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At the Meeting of the Finance Committee held at Felton Village Hall on Tuesday 5 October 2021 at 10:30am. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, R Evans and G Lings.   
 

PART 1 
 

1. Election of Chairman  
 

Resolved:  To elect Cllr Blagburn as Chairman of the Committee.  
 

2. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Hood  
 

3. Declarations of Interest – None    
 

4. Draft Budget for the Year Ending 31 March 2023 
 

The Committee reviewed the draft budget prepared by the Clerk on a line by line basis.  The Committee discussed 
and agreed changes which the Clerk typed straight into the draft during the Meeting.  The following points were noted:  
 
a. The External Auditor’s fees are still unknown.  The Clerk has requested an update but has not yet received this.  

The service provided has been very poor:  there are now four years of outstanding audits which have not been 
completed by the External Auditor.  The Parish Council may wish to challenge the fees when this work is 
eventually invoiced.  

 
b. The Committee discussed Felton Cemetery Joint Committee and the issues posed by the need to apportion 

finances between the three constituent parish councils.  The Clerk is aware of three cemetery committees within 
the County which are dissolving their joint committee so that one council will be wholly responsible for all 
cemetery matters and an agreement reached about residential rates and whether a fixed contribution is charged 
for these.  The Clerk is in contact with the clerks for these councils.  If a similar path was taken at Felton, then 
the Parish Council would need to pay the entirety of any shortfall between income and expenditure.  The Clerk 
confirmed that this is on average around £3,000 but can vary greatly depending on the number of burials.  The 
Committee agreed to put £3,500 into the Budget for the Cemetery to cover this.  If the joint arrangements are 
continued, the additional funds can be rolled over to next year.  The matter will be put to the Parish Council at 
the next meeting.   

 
c. The Oval and South Lane/South View Working Groups have requested funds, these have been included in the 

draft Budget.  
 

d. An additional sum of £5,000 has been included in the Play Area budget to be used towards the redesign as most 
grant funders require the applicant to make a contribution.   

 
e. Resolved:  The Clerk will circulate the amended version and, subject to any further comments on circulation and 

to any changes for salaries, this can then be submitted to the Parish Council for consideration and approval.    
 

PART 2 
5. Resolution to Exclude Public and Press 
 

Resolved:  The Committee resolved to exclude public and press under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed which relates to 
employees’ personal data.   
 

6. Personnel Matters  
 
The Committee received an update from the Clerk on personnel matters.  The Committee considered the current 
employee roles and the possibility of expanding these to include caretaker duties around the village and wider parish.  
The Committee also discussed salaries, contractual rights of employees and whether payroll should be outsourced. 
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Resolved:   
 
a. The Clerk will review and draft job descriptions to be considered at the next meeting of the Committee.  
b. The Clerk will obtain quotes for a payroll service.   
c. Salaries to be reviewed at the next Meeting which may then require amendments to the draft Budget.   
 

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 12:20pm.   
 

 


