[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		2nd November 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.15 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, 3 members of the public, Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.15 p.m. 
1) [bookmark: _Hlk118111384]Apologies for Absence – Natalie Taylor (NT) 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 21 below 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk118115176]NCC Proposed extension of the duration of a Public Spaces Protection 0rder for the control of dogs.
ii. Parish Precept 2023-24
iii. May Day Celebrations
3) Declaration of Interests – DL declared an interest in item 8 iii: New School in Longframlington
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- None 
6) County Councillors Report. Cllr Thorne informed the meeting that:
i.  A new Chief executive of NCC had been appointed that day: Helen Peterson from Birmingham, who had a good background in education and Local Government. 
ii. The Challenge Team appointed following the Caller Report had made a visit to the County Council and were pleased with the progress being made.
iii. It was hopeful that Durham would join the combined authority which would take the unification up to seven authorities from the original three. 
iv. NCC continued to offer support for the payment of Council Tax for those in need whereby the Authority paid 92% of the council tax fee.
v. The Strategic Planning Committee had approved:
a. Two solar farms, one in Bedlington and one in Blyth. The Bedlington farm would be able to provide power to 15,000 homes.
b. A very large sand and gravel quarry in the Tyne Valley. Although controversial it would prove to be a very important resource for the building industry.
vi. He was very unhappy to see the felling of trees opposite Sea View. GF explained that this had been allowed as the TPO on these trees were not in force because their confirmation had been mishandled by NCC Planning Department.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. Proposed DL, Seconded DW, All in Favour.
Housekeeping Issues – These issues should take no longer than 60 minutes.
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
i. Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. TT had sent an email to Highways expressing our frustration about the lack of progress in responding to our worries regarding the chicane outside Rookwood. He had received no response and agreed to contact Highways and speak to Rob Murfin, Interim Executive Director of Planning and Local Services.	      Action: TT
ii. Drain Cleaning A697. TT had contacted Highways and had been assured that the A697 through the village as well as those South of the village was on the 3-monthly drain cleaning cycle. This work had been carried out very recently and included Weldon Bank south of the Coquet and the area along Sea View. 
iii. New School in Longframlington.  (At this point the meeting was suspended in order for the members of the public to discuss issues related to this issue. Following the discussion, 3 members of the public left the meeting at 8.05 p.m. The Council meeting then resumed. DL had declared an interest and did not take part in the following item).
a. Terms of Reference of the School Community Project Committee  were adopted by the Council. The three appointed members to serve on the committee were Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe, Gillian Nelless and Dave Wellden. As Chair of the PC, GF would be able to stand in if and when a member was unable to attend the committee.
b. School Survey.  The members agreed to the survey, asking residents if they did or did not want a school in the village, and the associated arrangements in principle. Further work on design and amendments would be undertaken as soon as possible to enable the surveys to be distributed throughout the village. GA to amend content and design over the forthcoming weekend.							      Action: GA/GN/DW
iv. Lightpipe Farm Cussins Development – Bus Stops. TT had written to Liz Sinnamon (LS), Senior Planning Manager NCC, on this matter but had received no response. GF reported that Cussins had requested a further meeting with the PC following which, David Brocklehurst (Cussins) had written to LS requesting a variation to the planning order and that the monies earmarked for the bus stops and shelters be allocated for highway improvements in the village. TT was asked to follow this up with LS and also the agreement made by Chris Meads at NCC who had agreed that his consultancy fees for the bus stops order also be waived and used for highway improvements in the village.			      Action: TT
TT left the meeting at 8.14 p.m.
v. Installation of electricity to bus shelter. A brief update had been received from NCC. There had been a delay in sorting out the outstanding issues, due to staff absence. The Clerk was asked to write to NCC inform them that the power and lighting needed to be fully functional and safe for the last week of November ready for the installation of the Christmas tree. Members were extremely concerned about the conduit not being correctly installed and taped with gaffer tape, particularly as the shelter was used by young people.						Action: Clerk
vi. General service review: Asset Register & archiving. Assets register had been updated. Archiving still outstanding 											            Action: GF/Clerk
vii. Conditions of grit bins; bus shelters; waste bins.  The pins on the hinges of the two bins on Church Street required attention.										Action: DW
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended - To receive reports of meetings attended by councillors or clerk and agree any meetings to be attended. 
10) Finance
i. Notification of receipts since the last meeting. None
ii. Approval of clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved.

