[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		4th May 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		Immediately after the Annual Village and Annual Parish Council meetings (6.45 pm)
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		County Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk

The meeting opened at 7.36 p.m.
	
1) Apologies for Absence – Councillor A Davis’s letter of resignation was read out, No other apologies were received. 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 18 below 
a) Electric Vehicle Charger
b) [bookmark: _Hlk103348616]Bus Shelter Electricity
3) Declaration of Interests - None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) [bookmark: _Hlk103498638]Community Police Report- Crimes Reported: There have been no crimes reported in the Longframlington area between 01/02/22 – 04/05/22 which would have a wider community impact. 
The significant increase in global fuel prices is now resulting in consequent increase in fuel thefts. Reports across the country indicate that offenders are becoming more organised and using sophisticated methods to remove large amounts of oil. Northumbria Police are aware and are conducting increased patrols targeting areas where fuel is stored. There is a dedicated trigger plan should a report of fuel theft occur within the area.
Anti-social behaviour / Incidents of note: Residents are encouraged to report any suspicious activity or anti-social behaviour via 101 or web submission. Officers will continue to provide enhanced, visible patrols in the village.
6) County Councillors Report – Item deferred until arrival of Cllr Thorne
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. Proposed GA, Seconded GN, All in Favour
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Councillor Vacancies. No applications had been received by the Clerk following Nick Heggie’s resignation. Notice for requests for an election of the second councillor vacancy (which had to be submitted no later than 17th May 2022, otherwise the vacancy could be filled by co-option) had been posted following the resignation of Alison Davis. GF had spoken with AD and thanked her for all her efforts during her period of office, particularly her work on the Neighbourhood Plan and said the PC would be keen to welcome her back onto the Council if and when she was able and if a vacancy was available.
b) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. GF had received no communication or report from NCC. He had therefore contacted them to and was told there were no issues raised in the RSA Stage III report. He asked for a copy of the report but to date this was not forthcoming. Members were very unhappy with this inadequate response. It appeared that there was a generic problem across the County Council with officers not responding to requests for help and information, which had got much worse since the Covid pandemic. Members thanked GF for his efforts.
c) Longframlington Emergency Planning. Clerk had written to the NCC Emergency Planning team inviting them to attend the next PC meeting on 1st June.
d) FramNews Activities Fair. GA/DW reported that this had been a good event. There were quite a number of people interested in the work of the Parish Council, but nearly all were people already known to the Council. There was one person who had identified their interest in supporting the development of the New School and one person who had said they could advise on bus transport. No-one had come forward to say they were interested in becoming a councillor. The members decided that in the light of the response from the village to the proposed projects set out in the Neighbourhood Plan it would prioritise the following two projects at this time:
i. The proposed new school on the school field site
ii. Community facility. The development of the Longframlington Emergency Action Plan
It was agreed that other projects would be taken up once the above were underway and as and when there were people coming forward to volunteer their services on helping take forward new projects. It was agreed to report on village projects in the June Fram News PC report.									       Action: GA
Members thanked GA/DW for representing the Council at the Fair.
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – GF had attended the Annual General Meeting of the Longframlington Memorial Hall and reported back.  
10) Finance
a) Receipts in the months of April 2022. Approved
	07/04/2022
	L/fram Memorial Hall
	Donation
	1949.77

	07/04/2022
	Funeral Services Ltd
	Nina Grint burial
	400.00

	19/04/2022
	Judith Laidler
	Transfer of Deed of Grant Plot 281
	25.00

	08/04/2022
	NCC Ref 4835537
	Precept First Half
	10000.00

	
	
	Total
	12374.77


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of April 2022. Approved
	06/04/2022
	HMRC
	Overdue payments 2021 & 2022
	15.50

	14/04/2022
	J.S.Lunn
	Millennium Gate Repairs
	2520.00

	14/04/2022
	Paul Fox
	Fencing round Tank Turn
	800.00

	14/04/2022
	BHIB Insurance LCO02005
	Insurance Renewal
	[bookmark: _Hlk102222036]752.35

