber framed agricultural building for the storage
	Registered
	Insufficient responses to make comment


Members were reminded of the importance of ensuring to respond to requests for comments for all planning applications.									       					    Action: All
b) Revocation of Alnwick District Tree Preservation Order (1989): Embleton Hall. GF agreed to establish the specific location of the Tree Preservation Order at Embleton Hall in order that this matter could be discussed at the next meeting.		        Action: GF
c) Consultation on street naming and numbering request: 11 new houses at Land West Of North End Farm.  No objection.	   Action: Clerk
15) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. Interment: Michael Cay (Plot A2) (Deed of Grant -Paid in Full). Deed of grant application Charles Grint (Plot 308) - £400 paid in full.
b) Memorial applications. James Skelly to be lifted for inscription in the next week or so. (already approved). Alan Skelly permission to lay a Cremated Remains Memorial granted (Plot A3b).
c) Maintenance. No current issues reported.
d) Cemetery Extension. The completed and signed HM Land Registry: Transfer of whole registered titles which formally agrees the transfer of land from Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst (BHPC) and Longframlington Parishes solely to LPC  had been returned to the solicitor for submission to HM Land Registry and the £1.00 transfer fee had been paid to BHPC. Members thanked GF for all his work and dedication on this matter.
16) Action Plan – May 2022
a) Review the Parish Council Action Plan. No changes made.
b) Allotments GF and GA agreed to carry out inspections.				                  		Action: GF/GA
c) Village Inspection – check hedges, trees and weeds for report to NCC.				      		      Action: ALL
d) Pension Auto-enrolment. Completed.
Main Issues 
17) Arrangements for the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations.  The plan for the celebrations were well advanced. On Thursday there was to be a ‘Crafty Crown’ making event for the Children. Friday there would be two football events; a children’s match followed by parents and kids match. Also, the 100-mile relay race around the perimeter of the Green. Saturday would be the Picnic in the Park with children’s races. Photos to be sent to the Gazette. Members thanked Gillian Apthorpe for the excellent job in organising the event and to all those who volunteered to help.
18) Ukrainian Refugees: Clerk had received an email from a resident who was imminently to host a Ukrainian refugee and wanted to know what support the Parish Council may offer Ukrainian refugees living in the Parish. Members discussed the limitations laid down for Parish Councils in providing financial support for individuals. The PC were not in a position to organise volunteers to support refugee families and their hosts due to data control regulations and that members as volunteers had insufficient time to do this and that the Clerk had a limited number of hours for the work of the PC. Government and the County Council provided funding to refugees and their hosts. The Parish Council would be ready to intervene where necessary to assist refugees or their hosts in dealing with such agencies. GF/Clerk make a response on behalf of the PC.						                               		          Action: GF/Clerk
19) Northumberland Community Climate Fund. Council funding was now available to help community groups take action on climate change. NCC is offering financial support to organisations to become more sustainable. Two funding opportunities were available: a small bid of up to £1,000 which could help groups with event equipment, hire costs, energy audits and the planting of community orchards and other greenery. The second a larger bid of up to £5,000 which could go towards renewable energy and retrofitting. Bids were being welcomed until Wednesday 15 June. It was agreed to forward the information onto the Memorial Hall as this could be of interest.		   Action: Clerk
20) NCC Climate Website proposal. The climate change team at NCC were in the process of creating a new website which would help town or parish councils take action on climate change. They had issued a survey and members were invited to respond individually.	      Action: ALL
21) Any  Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
a) Local Transport Plan Capital Programme  Priorities 2023-24. NCC were asking Local and Parish Councils to submit their three priorities before Friday 29th July 2022. The following draft priorities were agreed. 
i. Alnwick Fords: To provide clearer signage and investigation of the bridge surface which is flooding during and after heavy cloudbursts. The current signs are too small and often obscured by trees and vegetation which are badly needed to be cut back.
ii. Speed Restrictions into the village both North and South. Agreed to download the data from the VAS speed signs to support this priority.							        Action: GF
iii. Pedestrian Crossings along the A697. There is a growing demand for this due to the increasing numbers of houses on both sides of the A697 through the village. The last NCC survey was undertaken some years ago before such development was taking place. The survey only covered a 50m stretch either side of the sensor and was sited inappropriately. Prior to a further survey being taken, an assessment of where people cross along the whole length of the A697 through the village needs to be carried out.
	The priorities to be reviewed and be formally adopted at the July meeting of the Council.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk104543280]Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA) Consultation:  Deferred until the next meeting.
22) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 6th July 2022 at 7.00 p.m.
a) Revocation of Alnwick District Tree Preservation Order (1989): Embleton Hall.
b) Local Transport Plan Capital Programme  Priorities 2023-24
c) Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA) Consultation

Meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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