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At the Annual Parish Meeting held in the British Legion Room of the War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, 
Warkworth on Thursday 21 May 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs A. Broekhuizen, A. Burke, S. Black, R. Farrall, R. Galilee, G. Popay, J. Watson and J. 
Wilson  
 
Parish Clerk in attendance – Karon Hadfield 
 
one member of the public was in attendance.   
 
1.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 2 May 2019 
Agreed that these be accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
 
2. Chair’s Report for 2019-20 and 2020-21 
The Chair presented her annual report. This covered the major issues of debate and interest during the 
course of the previous two years, including:- 
 
In line with Covid regulations, no Annual General Meeting took place in 2020 and no monthly meeting 
was held in May.  Business was transacted entirely by email and telephone until the first digital meeting 
via Zoom in June.  Since then, the Parish Council has met formally each month except August.  
Attendance has been remarkably good with members gradually becoming more confident in the format 
and a few members of the public joining us most months. 
 
One site meeting also took place, giving members an opportunity to look at various issues such as 
required signage around the village. 
 
Some of the issues from 2020 had been resolved including the outcome of the Boundary Review which 
saw the Gloster Hill area remaining in Warkworth Parish, excellent improvements to the pavements in 
the centre of the village, and the surfacing and tidying of the Beach Road carpark. 
 
Other issues continue to frustrate: no winter gritting in the area around the school, no safe crossing on 
Guilden Road, and still no satisfactory response from Northumbria Water Ltd regarding problems in the 
Gloster Hill area.  Also, concerns regarding speeding in various parts of the village were frequent 
despite the police having carried out some speed checks. 
 
Members had been pleased that the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was finally 
able to start work on the Plan and progress was reviewed through monthly reports from the Group’s 
Chair, Sian Smith.   
 
The pandemic had affected many aspects of village life, including the school, churches, and community 
organisations.  It had also brought extra challenges for the Parish Council, delaying the final completion 
of repair work on the churchyard walls, bringing an overwhelming number of tourists to the area along 
with a vast increase in the number of motorhomes, and causing real problems around The Stanners 
and on the river with large numbers of watersport enthusiasts.  In October, the Parish Council took the 
decision, in line with the conditions of its lease, to ban commercial use of The Stanners following 
parking problems and complaints about disturbance to both people and to wildlife.  The PC wished The 
Stanners to be retained as an amenity area and it had been good to see people enjoying picnics along 
the riverbank. 
 
A number of new seats had been installed, mainly near the river and given in memory of visitors who 
enjoyed Warkworth.  Following concerns about riverbank erosion at The Stanners, a guide fence was 
erected in the interests of public safety.  Northumberland County Council cut back the vegetation along 
Mill Walk to help stabilise the riverbank in that area.  Repairs were also carried out at the children’s 
playpark. 
 
No Christmas lights event could be held last year but the lights were put up and a Christmas tree was 
erected in Dial Place thanks to the generosity of several members of the community who together paid 
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for the tree, collected it from the grower, placed it in position, and, in lieu of taking expenses, made a 
generous donation to Warkworth Brownies. 
 
Yet again, Warkworth in Bloom worked hard to keep the village looking good and the Parish Council 
were pleased to continue to support them. 
 
In May, five stalwart members of the Parish Council decided to stand down.  Together, they had made a 
considerable contribution to the parish community, three having served for eight years, one for over 
twenty years, and one for thirty years, including twelve as chairman.  On behalf of the whole 
community, the Parish Council had expressed appreciation and thanks.   
 
Thanks were due to all councillors who have served during the past year, particularly those who so 
willingly took on extra responsibilities, including Coun Hobrough who so ably chaired the Finance 
Committee, Coun Galilee who acted as project manager for the churchyard walls work, and Jeff Watson 
in his dual role as County Councillor as well as a supportive Vice Chair. 
 
Finally, special thanks to our excellent Parish Clerk, Karon Hadfield, whose knowledge and guidance 
was greatly valued. 
 
 
The parish meeting finished at 6.35 pm. 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