	25/04/2022
	NorthumberlandALC
	Subscription £288.91 Website Fee £75.00
	363.91

	25/04/2022
	Garth Rhodes Reimbursement
	Cartridge People Ink Toner
	43.55

	29/04/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	514.96

	29/04/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	120.20

	13/04/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	19.61

	
	
	Total
	5150.08


c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 30th April  2022. Approved
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	as at 25 April 2022
	Community account
	
	58769.36

	
	Business Saver
	
	6104.92

	
	
	
	
	64874.28

	Less unpresented cheques
	25/04/2022
	NorthumberlandALC
	363.91
	

	
	29/04/2022
	G Rhodes
	514.96
	

	
	29/04/2022
	HMRC
	120.20
	

	
	
	
	
	999.07

	
	
	
	
	

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	19/04/2022
	Judith Laidler
	25.00
	

	
	
	
	
	25.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	63900.21

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	63900.21


e) Approval of Annual Accounts y.e. 31st March 2022.  Approved. Proposed - GN, Seconded – DW, All in Favour
f) Insurance 2022/23. The PC insurance had been renewed for 2022/23 (within the current three-year policy agreement; this being the second year). Cost £752.35
g) Internal Auditors Report.  This had been completed. It was the auditor’s opinion the summary account presented fairly the receipts and payments of Longframlington Parish Council for the financial year ended 31 March 2022 and there were no issues identified within the documents and procedures scrutinised. Members thanked the Clerk for his efforts.
h) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021/22:
i. To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor. As above the internal audit had been completed in accordance with proper procedures. There were no matters to report.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk103670671]To approve 2021/22 – Statement of Control.  Approved. Proposed - DL, Seconded – DW, All in Favour.
iii. To approve Sections 1 - Annual Governance Statement. Members responded favourably to all relevant questions and approved the Statement. Proposed - GN, Seconded – GA, All in Favour.
iv. To approve:
· Section 2 - Accounting Statement. Approved. Proposed - DL, Seconded – DW, All in Favour.
· Explanation of Variances. Approved. Proposed - DL, Seconded – GA, All in Favour.
· [bookmark: _Hlk103670735]Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation to be submitted with AGAR. Approved. Proposed - GN, Seconded – DW, All in Favour.
· Agree the period for the exercise of public rights: dates proposed commencing Monday 13th June and ending  Friday 22 July 2022. Agreed. Approved. Proposed - DW, Seconded – GA, All in Favour.
i) VAT Return 2020-21 VAT Claim for £3863.54 had been submitted.
11) Allotments
a) Management  No issues.
b) Maintenance  No issues.
12) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. Clerk had a conversation with a partially sighted resident who didn’t want to be named or want to make a fuss but was concerned that at the  tank-turn, when going through the stagger in the fence, the rills come across the exits of the stagger. They also said the rills generally are very difficult for partially sighted people if they are not well cut back. Clerk to monitor the length of the grass in the rills at his weekly inspection. GF had inspected the area and arranged for a quote to fill in all the rills adjacent to the new fence for a minimum of 3 metres.  A quote of £186 had been received from Gavin Christie. All in Favour						          	          Action: GF/Clerk.
	GA to arrange with the fencing contractor regarding the re-siting of the staggers as soon as possible.		   Action: GA.
	The hedging plants around the tank turn were growing well and it was agreed that the height of the hedge would need to be kept low so that children could be seen over the hedge.
13) Update on repairs.  DW had produced two superb brackets to the floodlights, one already fitted, the other to be fitted before the RoSPA inspection. It had been noted that the floodlight towers were suffering harmonic vibration in some wind directions and it was agreed to lower the towers down to the light fittings to alleviate this during the summer.           Action: DW/GF. 
DW was near completion on the repairs to the horse springer, which would need to be replaced before the RoSPA inspection. 											                  Action: DW.
RoSPA inspection. This would take place in the first two weeks in June.

