


Minutes of meeting of Warden Parish Council held at 7pm on Monday 7th March 2022 in Newbrough Town Hall 
Those Present: Cllrs S Robson (Chairman), G Charlton, L Kay, J Martin, D Bowman, County Cllr N Morphet, 
C Miller (Clerk), C Hall (Environment Agency), H Newell (Chair of Humshaugh Parish Council), D Spearman (Newbrough Town Hall), one member of the public

2022/18	Apologies for Absence
Cllr’s WJ Foot, D Liddle, SJ Heminsley

2022/19	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr S Robson declared an interest in the Railway Inn.

2022/20	Meeting with Environment Agency
Colin Hall Community Engagement Officer, Flood Resilience Department of Environment Agency present.  EA were attempting to raise flood resilience and understanding within communities, with 150 volunteer flood wardens county-wide. A  plan/flood group in place at Warden, with plan to be re-vamped into a contingency plan, should water levels rise.  Further volunteers were always welcome, and people can sign up to the flood warning service, which gives early warning of water rises, allows measures to be put in place, and move people out of harm’s way.  EA can advise on property resilience measures and when there are potential impacts, EA pass advisory messages to flood groups.  

Clearance of the Northern Arch at Warden Bridge being considered next week.  There is an existing link on the community web-site to the river level monitor at Warden.                 

2022/21	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
Parishioner asked in view of Frankham Quarry planning permission being granted, does the Parish Council have any intention of making the County Council accountable should future issues occur, and monitoring the roads for possible deaths. As part of the planning conditions, monitoring has to be carried out monthly with written reporting on an annual basis, however it was understood the condition had been altered to implement written monthly reporting.  There was a stipulation quarrying could not take place within one metre of the water table.  The statutory consultees had felt the planning proposals were safe if certain conditions applied, therefore every consultee had withdrawn their objections.  There will be a maximum of 6 wagon trips permitted per day.  The Parish Council do not have statutory powers to request additional monitoring, however planning documentation would be perused.  ACTION Cllr S Robson to access planning documentation displayed on planning portal; County Cllr to confirm whether the monthly reporting statistics would be available to the public.             

2022/22	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 10th January 2022
It was resolved the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 10th January 2022 be accepted as a true record.

2022/23	Allotments – to consider issues relating to water supply
Cllr WJ Foot not present.

2022/24	Litter pick
Litter pick arranged 3/4/22, to  meet 10am at the Beacon.

2022/25	Roads/footpaths/village maintenance 
Volunteers secured with footpath clearance works to be carried out 19/4/22.  A deep hole had appeared in the footpath 
near to East Fourstones electricity sub-station, and Warden bridge required road sweeping due to mud.  ACTION: Clerk to 
report issues to County Council.  

2022/25/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages 
Traffic speed surveys had been carried out at Hardhaugh and North Bank with results awaited, however Northumbria 
Police  do not accept surveys conducted less than 150m from 30mph signage.  Two NCC Officers had rejected the request 
[bookmark: _GoBack]to extend the 30mph area up North Bank, in order for a village to qualify it needs to have 20 houses over 600m, however 
clarification on the stipulations being sought by County Cllr.  

2022/25/02	Litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
County Council had confirmed bin would be placed by the end of March 2022.

2022/25/03	Footpath clearance works/hedgerow obstructions, including Broadway to East Fourstones 
Discussed earlier.

2022/25/04	To receive update on proposed village signage – to approve costs for stone signage 
Landowner at Warden Bridge had not yet given permission for placement of signage.  ACTION: Clerk to re-contact 
landowner.  

2022/25/05	To receive update on signage east of Paper Mill requiring replacing
Signage had been replaced.

2022/25/06	To receive update on recycled seating at Crossgates
D Liddle had agreed at previous meeting to contact landowner to seek agreement. ACTION: Clerk to contact D Liddle and 
request update.  Recycled seating had been circulated to all Parish Cllrs.  A resident of Allerwash had asked County Cllr to 
provide parish seating, further to Newbrough Parish Council rejecting the request, and Crossgates seating could be 
included in these proposals.

2022/25/07	To consider one-way proposal on Eastfourstones Lane
Deferred until next meeting.

2022/25/08	To consider parishioner suggestions for rewilding areas
Climate Action Group to consider areas for rewilding.

2022/25/09	To receive update on cleansing of Give Way signage at North Bank, Fourstones
Cllr G Charlton had cleansed Give Way signage.

2022/26	Planning 
2022/26/01	Planning Applications received
No planning applications had been received.

2022/26/02	Frankham Quarry Planning Application
Discussed earlier.

2022/27	Reports 
2022/27/01	Town Hall
Annual report compiled by Town Hall Committee.  Hall use and Bunkhouse increasing.  Hall registered by County Council as a Rest Centre during emergencies.  Subject to confirmation from insurer, purchase of 4kw space heaters to be considered.  Various Queen’s Platinum Celebrations, monthly film night(s), music event and spring fair to be held. 

