Draft One

Subject to ratification by the Parish Council
WHALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 15 March 2022 in The
Village Hall, Whalton
Present:
Parish Councillors Martin Grix, Ms Nicola Robson (Chairman in the chair) and Mrs Judith
Rushmer
Stephen Rickitt – Clerk – actions for the clerk are marked SER
1: Chairman’s opening remarks
Cllr Ms Robson welcomed all to this first meeting of the Parish Council in 2022.
2: Public Questions
No parishioners were present nor had any questions been emailed to the clerk.
3: Apologies for absence
Parish Councillor Stephen Trobe
County Councillor Lyle Darwin
4: Declaration of any interests and the grant of any dispensations
No new declarations were made.
5: Coronavirus
No issues affecting individual parishioners had been reported to Councillors since the
previous meeting.
6: Storm Arwen
Councillors were disappointed that Powergen were not awarding compensation for the loss
of power during Storm Arwen on the basis that the power cut was under 48 hours in
duration.
7: Report from the Beat Manager
No report had been received by the date of the meeting.
8: Report from the County Councillor
8.1 Cllr Darwin had sent the following report
Please could you pass on my apologies for the Parish meeting scheduled later today. I have tried my
best to move my calendar around and attend today’s meeting but unfortunately time has not been
on my side.
I had a great discussion with Cllr Robson on Friday 4th March, and I’ve taken away a few actions from
the meeting which I’m currently reviewing, and I will update soon.
I had an earlier report of a water leak leading into Ogle village and I wondered if any
residents/councillors had noticed any water leaks in the past few weeks as I am meeting with
members of the highway department on site to discuss water drainage and I’d be happy to share
locations in Whalton too?
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We have the Local plan being adopted by the end of the month, it will be presented to cabinet on
Tuesday 29th, full council on Wednesday 30th and then adopted Thursday 31st of this month. There is
no reason to doubt it will not be passed at both stages.
We have also seen great community effort in the Ukrainian appeal and thanks to everyone who has
helped with our endeavours for the collection of aid. The spirit of the community has been amazing.
8.2 The Chairman added to the report by indicating Cllr Darwen’s wish to assist the
prospective Woodland School. She had discussed the problems of parking within Whalton
which Cllr Darwin had discussed with officers from the Highways Dept. It was clear that with
the increase in multi-vehicle households, there were no apparent solutions which would not
cause conflict within the community.
9: Minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2022
The draft minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
10: Any matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda
10.1 Repairs to the telephone box – this was in hand and Councillors were pleased with the
works carried out so far
10.2 Potential Changes to Whalton Parish Church - The clerk had circulated information the
Quinquennial Report and reported that the PCC may wish to discuss a number of issues
with the Council. Action SER
10.3 HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – The Village Hall have applied for funding from the
County Council towards the cost of a low-key bonfire. The Council agreed to set aside
£250.00 as a grant towards the costs should the Hall be able to proceed. The Council were
minded to plant a commemorative tree in the autumn.
11: A Defibrillator in Ogle
The clerk reported that the community raising funds had successfully applied for lottery
funding. The clerk was authorised to enter into contracts for the supply and installation of a
defibrillator in Whalton. Action SER
12: Planning
12.1 The Council considered the following application and resolved as shown
Application

Resolution or Action

22/00939/FUL - Ogle Hill Head - Installation
of freestanding low level PV array to supply
the adjacent property

The Council has no matters they wish to
draw to the attention of the Local Planning
Authority.

12.2 The clerk reported that the planning officers had confirmed that the possible breach of
development control within Whalton was outside permitted development limits and wee in
discussions with the landowner.
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13: Highway issues
The Council considered whether letters requesting clearance of overhanging vegetation
should be sent to residents in Ogle, similar to those distributed in Whalton in 2021. After
discussion the Council concluded this was unnecessary.
14: Village Hall issues
See item 10.3 above
15: Parish Caretaker and Environmental Matters
Please see item 10.1 above. The clerk was asked to remind the Parish Caretaker that the
village green posts and rails need attention. Action SER
16: Finance
16.1 The Council authorised the following BACS payment
•

HMRC – PAYE Q4 - £45.00

16.2 The Council approved the provisional draft final accounts for 2021/2022 in preparation
for the internal audit. A copy is attached to the signed minutes.
16.3 The clerk reported that he had reminded the school that their account details were
required to enable the transfer of the grant of £800 agreed at the previous meeting.
17: Correspondence
Various items had been circulated by the clerk since the previous meeting.
17: Co-options to the two vacancies
The Chairman and the clerk will make contact with two parishioners to see if they are
interested in joining the Council. Action Cllr Ms Robson & SER
18: Time and date of next scheduled meetings
It was agreed to cancel the April meeting (unless an unexpected urgent matter arose). The
next meeting will therefore be the Annual Meetings on Tuesday 17 May 2022 at 7.30 pm.

Confirmed as a true record
and signed by the Chairman
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