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Minutes of the Ovingham Parish Council Meeting
Held on 21st April 2022 
The Pavillion, Ovingham Playing Field, Ovingham

	Attendance

	Representatives
	Councillors: Doreen Jordon (Chair), Neville Gray (Vice Chair), Joanna Jackson, Tony Ford,  Charlie Downing. 

	Officers
	Paul Smith (Clerk & Notetaker)

	Public
	0 Members of the public were in attendance.



	
	Welcome & Questions from members of the Public

	
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
There were no members of the public present.

	
	County Councillors Report:
Unfortunately, County Councillor Waddell was unable to attend the meeting, however she submitted the update below. The Chair advised that she would send an email to County Councillor Waddell with various queries.
Meeting of County Council 30.03.2022
The last meeting of the county council was an extra-ordinary meeting called to discuss business that we did not have time to discuss at the budget meeting in February as well as the local plan.
The Northumberland Local Plan was discussed at length. I voted for the adoption of the plan. I hope that it will make planning matters simpler in the future with one document to refer to. I appreciate that the plan was developed from cross party working and consultation with town and parish councils as well as residents. Some of the elements I was most pleased to see was guidance that will see more primary residences in sort after locations, meaning local people don’t have to leave their communities for second homes or holiday lets. I also am pleased to see encouragement for affordable homes to be built in a fairer way.
During the question section of the meeting, I asked the leader a question about the devolution white paper which would see a wider north east combined authority. I asked this question as Northumberland County Council and its leadership are currently opposed to greater devolved powers. This would also include devolved transport powers as per the levelling up white paper. In my question I called the public transport in Northumberland inadequate. The leader disagreed with me and said that we have excellent public transport in the county. I would suggest he does not use public transport often if at all. He invited me to write to him with my concerns about public transport. I intend to do this but I am inviting residents to share their own stories and struggles with public transport to include in my letter.
Tynedale LAC
The Local Area Council did not meet this month as it was a planning meeting and there were no planning matters. 


	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies had been received from Cllr Cairns, Cllr Neal, Cllr Swinburn and County Councillor Waddell.


	2.
	Declaration of Interest
Councillor Downing declared an interest in one of the items to be discussed under Matters Arising - Use of the Playing Field, Football and Bootcamp. 

	3.
	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2022
The slightly amended minutes were signed by the Chair as a true and correct record.


	4.
	Matters Arising

Climate Change
Cllr Gray reported that not much progress had been made. He agreed to set up a first meeting with the 5 residents who had volunteered.
Action Cllr Gray

Use of the Playing Field - Football and Bootcamp
The Chair reported that she had met with the Coach of Wylam Rockets who would like to continue to use the Playing Field for training on Wednesdays and Fridays from 6.30pm - 7.30pm. Cllr Ford agreed to meet with Cllr Jordon and  the Coach to discuss how the condition of the Playing Field could be improved and future rental terms.
Action Cllr Ford and Cllr Jordon
The Chair reported that the PC had also been approached about recommencing Bootcamp sessions at the Playing Field. Cllr Downing agreed to meet with the organiser of the  Bootcamp sessions to discuss the arrangements.
Action Cllr Downing
Cllr Jackson reported that she had met with a Resident who wished to set up Coffee Mornings at the Pavilion, to cater for older Residents and possibly those with Dementia, who would like to meet and socialise. The Resident who wished to set up the Coffee Mornings holds all the necessary Insurance and First Aid certificates etc. After discussion, the PC agreed that the first two Coffee Morning sessions could proceed without a charge and on a trial basis. Thereafter, the arrangements would be reviewed. Cllr Jackson to contact the Resident to progress the scheme.
Action Cllr Jackson   

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
As previously agreed the PC will organise a Royal Family Scarecrow / Jubilee House Frontage Competition. 
The Reading Room group are making bunting to be displayed in the Village.
The Chat Club group are organising a Picnic on the Playing Field, which will involve Residents bringing their own food, however light refreshments will be served from The Pavilion. In view of this, it was agreed that Public Liability Insurance and Risk Assessments etc should be in place. The Clerk was asked to take this up with the Chat Club.
Action The Clerk


Hedge on Castle View Lane
Cllr Jordon advised that she had spoken to both residents regarding the issue over cutting the hedge and she hoped an agreement will be reached. 

Grit Bin
The Grit Bin has been installed on the Cherryburn Lane Estate. Karbon Homes agreed to fund and supply the bin.