	07/10/2022
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance (Sept)
	130.00

	13/10/2022
	Fantasy Prints
	Health & Safety signs
	67.80

	31/10/2022
	NCC 009301250798
	X3 extra grass cuts
	489.46

	31/10/2022
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Cartridge People x1 HP compatible toner
	43.55

	31/10/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	435.29

	31/10/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	97.40

	14/10/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	19.85

	
	
	Total
	1283.35



iii. Requests for donations. None
iv. Bank Reconciliation to 31st October 2022. Approved.

	Balance per bank statements as at 25/10/2022
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	66700.57

	
	Business Saver
	
	6107.26

	
	
	
	
	72807.83

	Less unpresented cheques
	31/10/2022
	NCC 009301250798
	489.46
	

	
	31/10/2022
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	43.55
	

	
	31/10/2022
	G Rhodes
	435.29
	

	
	31/10/2022
	HMRC
	97.40
	

	
	
	
	
	1065.70

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	71742.13

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	71742.13



v. Interim Internal Audit was complete and the auditor had no issues to report to the Council.
11) Allotments
i. Management.
Alexander John Munro Allotment plaque design. GA presented a number of optional designs. Members selected their preferred design and agreed this be mounted on a metal plaque with wooden frame. Text black on white with surrounding in green. Clerk to provide contact details of printer to GA who would agree final design and then order to be placed. 									           	           Action: GA/Clerk
GF/DW to take responsibility for the production and erection of wooden frame/posts on receipt of the plaque. 
										              Action: GF/DW
ii. Maintenance. 	
Fencing around the main allotment. Members accepted the quotation of £549 from Gavin Christie for the removal of the old fencing, and the erection of new fencing (with netting at bottom) and 2 small gates.			Action: Clerk
12) King George V Playing Field including:
i. Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. During inspections the Clerk often picked up litter, usually cans, plastic bottles and sweet wrappers. Members agreed to the purchase of a litter-picker and plastic bags for this purpose. No other issues to report.											Action: Clerk
ii. Update on repairs. The middle tensioning wire on the northside perimeter fence of the sportscourt was loose. Clerk to ask Gavin Christie to undertake repairs.								Action: Clerk
iii. Safety signage.  The signs have been received from the printers and now just needed putting up.		   Action: DW
iv. Sports & Football Field – Discussion on PC Response to Ms Laura Bridges:  A further letter had been received from Stephen Buckley which was discussed at length. The members agreed:
a. That the council had given full and correct consideration to the correspondence, and had acted correctly.
b. The Council had been in contact with the Fields in Trust and were aware that in some instances permanent structures may be allowed on King George V fields. GF to check the deeds for the KGV playing field with respect to the issue of the building of permanent structures.						     Action: GF
c. Currently the Council was investigating alternative suitable all-purpose surfaces for the sportscourt and was awaiting further information in order to ascertain as to whether there would be any benefit in replacing the current surface.
d. The Council would continue to keep a watching brief on the facilities it provided for the benefit of all residents in the community 
e. The Council abided by all the decisions taken at its meeting 4th May 2022  and agreed that the project proposed by Mr Buckley was not viable.
The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Buckley to this effect.					            Action: GF/Clerk
13) Planning 
i. To note any planning issues since previous meeting.	

