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Warkworth Parish Council – 05 May 2022 

A meeting of the Parish Council took place in the British Legion Room, Warkworth 

War Memorial Hall, Castle Street, Warkworth on Thursday, 6 May at 6.30pm. 

Present: Cllrs T. Barton, A. Broekhuizen, A. Burke, R. Farrall, R. Galilee (Chair), S. 

Saunders (Minutes) and J. Watson. 

Apologies were received from Cllrs S. Black  and G. Popay, and also from Karon 

Hadfield, Parish Clerk. 

All members expressed their best wishes for a speedy & complete recovery to Sally. 

In attendance: Mr Danny Goodall, Country Parks and Sites Officer, NCC. 

Prior to the meeting, Cllr Galilee reminded all present to forward to the Clerk a 

photograph and short description outlining individuals’ motivations for becoming a 

Parish Councillor which will be presented on the WPC website. 

206. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest recorded. 

207. Suspension of standing orders 

The Parish Council agreed the suspension of standing orders to allow the Annual 

meeting and the Annual parish meeting to take place on Wednesday 1st June 2022, 

changed from 2nd June due to the Queen’s Jubilee. This change is subject to the 

Clerk’s availability. 

208. Minutes 

Agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 7 April 2022 be approved 

and confirmed. 

209. Matters Arising 

209.1 Site of memorial seat 

The PC is awaiting an update from Cllr Popay with regards to the seat and the 

proposal that the Scouts might clean the seats as a community project.  Cllr Galilee 

will contact Cllr Popay to follow these actions up. Since the meeting Cllr Popay has 

advised that the Explorer Scouts are very willing to wash/clean and photo document 

each bench during the Summer holidays. The money earned will go towards their 

hiking Expedition to Italy in 2023. Approx 50 -60 benches with a figure of £20 a 

bench discussed at the last meeting. Also suggesting that at the same time we 

attach a ID tag to each bench to easily identify one needing bench attention in the 

future. Available on Amazon quite cheaply  

Cllr Farrall reported that 2 seats need replacing (Stanners; Monk’s Walk) and 4 need 

to be repaired (2 x Stanners’; Castle landing; Millennium Gardens) .  It was agreed to 

apply the recently developed policy and ask organisations/people (where they can 

be identified in relation to dedicated seats) if they would like to replace or repair the 

seats. 
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Agreed Action 

Actions as above. Cllrs Popay/Cllr Farrall/Clerk 

 

209.2 The sign for the Coastal Path has been reinstated, but the signs for at each 

end of the Ember path are still missing. 

NCC traffic sign at the North end of Ember path is still pointing in the wrong direction. 

Agreed Action 

Action with Highways and Countryside 
Team 

Clerk 

 

210 Standing Items 

210.1.1 Play Park 

Following the evaluation of the options circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting 

and approved, an updated quote for the preferred option had been received.  It was 

noted that this is time limited. 

To provide the budget for play park, the virements from budget lines were approved 

as follows: 

From To Amount £ Balance in 
reserve £ 

Balance in 
current 

budget £ 

Amenities 
reserve 

Play area 
budget 

5,000 12,000 12,000 

Car parks 
reserve 

Play area 
budget 

24,000 10,000 8,000 

 

210.1.2 

The allocation of other funding was approved as follows: 

Source of funding Amount £ 

Use of play area reserve and current 
budget 

24,000 

Use of contribution from the County 
Councillor small schemes funding 

5,000 

 

This provides total funding of £58,000 with VAT to be temporarily funded from 

general balances until reclaimed. 

210.1.3 The park will have to be closed for two weeks for installation to take place. 

The timescale for installation following the placing of the order is 10-12 weeks. A 

formal opening ceremony will take place following installation. 

Naming of the play park to be proposed by the Warkworth Primary School children. 
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Formal opening by a resident, our Chair was supported by all Members. 

Agreed Action 

Contract to be issued to Kompan by 8th 
May. 

Cllr Galilee  

NCC small schemes funding £5,000. Cllr Watson. 

Chair formally expressed thanks to Cllr Burke with support from Cllr Broekhuizen for 

their tireless work on this project, this was echoed by all present. 

210.2 Neighbourhood Plan Report 

210.2.1 The Housing Needs Assessment final report has been received and is being 

posted on the NP website www.warkworthnp.org 

210.2.2 A “Drop-in” session will take place on 21st May.  Posters and printed sheets 

of information are required (maximum cost £50). The hire of the URC hall is £66. 

NCC are preparing some maps for use at the event. 

210.2.3 An application to Locality for a grant for this financial year will be prepared 

for £8570 (£10,000 less last year’s grant).   