 Cllr Thorne arrived at 8.44 with apologies for late arrival as he had to attend another meeting.
Item 6) County Councillors Report. Deferred from earlier in the meeting. Cllr Thorne informed the meeting that:                                
· NCC officers were now being instructed to work at their council sites rather than from home. There was an acceptance that many departments had not been offering the full service that they should. 
· The refurbishment of County Hall was nearly complete and Advance Northumberland would move into the final phase of the building.  
· NCC had funded £70,000 towards Jubilee celebrations and contributed a further £15,000 due to demand. 
· The County Council had invited an independent government inspection of its administration following the suspension of its Chief Executive. It was recognised that the administration had acted improperly. The inspector’s report was to be published on 8th June. 
· The Inequality Summit had taken place; unemployment had reduced by 3.8% in the county and employment opportunities were increasing due to the emergence of some large new employers particularly in SE Northumberland. 
· The Leisure Centre in Morpeth was nearing completion. £163m had been awarded for a new Park and Ride bus scheme.
	TT said he had been summoned to meet the Headteacher and Chair of Governors of Swarland School on 9th June following his letter to NCC regarding a new school in Longframlington and also been invited to talk to the NCC Education Department about this matter, later on the same day. GA asked TT to clarify that when speaking with NCC it was a First School not a Primary School that was wanted in Longframlington, so that it fitted within the three-tier system of First, Middle and High School. TT was also asked to clarify what the timescale would be for their response to the PCs letter to them on this matter. Clerk to forward a further copy of the letter to TT.								  Action: Clerk.
	GF asked TT to chase up Highways regarding the copy of the RSA Stage III which we had been promised.
TT left at 8.59 p.m. to attend a further meeting.
14) Planning 
a) To following planning issues since previous meeting were noted.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields: Variation of Condition 18/03231/FUL allowed on appeal: APP/P2935/W/19/3242847 to allow plots to be discharged on a group of plots basis 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm -Reserved matters application for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	21/01136/FUL
	Land South of Embleton Hall: Construction of 1no detached dwelling (as amended)
	Refused
APPEAL
	See previous minutes for details.

	22/00190/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. House Types for Phase 2 amended
	Registered
	No Comment.

	22/00191/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. Amendments to house types 1,6, 9, 10 and 13
	Registered
	No Comment.

	22/00248/FUL
	Atheys Moor Airfield Longframlington Morpeth Northumberland NE65 8EG. Construction of 2No micro-light aircraft hangers to replace those destroyed in recent storms.
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00443/FUL
	The Old Weigh Station C106. Proposed new access
	Awaiting Decision
	No Objection

	22/00577/FUL
	3 The Paddock Longframlington. Proposed new access
	Permitted
	No Objection

	22/00929/FUL
	The Tealing. Construction of detached 2 storey 3 bed property, with private access and front bin and bike store.
	Registered
	No Objection 

	22/00585/FUL 
	22/00585/FUL Coquetdale House Rothbury Road. Demolish single storey and conservatory porch and existing single story detached garage. Erect new single storey extension to rear and garage to side.
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00590/FUL
	Canada Farm Longframlington. Phase 3 of the existing falcon breeding facility
	Registered ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
	No Objection


	2/01258/FUL
	North End Cottage North End Dairy Lane. Proposed side extensions to ground floor, extend above the existing building to create a first floor and proposed front porch
	Registered
	No objection

	22/01263/FUL
	13 Simonside Drive Longframlington. Single storey side extension
	Registered
	No objection


