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The Annual General Meeting took place in 2021 in person following Covid 
guidelines. The new Parish Councillors are all firmly embedded, working well 
with fresh insights into the Parish Council work & duties. At the time of writing, 
we do have one vacancy for a Member. 

 
Financial proposals have been brought forward to the Council by the Finance 
Committee who have met when necessary.  It was agreed that the precept 
remain unchanged, which in reality reduced the contribution per household 
on Council Tax bills.  Budgets were responsibly and fairly prepared and 
constantly monitored by our Finance Officer alongside the Committee 
comprising: Cllrs Saunders; Farrall; Broekhuizen; Galilee. 

 
Issues which continue to frustrate us:  

• no winter gritting in the area around the school 
• no safe crossing on Guilden Road 
• no satisfactory response from Northumbria Water Ltd regarding 

problems in the Gloster Hill area 
• concerns regarding the high volume of traffic throughout the Parish 
• speeding throughout the Parish is a persistent problem, the police having 

carried out some speed checks. 
 

We were pleased that the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
have made great progress during the year, which continue to be reviewed 
through the monthly reports. To date the Housing Needs Survey plus the 
Residents Survey have been completed, with a higher than average response 
rate. The enormity of these tasks should not be underestimated. We do value 
the work undertaken by the Group led tirelessly by Chair, Sian Smith, 
supported by group members from the PC Cllr’s Burke; Popay & Farrall.  We 
are confident that the Neighbourhood Plan will be completed, then adopted, 
this is a valuable piece of work as Neighbourhood Plans now carry 
considerably greater importance than originally envisaged. 

 
The decision to ban commercial use of The Stanners following parking problems 
and complaints about disturbance to both people and to wildlife have had a 
positive impact on the enjoyment of the riverbank by both residents & visitors. 
We are experiencing challenges over the use of the Cemetery Bank car park by 
motorhomes, we are working with all interested parties to find a solution. 
The NCC Braid car park has opened the motorhome overnight parking facility 
within our Parish. 
 
The St Lawrence’s churchyard wall project has been completed. We have 
commissioned a tree survey for both the churchyard & the Stanners, some tree 
works will be necessary from the Autumn. 
   
Cllr Farrall has completed two large projects, we appreciate his hard work in 
these: 
1. Complete review & listing of all benches & picnic tables in the Parish, all 52 

in total. A bench policy document has also been produced & adopted to 
cover the allocation, location, maintenance etc. 



2. Documentation of all public footpaths in the Parish. Links between the 
Warkworth & Acklington footpath groups have also been developed. The 
Parish Council is minded to support the Warkworth footpath group where 
appropriate. 

3. Cllr Popay is working with the Scout group to undertake the maintenance 
of the benches. 

 
An exciting project which commenced this year is the Guilden Rd play park. We 
have recently placed an order for 2 new sets of swings with a castle frame on a 
wet pour rubber base. This will be a major revamp of the equipment bringing 
the play park fully up to date. We anticipate that the work will take place this 
Autumn. Cllr Burke has put in a tremendous amount of work on this project 
which we appreciate greatly. 
Future aspirations are to develop some adult outdoor fitness equipment on a 
suitable site. 
 
Cllrs Burke; Popay; Barton; Black have put together an exciting programme for 
the Queen’s Jubilee, in coordination with other Parish stakeholders. We have a 
full weekend to look forward to, let’s hope the weather is kind. 
  
The Christmas lights & Christmas tree returned this Christmas, thanks to the 
generosity of several members of the community who together paid for the tree, 
collected it from the grower, placed it in position, and, in lieu of taking expenses, 
made a generous donation to Warkworth Brownies. 
Unfortunately the lights switch on was delayed slightly due to the adverse 
weather. 

 
Yet again, Warkworth in Bloom worked hard to keep the village looking good 
and the Parish Council were pleased to continue to support them. 

 
Thanks are due to all councillors who have served during the past year, 
particularly those who so willingly took on extra responsibilities, including Jeff 
Watson in his dual role as County Councillor as well as a supportive Councillor. 

 
Finally, special thanks to our excellent Parish Clerk, Karon Hadfield, whose 
knowledge and guidance we value greatly. 

 
p.p. Sally Black MBE 