2022/27/02	Northumberland County Council
County Council Storm Arwen review underway, with companies to be interviewed, and Northern Powergrid did not appear to be replacing wooden poles to the required standard.  There were to be additional advantageous revisions to bus timetable(s).  Emergency Government funding for bus services extended until October 2022.  Green way North side of Mossy – County Council Rights of Way Officer to carry out preliminary investigations, with Sustrans to action subsequent work.  Steps by Warden Bridge, North side of river – footpath to be closed to allow improvement works by the Environment Agency.  County Council had launched a public consultation on walking and cycling infrastructure plans.  The definition of Climate Emergency to be drawn up by County Council, and their Parish Council Climate Change toolkit to be available end March 2022.  Section 106 money – developer contributions specific to the development, however Tynedale area  different, with some contributions allowing to be pooled into a sport and play funding pot, however this requirement  to be altered in the future to be for contribution to Open Space.   Newbrough Parish Council had reported the new broadband cabinet at Butt Bank had been placed right infront of a bench, however this was not considered to be a problem.

2022/27/03	Cricket Club
Cllr WJ Foot not present.

2022/28	Financial Matters
2022/28/01	Payments due: C Miller – January, February Salary - £339.70 ; Expenses - £38.10; YoungsRPS – allotment rent £200.00.

It was resolved to approve the payments

2022/28/02	To receive update on BACS payment method
Clerk had re-contacted HSBC with a further £100 compensation received, however relevant forms to apply for BACS payment still awaited.

2022/28/03	To consider request for grant from Citizens Advice Northumberland (£60 granted y/e 31/3/21) and Northumberland Age UK (£60 granted y/e 31/3/21.
It was resolved to grant £60 to Citizens Advice Northumberland and £60 to Northumberland Age UK.

2022/28/04	Gas testing of Millennium Wheel burners/solar powered lighting around Beacon basket – to approve quotation for gas testing/upgrade works
One quotation had been received, however if a cheaper quote is received within the next two weeks this would be accepted. ACTION: Cllr WJ Foot to request additional quote(s).

2022/28/05	To consider proposals for Section 106 funding available for the parish
Discussed earlier.

2022/28/06	To receive acknowledgement of grant from Tynedale Hospice at Home
Acknowledgement of grant noted.

2022/29	The Railway Inn
Nothing to report.

2022/30	Climate Change 
2022/30/01	To receive update from Climate Change Group 
Next meeting scheduled for 8/3/22.

2022/31	To consider 70 year Queen Elizabeth celebrations June 2022
Sub-committee to consider/organise celebrations of lighting beacon/piper/hog roast 2/6/22; ceilidh and exhibition in Town Hall 3/6/22; afternoon tea 4/6/22; possible cricket and children’s entertainment.  Clerk had submitted application for £500 funding to County Council.

2022/32	To consider Parish Council response to emergencies within the parish; to consider responding to 
County Council  Storm Arwen Review
Cllr D Bowman reported the three recent storms had all caused disruption due to problems with falling trees on power/ railway lines and properties.  To avoid this re-occurring, dangerous trees should be removed, and the Parish Council able to identify trees that require felling.   ACTION: County Cllr to obtain further information on tree matters in due course. Setting up of a Tree Warden group to be considered at next PC meeting.                 

2022/33	Review of Asset Register and Risk Assessment 
It was resolved to accept the Asset Register as an accurate record, and the Risk Assessment as sufficient for the present needs of the Parish Council.

2022/34	Review of Internal Controls
It was resolved the internal controls were sufficient for the present needs of the Parish Council.

2022/35	Review of Internal Auditor
D Metcalfe had agreed to carry out the internal audit for year ending 31/3/22 and it was resolved he would be 
re-engaged.

2022/36	Review of Insurance Policy
Public Liability cover £10m; Fidelity guarantee cover £150,000; Cover for members and clerk for any negligent act, accidental error or omission committed £500,000, assets valued at £55339.98. Cover(s) were considered sufficient for the present needs of the Parish Council.

2022/37	To receive items for next meeting 
NALC – The Armed Forces Covenant  - NCC made a commitment to support the Armed Forces Community by signing the Armed Forces Covenant in 2012 and renewing their commitment in 2020.  The Covenant is a promise from the nation that those who serve or have served, and their families, are treated fairly. NALC had arranged electronic information event, with Clerk to provide update at next PC meeting.

2022/38	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held on Monday 9th May 2022 commencing 7pm, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.
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The meeting closed  at 850pm
	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Cllr WJ Foot to research options for water pump

	Replacement village signage
	Clerk to re-contact owner of land at Warden Bridge for permission to place structure

	Litter Pick
	Clerk to arrange loan of litter picking equipment for 3rd April 2022

	Recycled seating at Crossgates
	Cllr Liddle to produce map of exact location and contact landowner.  County Cllr to possibly fund recycled seating  

	Millennium wheel burners/lighting of beacon
	Further quote(s) to be sought by Cllr WJ Foot.

	Rewilding
	Climate Action Group to consider areas for rewilding

	Frankham Quarry 
	Cllr S Robson to access planning documentation displayed on planning portal; County Cllr to confirm whether the monthly reporting statistics would be available to the public         

	Matters to be reported to County Council
	Clerk to report deep hole in footpath near to East 
Fourstones electricity sub-station, and road sweeping 
required on Warden bridge 

	Tree monitoring in the parish
	County Cllr to provide further information on tree 
matters; Tree Warden Group to be considered at next 
meeting
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