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Appendix 2 

Grounds Meeting – Report and Proposals 

Monday 25th April–10.00 am  

Present Cllr’s Sharp, M Ridley, C Moore, M Hodgson, T Christie 

Clerk. 

 

1. Comb Hill Path -A specification has been agreed which involves re-instating the current whinstone 
paths and leaving some paths to return to grass. As part of the work, the paths will be edged and back 
filled where there are voids. 

The estimate of this work is under £10,000 and so, the contract does not need to be put out to tender. 
However, members will strive to obtain 3 quotes in time for the meeting.  

Proposal: To review and approve quote for the paths and instruct the chosen contractor. 

 

2. Fence – The clerk will write to the house owner and ask if she will remove the tree within 7 days. If this 
does not happen, the council will instruct someone to remove the tree and ask the owner to pay for 
the removal. It is thought that Cllr Christie and Cllr Moore will be able to repair the fence at no c ocst to 
the council. 

3. Proposal: To instruct a contractor to remove the tree and organise the fence repair. 
 

4. Trees – Unfortunately, the trees that were planted earlier in the year by volunteers have been pulled 
up over the weeks. Any left may have been mowed over when the grass was cut. Members are very 
disappointed by this and understand the volunteers will not be happy either.  

There are more saplings to come from NCC in the autumn but there is great concern that the same 
outcome will happen. 

Proposal – to invite local children to help with the planting of the next trees and to position the trees 
nearer the fence line so, they will not be mown over. 

 

5. Westlands Play Area – The new equipment has been fitted but there have been some issues not 
addressed by Kompan. Their inspector was asked to check one of the smaller pieces that is loose and to 
check the matting around it as it is very uneven. The clerk has been informed that he has inspected the 
area and would email the results. So far nothing has been received from him, despite a number of 
requests. 
Members are not happy with Kompan and have asked the clerk to contact the sales rep, in writing, with 
a summary of the complaints. The invoice has not been paid as yet and there has been no signing off 
undertaken. 
 

6. Burn Bridge and steps – NCC have replied to the request for repairs to the steps, handrail and bridge.  

(Thank you for your email. I had a look at the bridge and steps earlier this week and it looks as if the steps could do 

with the soil deposited on them from the adjacent bankside clearing away and perhaps some small works to secure 
or level the existing steps/stones. The steps all seemed quite stable if a little characteristically uneven. The handrail 
on the steps was fit for purpose apart from the bottom post which is slightly loose and needs resecuring. The 
footbridge itself whilst not pretty is quite functional and fit for purpose. The surface of the footbridge may benefit 
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from a little patching. I will issue a Work Request to our Field Team to attend to all of these issues but it may be a few 
months before they can attend as they already have a busy schedule of work).   

Members asked the clerk to reply to say they agree the soil needs removing but they believe the steps 
need more than a little levelling and that the bridge, while fit for purpose, does not give a good impression 
to tourists and they would like it to be re-painted. 

7. The hanging baskets have been collected and there are 38 in total. The clerk has organised the 
purchase of 2 more at £40 each giving a total of 40 baskets. 


