
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in Ovington Social Club on Monday, 7th March 2022 at 7.00pm
Present:
 Cllrs Woodcock (Chair), Marshall, Hudson, Maidwell & Skelly, County Cllr Waddell, 3 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
Residents raised concerns about the state of St. Andrews Lane and also Coal Lane. Cllr Woodcock confirmed that a meeting was being arranged with Highways probably on Friday when these matters will be raised together with other concerns. With regards the state of St Andrews Lane, County Cllr Waddell confirmed repairs were eligible under her small funding scheme but this had been allocated in full for this financial year. 

2022/16:  Apologies for Absence: None.
2022/17:  To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2022: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

2022/18:  Declaration of interest if any: None declared.
2022/19:  County Councillors Report: Cllr Waddell had attended the recent full council meeting relating to the budget for 2022/2023. She was still chasing up issues regarding the state of footpaths at Greenrising. A resident has just contacted her about a septic tank at Overdene but she had not yet been able to make any enquiries. She confirmed that following recent media postings, she will now be sitting as an independent pending an appeal.
2022/20: Matters arising:

a) Dogs on the green: The Clerk had still not been able to get further quotes for a fence. The Cllrs agreed that the only one received to date was likely to be the cheapest (in the region of £3000) but also agreed that as no further complaints had been received about dogs on the green, they will be unlikely to proceed with a fence. They also acknowledged that safety of the children was the highest priority so will continue to review the issue. 
b)   Trees – next steps: Cllr Hudson advised the next session of planting will be Saturday 26th March. Some areas have been identified for planting but enquiries were still ongoing for others as land ownership was proving difficult to identify. More trees will be delivered in the Autumn hopefully.
c)   Climate Change Emergency: Cllr Skelly briefed the residents with possible projects the Council could look at. County Cllr Waddell suggested he liaise with Wylam PC as they had held a very successful event late last year about climate change. Stocksfield PC also have an advisory group and could also provide some ideas for consideration.
2022/21: Planning Applications: 
21/01878/FUL – Burn House- amended application for detached garage etc – granted
22/00017/FUL – Overdene Cottage, Overdene – application to convert bungalow to 2 storey dwelling – no objections

21/02159/FUL – Partnership Field – application for stables, hay store & tack room - Refused
No updates had been received regarding the “development” south of Overdene although it was noted that an old touring caravan and land rover were now on site.
Two residents left the meeting at 7.45pm.

2022/22: Expenditure authorisation:         
B Hindmarsh (materials for memorial bench)


£100.00

Sylvan Skills (willow session)




£50.00

Ovington Social Club (room hire 7th March meeting)

£12.00

F Swindale (Millennium Garden half yearly maint)

£375.00

Northumberland CC (Pre planning advice)


£20.00

F Swindale (tree removal west rd. & joiners bank beds)

£35.00

Ladycross Quarry (plinth for sundial)



£422.40

Hedges at Joiners Bank were very overgrown and needed attending to. The Clerk will obtain 

quotes but it was noted the nesting season had started so any work could not take place until 

the autumn. The Clerk advised some progress had been made with regards changing bank 
accounts as more options are now available. She will look into this further.
2022/23:  S137 Grants and gratuities: The Cllrs agreed to donate £50 to Action Foundation, 
in memory of the late Councillor Adrian Smith and £40 each to Sport Tynedale, Age UK 
Northumberland, Citizens Advice, West Northumberland Food Bank and Great North Air 
Ambulance. They also agreed to give small gratuities to the internal auditor and the resident 
who supplies power for the defibrillator.
2022/24:  Review of Standing Orders and Policies: Minor amendments were agreed to the 
financial policy and standing orders. Cllr Woodcock will draft a policy for safeguarding. No 
other action was needed for other policies.

2022/25:  Risk Assessment: Updated risk assessment was duly adopted.
2022/26: To adopt Code of Conduct for dogs: Cllr Maidwell had met with an officer from 
neighbourhood services and agreed positions of the dog waste bins. All bar one was approved 
(By the steps south of Ovington House was agreed to be too dangerous to collect). Boxes for 
dog bags are being made. Cllr Maidwell suggested that the code of conduct be deferred for a 
short period to enable reaction to the extra bins and the notice in the recent newsletter be 
considered.
2022/27:  Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: A sundial for the village has been 
ordered. Application for funding has been submitted – decision will be made shortly – but the 
Cllrs agreed that the project will continue even if application is unsuccessful. Further details 
about the Jubilee weekend will follow in village newsletters in conjunction with the 
Community Group and Social Club.
2022/28: Village Environment: Cllrs will meet with an officer from Highways to discuss 
certain issues mentioned above including the footpaths around Greenrising. Cllr Hudson had 
reported fly tipping on the West Road. Cllr Woodcock and the Clerk had met with an officer 
from neighbourhood services with regards establishing wild flower areas on NCC land. The 
officer had been very supportive but the Cllrs needed to look at this in more detail and also 
consider road verges leading into the village. 
2022/29: Committee Reports: Urgent repair work was needed for the lodge house at 
Ovingham cemetery which includes rising damp. No other reports submitted.
2022/30: Correspondence: 
i) NCC – Northumberland Local Plan, Inspectors Report Circulated for information.
ii) Royal British Legion: Plaques for the Queens Jubilee in connection with the Queens Green Canopy. 
2022/31: Next Meeting:  The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 9th May (annual meeting).
2022/32: Any other business as admitted urgent by the chair: Cllr Woodcock confirmed he will liaise with the organisers of the forthcoming Beer Festival in April which will be held in the social club as concerns have been raised regarding parking.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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