The grant application should be headed by a member of the PC, and with the 

authority of the PC to apply. Cllr Galilee will work with Sian Smith to submit the 

application.  

Agreed Action 

Application for Locality grant to be 
drafted. 

Cllr Galilee in conjunction with Sian 
Smith, NP Chair. 

      

210.3 Traffic  

210.3.1 The yellow lines down Marina Road need refreshing and the grass needs 

cutting down the sides. 

Agreed Action 

Actions with Highways. Cllr Watson 

 

210.3.2 Concerns regarding to traffic issues continue.  Cllr Watson reassured the PC 

that the speed signs will be installed. Highways are also due to refresh road 

markings at the entrances/exit roads to the village. 

Disappointment was expressed that little had been achieved by the Warkworth 

A1068 Traffic Assessment of September 2021. Members agreed that we should 

formally request a new traffic survey to be located on the A1068 in the similar 

position to the last Castle St survey in 2016 (3rd September 2016 Site: 00004021 

Site ref: 424711606021). This would enable a time based comparison. 

Agreed Action 

Actions with Highways. Clerk 

 

http://www.warkworthnp.org/
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211 Motorhome use of the PC leased Cemetery Bank car park 

There was a long discussion in relation to the Cemetery Bank car park which is 

leased by the PC from Northumberland Estates.  Overnight motorhome/campervan 

parking on this car park has increased in recent weeks, to such an extent that 

motorhomes had taken over the car park from early evening until the morning, 

demonstrated by the monitoring data produced by Cllr Broekhuizen prior to the 

meeting.   

This subject has been a recurring topic in correspondence received over the last 

year. 

The search for sites website also indicates that there are 36 locations within a 20km 

radius of Warkworth, indicating that this "tourist area" does have facilities to support 

overnight accommodation of campervans. 

Problems noted were: 

• Effluent/dirty water trails across the tarmac where vehicle drains had been 

opened immediately prior to leaving 

• Rubbish bags building up next to the single waste bin 

Such level of use meant that the PC were in breach of the land lease with NE & also 

allowing a use of the land which would require planning permission. 

On a positive note since the tarmacking of the car park more cars were using the 

facility during the day, & this should be encouraged by improved signage. 

Discussion concerned several possible options identified.  It became clear that a 

discussion should first take place with Northumberland Estates, as the land is owned 

by them.  Planning permission would be needed to make the car park as currently 

Traffic Regulation Orders do not allow for sleeping in parked vehicles overnight in 

this car park.   

Options identified: 

1. Complete ban on motorhomes/overnight parking/camping/caravans. To be 

enforceable this will require correct signage; height barriers; a method of 

enforcement. (note: lockable height barriers would enable NCC bottle bank 

access, or re-siting of skips) 

2. Limited motorhome parking as per the Braid & NCC management 

3. Unlimited motorhome parking & no management. 

It was initially felt that options 1 or 2 were the most practical. 

If the PC were to proceed with either option 2 or 3 planning permission would be 

required. This would give residents the option to comment.  

During the meeting it was asked what the NP Residents Survey had stated on this 

subject. At the time of the meeting this information was not at hand, however it is 

noted that the Residents survey results also indicated this negative opinion towards 

sites for touring caravans/motorhomes (see page 10). 
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Agreed Action 

Contact Northumberland Estates and 
Highways at NCC about 
motorhome/campervan parking on 
Cemetery bank car park in order to 
inform the way forward. 

Cllr Watson 

 

212 Finance 

212.1 Current Balances: £53,631.02 Treasurers Account, £79,537.13 Instant Access 

Account as of 1 April 2022. 

212.2 The following payments were approved. 

000814 Clerk Salary and 
expenses 

Salary and expenses April 
2022 

£261.62 

000815 NP Secretary April Salary £152.40 

000816 HMRC  PAYE £132.10 

000817 WWMH PC meeting and Ukraine 
support meetings (to be 
checked as URC was for 
the Ukraine meetings) 

£86.00 

000818 WEL Medical Defibrillator pads 
and battery 

£292.68 

000819 NCC Beach Road car park 
resurfacing 

£7,000.00 

000820 NALC Annual subscription and 
website fee 

£488.65 

000821 Bullfinch Limited  Beacon £588.00 

 

212.3 Receipts 

10.03.22 TSB Interest £18.28 

08.03.22 HMRC VAT refund £14,446.30 
 

 

212.4 

Cllr Watson has received invoices from the electrician in relation to the Christmas 

lights.  These are for the years 2021 (£2116) and 2020 (£2476) and will be passed to 

the Clerk for action. 

