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LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

Meeting on:

4th May 2022
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall 
Meeting time:

Following Annual Village Meeting at 6.45 p.m.
Present: 
Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (Chairman) (GF), Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW).
In attendance

Clerk, Garth Rhodes (GR)
The meeting opened at 7.21 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence: None
2) Minutes of the Previous Annual Council Meeting 2021 held on 12th  May 2021 – were approved as a true record and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded GN, All in Favour)
Chairman’s Report: The Chairman referred attendees to the report presented at the Annual Village Meeting which immediately preceded the Annual Council Meeting:

‘The last year has been challenging particularly with the winter storms and power cuts which look likely to be recurring events.  After the first storm, the PC was able to secure direct access to the power supplier and, working with our County Councillor, we arranged the installation of a generator to the Memorial Hall if power was to go off again and no definite reconnection was confirmed within a four-hour window, thankfully this was not needed. We recognise that more needs to be done in terms of resilience in case of future events and have already set up a register of vulnerable people whom we will need to support.  We are also working with the Memorial Hall and the two Church Halls to have emergency hubs available for people without power or heating. In particular we are looking to work with the Memorial hall to ensure that the Generator is provided, cooking and heating facilities are provided and to co-operating with the power supplier and NCC to ensure timely and correct information is provided to the village, as well as co-ordinating the provision of emergency services from them.

The tank turn was repaired as the increased use had caused some damage that would only get worse and now it has been sympathetically stabilised it should be good for the future. We also shared the cost of replacing the memorial hall fence, as this was not covered by their insurance.

The cemetery extension work has continued and despite the lack of old documents and the denial of any knowledge of ownership by NCC, we have managed to prove the PC’s claim of ownership and the land is in the process of being registered at the land registry after which the land will be consecrated.

The Neighbourhood plan was successfully approved and now must be considered in all planning applications as it is part of the legal planning process. This should allow us to control the type and location of any future developments and, once the current major developments are completed, there should only be suitable development within the village boundary unless it can be proved to be to fill exceptional need, such as with rural exception sites for social housing.

Over the next year the PC will continue to develop the resilience programme.  We will also install power to the old bus shelter both for Christmas lights etc and fit with LED lighting so that it can be used as a social shelter by the people of the village. We will finish the construction of the fence at the tank turn ensuring that there is adequate space for disabled access and that the surface at the staggers is suitably level. We will also focus on the Projects listed in the Neighbourhood plan that, although not part of the full plan, residents have identified them as benefits to the village.  We took details of those interested in assisting with the projects at the recent SPARK event and will assess the priorities and contact those interested to move these forwards.

We have recently lost two members of the PC in Nick Heggie and Allison Davis, both for personal and family reasons, and we thank them for their efforts in the past.  We are therefore currently looking for two new councillors so if you would like to apply, or want further information, please contact the Parish Clerk.

3) Election of Officers:
a) Chairman: Cllr Graham Fremlin was proposed by DW and seconded by DL. All in Favour.
b) Vice Chairman: Cllr Diane Lakey was proposed by GN and seconded by DW. All in Favour.
c) Agree Cheque Signatories: It was resolved to keep the current member signatories as GF, GN. DL.  In addition, as the Parish Council had now moved to online banking, it was agreed that the Clerk/ Responsible Financial Officer would continue to act as a signatory, in line with Local Government legislation. All in Favour
d) Responsibilities for coming year:
i) Allotments & Dog Walking Area:

Cllrs Dave Wellden & Graham Fremlin
ii) Cemetery:



Cllrs Graham Fremlin, Gillian Nelless & Dave Wellden
iii) Memorial Hall:


Shared responsibility
iv) Rights of Way:



Cllrs Dave Wellden & Diane Lakey
v) St Mary’s



Cllrs Gillian Nelless & Gillian Apthorpe

vi) King George V Playing Field:

Cllrs Graham Fremlin, Diane Lakey, Dave Wellden & Gillian 
Apthorpe
vii) Social Media



Cllr Gillian Apthorpe Graham Fremlin
Meeting closed at 7.32 pm.

Garth Rhodes Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 
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Signed ………………………………….

Dated……………………………….