b) 22/00336/SN Land South Of Lightpipe Farm Longframlington- Street Naming.  NCC had informed the PC that as our comments were suggestions and not objections, NCC gave the Developer the choice and they had decided to stay with their original names. GF had also spoken to the NCC highways development officer about the bus stops that had been included in the original plans making clear the PC’s position, our comments had been taken on board and the officer will report back after his negotiations with the developer were finalised.
15) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments
i. Nina Grint (Plot 307) buried 19/04/2022- Paid in Full. 
ii. Charles Grint (Plot 308) purchased – Paid in Full. 
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance. The bins were still not being placed in the bin store in the approved manner. Agreed to wait until next meeting to see if NCC implemented the correct procedure. Members considered whether to repair the cemetery shed. It was agreed as it was no longer needed it should be removed by the contractor when he has time within his workload             Action: GF/Clerk. 
	A number of graves in the cemetery had settled, The grave digger to be contacted to attend to these.	 	 Action: Clerk.
d) Cemetery Extension. Email received from NCC to say that they had not received the cheque for their legal expenses. GF had spoken to the solicitors to ask them to expedite this matter.
16) Action Plan – May 2022
17) FramNews Report .GA agreed to write the report because much of the information to report would be focussed on the Jubilee celebrations and the outcome of the Village Activities Fair with respect to agreed NP projects. 	     	     Action: GA.
a) Japanese Knotweed. – GF agreed to inspect known areas.						      Action: GF.
Main Issues 
b) Sports court and football field: A letter had been received from Steve Buckley regarding the PC response to Ms Laura Bridges email regarding the facilities on the King George V (KGV) Playing Field. His letter focussed on the sportscourt and the football field and criticised the PC on their lack of progress in providing adequate provision to the sportscourt and playing field for playing football. Members discussed the matter at length. There were some key points that members raised:
i. Cost for collection of grass cuttings on the playing field was prohibitive and would double the current annual precept and amount ratepayers paid for their parish council services.
ii. The Playing Field is one of a number of KGVs which were bound by national regulation and which did not allow further building of permanent structures. Therefore, it was not possible to build an all-weather football court.
iii. The levelling of the football field was cost prohibitive. The PC had a good understanding of costs for drainage and levelling.
iv. The PC continually looks to improve its provision on the KGV Playing Field and to ensure that it provides services in a balanced way to provide for all the community. 
v. Comparisons given as to what other villages provide are not always helpful, as some of this provision is developed not through the Parish Council but via charity and interest groups. The Parish Council would always consider requests for support from such groups.
	It was agreed that GF and the Clerk prepare the response to Mr Buckley on this matter.		             Action: GF/Clerk.
18) Arrangements for the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations and future annual summer event. GA reported that the following activities were proposed:
a) Thursday: Craft event for children. Jane Kartupelis had agreed to help and had some materials available for craftwork.
b) Friday: 100-mile relay run around the perimeter of the playing field. Bill Reid was co-ordinating this and the children’s games
c) Friday: Football Match(es) One for adults and possibly one for children/young people. Phil Steele to organise
d) Saturday: Picnic in the Park with children’s races and fancy-dress parade.
e) Sunday: Street parties organised locally.
It was agreed that the PC would fund the purchase of bunting around the playing field, medals and other ancillary materials. Invoices to be presented to the Clerk for payment. Those wishing to put up bunting in their own areas would need to adhere to local by-laws. There was to be a planning meeting for the Jubilee Celebrations on the evening of Wednesday 18th May. GA agreed to arrange to place posters around the village and notice on Facebook.			                        Action: GA.
If  the event is successful the PC will consider a similar event on an annual basis.
19) Any Urgent Business 
a) Electric Vehicle Charger  Northumberland County Council were currently bidding for funding for Electric Vehicle chargers to install in the next 12 months. They would like to install a charger on the Tank Turn. The PC were keen to support the installation of electric vehicle chargers but installation of the  charger on the Tank Turn would not be permissible as the national regulations for King George V Playing Fields did not allow for the installation of permanent structures such as this, Also, the Tank Turn was already heavily used for parking and placing electric charger(s) at this location would only add to this demand. The PC agreed that a more preferable location would be to the rear of the Memorial Hall, where there was room to install one or two tarmac pads for electric vehicle chargers. Whilst this land was owned by the Parish Council, it would need to discuss this with the Memorial Hall Committee. Clerk to follow up with NCC and Memorial Hall Committee. 	  Action: Clerk.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk103503936]Bus Shelter Electricity. Members agreed the quotation of £2100 for the installation of the electricity. Clerk to instruct NCC Lighting Department and ask for clarification on the meter installation.					  Action: Clerk.
20) Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 1st June 2022 at 7.00 p.m.

The meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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