213 The Queen’s Jubilee village events 

The Jubilee Working Group continues to finalise the details and plans are 

progressing with the bunting purchased and the beacon awaiting delivery.  The 

group has enlisted the skills of a Town Cryer and is now seeking a Bugler (Cllr 

Watson has a possible contact).  A request for assistance from the Barns Road 

Street party organisers, for bunting and for a contribution to the refreshments had 
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been received. There is a village wide competition for the dressing of the front of 

houses and it was agreed that street party participants self-fund refreshments. The 

working group have replied that the bunting is not available for house fronts, may 

have a small amount for street decoration but no money for refreshments. 

It was noted that AlnCom will not have provided fibre broadband technology to 

WWMH in time for streaming Jubilee events.  Cllr Popay is looking into providing a 

dongle so that this can take place. 

214 Car Parking on the Braid. 

The PC had received information from Danny Goodall, Country Parks and Sites 

Officer, NCC, regarding car parking on the Braid and the possibility of preventing this 

by turning the area into a wildflower area.  Mr Goodhall attended the meeting to 

engage in discussion with the PC in relation to the issue and seek ideas. The area 

being considered is currently used by families for picnics and general recreational 

purposes and other events (e.g., annual dog show).  The PC suggested that car 

parking could be stopped with the use of boulders to prevent the problem, and a 

wildflower area could be created down the sides of the road, but the area currently 

used by the community as well as visitors to Amble and Warkworth should be left as 

it is. 

The PC were in favour of a wildflower area on the Braid, just not in the area 

proposed. 

The issue of weedkilling and the use of glyphosate was also discussed with Mr 

Goodhall.  Glyphosate is approved for use by the UK Government and also the EU. 

It provides effective weed control and is relatively cost effective.  

Mr Goodall was thanked for his attendance.  

215 Councillor Area Reports 

Cllr Broekhuizen noted the potholes on the Butts and agreed to report them to NCC 

via website, -.  Fencing leaning over onto the footpath on Beal Bank (to be reported 

to Northumberland Estates). 

Cllr Galilee noted that around the village, weeds were appearing in pavements as 

well as round the base of the Church Wall & on Monks’ Walk. 

Cllr Burke noted that there was a lot of debris on the Wellfield Rd which was coming 

down the steep bank on the West side which will need clearing. 

Agreed Action 

Action with NCC Clerk 

 

216 County Councillor Report 

216.1 Cllr Watson reported that the funds were now available for the purchase of two 

professional lawn mowers as applied for by Acklington Footpath group but also 

available for the use of Warkworth and Felton. 
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217 Planning 

217.1The Parish Council considered the following applications:  

(1) 22/01268/FUL Conversion of existing double-storey garage to a holiday let and 

the widening of the existing driveway access Eastfield Lodge C95 To Warkworth 

Road Passing Eastfield Eastfield -No comments 

(2) 22/01375/FUL Garden building containing gym and home office Shortridge Hall 

Garden House Shortridge Hall Warkworth-No comments  

217.2 The following decisions were noted:  

(1) 22/00404/LBC Listed Building Consent for proposed infill porch extension 

(Amended description) Garden House Shortridge Hall Warkworth – Permission 

granted  

(2) 22/00661/LBC Listed building consent for the alteration/conversion of stables, 

hayloft and annex into 3no. holiday lets with assoc. parking and package treatment 

plant and construction of detached garage, Outbuildings North Morwick Hall 

Acklington- Permission granted  

(3) 22/00609/FELTPO Tree Preservation Order Application for works to 12 trees: T1-

T7, T7, T10- T11 Leylandii Cypress - Fell, T7, T9 Leylandii Cypress - remove 

hanging branch (save tree if possible), remove dead tree from riverbank. Oaklands 

14 Station Road Warkworth - Permission granted 

218 Correspondence received 

218.1 Email from NCC re wildflower meadow on The Braid 

218.2 Emails from residents re Beach Road Car park  

218.3 AONB Recruitment email  

218.4 Northumbria Connected - Connected-to-your-Community  

218.5 Email from resident re Braid Hill Development by Northumberland Estates  

218.6 Email from resident re use of glyphosate. This topic was discussed at length, 

the members agreed that we should seek clarification from NCC over their review of 

options available & policy for spraying. 

  

Agreed Action 

Action with  Greg Gavin NCC Clerk 

 

218.7 Email re motorhome parking on The Braid 

218.8 Email from Warkworth in Bloom 

218.9 Email from resident re parking of funeral vehicles when funerals are conducted 

at the church 
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219 Information items 

219.1 NALC Enews 13 April 2022  

219.2 CAN Enews 14 April 2022  

219.3 NALC Enews 26 April 2022 

220 Date and time of next meeting 

Annual Parish Meeting - Wednesday 1st June 2022 at 6.30 pm.  

Annual Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 1st June 2022 at 6.35 pm. 