	5.
	Accounts to pay/paid since previous meeting - The following were all agreed:
· Sport Tynedale - Section 137 payment - £100.00 (Paid via BACS)
· HMRC - PAYE - £169.69 - (Paid by BACS)
· P Smith - Clerk Net Salary March 22 £290.30 (Paid via Cheque)
· HMRC - PAYE - £31.31 (paid by BACS)
· Firepoint Services - Servicing fire extinguisher at Pavilion - £34.80 (paid by BACS)
· Tyne Valley Woodlands Consultancy - £360.00 - Removal of Rowen tree and Horse Chestnut at Playing field (paid by BACS)

	6.
	Precept & Budget
The Clerk gave details of the Parish Council Budget position. The end of Financial Year expenditure was £19,303.84 and Income was £20,195.78.


	7.
	Planning Applications
· 21/05006/FUL Hermitage Caravan Park, Ovingham - A resident had reported to the PC that trees were being felled. The PC has visited the site and reported the issue to NCC and the Enforcement Officer. 
· 22/00789/CLPROP Erection of fencing, CCTV, Eel Screens etc - Pump House, Ovingham – Registered. The PC had attended a meeting with NWL and asked for certain modifications to the scheme, including the colour of the screen and that the area is not lit at night. NWL have acknowledged the request.
· 22/00959/PRUTPO - Tree preservation - remove one Cherry Blossom - replace with smaller handkerchief tree - 7 Nunnykirk Close, Ovingham - Registered
· 22/0076/FUL Replace oil fired heating system - Dene House - Registered
· 22/00242/FUL Single Storey rear extension - 51 Windsor Crescent - Approved
· 22/00275/FUL Installation of surge vessel - Land North of Ovingham Road - Registered
· 22/00359/PRUTPO Tree preservation reduce 3 sycamore limbs - Greenhaugh West Road - Approved
· 22/00353/TREECA Felling of sequoia tree - St Mary the virgin Church - Refused - Now subject to a TPO
· 22/00422/FUL Single storey oak framed outbuilding - Bleach Green Farm - Registered
· 22/00423/FUL Single storey oak framed pergola - Bleach Green Farm - Registered

	8.
	Village Appraisal - Next Stage - Discussion of Draft Action Plan
The following documents were agreed:
Introductory Report
Summary of Responses
Action Plan
Summary of Short and Long Term Actions
The above documents are to be placed in the Reading Room, in the Church and on the PC website
Action - The Clerk
It was agreed that the following Action points will be discussed at the June PC meeting:
Extra Litter bins, Dog Fouling, Speeding 

	9.
	Village Projects
No further progress has been made regarding the interactive notice board.  




	10.
	Village environment and action plan update
The Chair reported that the Action Plans had not been updated as some of the items are now being transferred to the Village Questionnaire Action Plan. Some brief points were highlighted:
Cllr Jordon reported grass cuttings and debris were being dumped in Jimmy Johnson`s garden .This issue  is being followed up with the resident.
The damaged stone on the bridge has been repaired.
Chalet Path - No real progress
Pot holes on the School road have been reported to NCC
A resident had reported an issue with the siting of a nearby resident’s security light. The Chair was helping resolve the issue.
The notice board in Jimmy Johnson’s garden needs to be repaired. Cllr Ford agreed to help with this.
Action Cllr Ford
The Chair asked that the PC assist with a tidy up at the Playing Fields, at the end of May, before the inspection of the Play Equipment takes place.

	11.
	Committee Reports
Reading Room - The acoustic work has not yet been completed. There are various repairs to be carried out and there is an issue with the projector.
East Tynedale Forum Meeting - a meeting is to take place on Tuesday 26th April.
Ovingham Joint Burial Committee Meeting - nothing to report.
Allotments AGM - nothing to report.
Orchard Group - nothing to report.
Playing Fields - Cllr Ford and Cllr Downing  agreed to do further research into costing and funding possible replacement equipment. They also agreed to set up a volunteer group to look into fundraising and community events. Action Cllr Ford and Cllr Downing.

	12.
	Correspondence
Planning Consultation Document - It was agreed that this was a comprehensive and clear document
Clean Tyne Group - After discussion it was agreed that Cllr Ford and Cllr Cairns will meet with Dr Stpehen Westgarth with a view to seeing how the PC can assist with the project. Dr Westgarth will be invited to speak at the June PC meeting.
Tree Funding - It was agreed not to proceed with an application for the latest round of funding.

	13.
	Annual Parish Council Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting
It was agreed to hold these as two separate meetings but on the same night, ie Thursday 19th May 2022. The Annual Parish Council Meeting will take place between 6.30pm - 7.15pm and the Annual Parish Meeting between 7.30pm - 9.00pm.


	14.
	Any other business as considered urgent by the Chair
The Chair advised that some of the signage around Playing Field needed to be updated, to include the new Clerk’s details.
Action - The Clerk
It was agreed that the PC would purchase a printer, to print documents in readiness for meetings and Action Plans etc
Action - The Clerk 

	15.
	To confirm the date of the next meeting as 19th May 2022
Agreed.


	
	



Chair	

Signature
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