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall Front Street 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02631/FUL
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02819/FUL
	Dene House Farm Cottages. 
	Withdrawn
	See previous minutes for details

	2/03560/FUL
	Wardle House, Front Street - Garage with home office above
	Registered
	LPC council OBJECT to this application on the following grounds.
The full impact of this development cannot be assessed as the height of the roof is not detailed on the drawings, leaving this important feature as guesswork.
The proposed development of a two-story build fails to meet the policies of the Longframlington Neighbourhood plan as detailed below:
LNP2 
     iii.   Ensure new buildings are well designed and located sensitively in the landscape, respecting the character of the countryside. A two-story build in a building line of single-story homes and garages would alter the skyline and damage the residential amenity of nearby houses and the residents and users of Front Street.
LNP7 
a) designing development respecting local context and character in terms of scale, density, height, massing, layout, materials, hard and soft landscaping and means of enclosure;
b) ensuring features including windows, doors, rooflights, chimneys, flues, roof design and boundary treatments have regard to surrounding character and materials used locally;
e)  ensuring measures have been incorporated to limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature conservation;
f)  ensuring that the massing, height, scale and proximity to neighbouring properties of the proposed development does not result in an unacceptable loss of light, overshadowing or other significant adverse amenity impacts on existing or future residents;
We would however be supportive of a single-story build in this location.



ii. Northumberland Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan:  The correspondence from NCC asking local councils to consider land that might have potential to help meet the accommodation needs of gypsies and travellers was noted.			
14) Cemetery issues:
i. Burials/Ashes internments. 
a. Jean McLean (Reserved Plot 258 Row 13) Burial 1st November 2022. Paid on Full.
ii. Memorial applications
a. The Skelly cremation plaque had been re-sited to ground level as requested.
b. The family of the late Robert and Valerie Firman had asked to replace the old wooden bench they purchased in memory of Robert Firman some 20 years ago. They wanted to replace the bench (and  plaque) with a resin sustainable bench similar to the one adjacent and were happy for the PC to purchase this on their behalf. They would be pleased for the PC to renovate the old bench and use it elsewhere in the cemetery or parish. The wording for the replacement plaque would be:
‘In Loving Memory of Bob and Valerie Firman and their son Steven.’
The request was agreed.								 Action: Clerk	
iii. Maintenance. The mowing of the extension of the cemetery for the wild flower area was still outstanding but imminent.
iv. Cemetery Extension. The completed documents had been passed to the solicitor for submission to the Land Registry . It was hoped the land transfer would be fully completed by the end of the financial year.
15) Action Plan – November 2022
i. Review of internal policies & procedures  Clerk to present the documents at the next meeting for perusal by members. 											 Action: Clerk
ii. Allotments - carry out inspections.							              Action: GF/DW
iii. Sports courts and playground – Review condition and record equipment at the sports ground 		Action: DW
iv. FramNews Report – deadline for copy Friday 18th December. Items to be included:
a. New school – committee/ survey
b. Rent plus x9 new rent to buy houses
c. Christmas Tree  Lights Sunday 4th December at 4.00pm
d. Litter in the park									Action: DW
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16) Proposal for a Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Gate, Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, Corner of the Green.  This item had been raised by TT at the last meeting where it was agreed it be deferred. The Council agreed that it did not wish to support this proposal. As this was a closed cemetery, maintained by NCC, the Members felt that it was their responsibility to effect repairs or install a replacement gate. The Council discussed other plans it would like to put in place to commemorate the late Queen including the planting of dedicated trees around the village.
17) DIY SOS Thank-You from the Owen Family Members were delighted to receive a Thank-you card received from the Owen family. It was decided to ask the family if they would agree to the card being published on the Parish Council Facebook page. 
												     Action: GA
18) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan including:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk115705856]Follow up to Action Plan Walkthrough. The walkthrough of the plan had been very successful and had held up well. There were a few actions which needed to be strengthened and which were to be included in the Plan.  The Grab Bag contents had now been agreed and the project was at a stage of acquisition of these. The Members agreed that this was a good use of public money and should be funded from the Parish Council budget.			            Action: GF/Clerk
ii. Applications for funding. GF/Clerk had met with the Chair and a Trustee of the Memorial Hall (LMH) to pull together the detail for the application to the Northern Powergrid’s Energy Resilience Grant Funding, for the Longframlington Memorial Hall Energy Resilience Project, to install solar power and batteries into the Hall. LMH had now submitted a draft application to LPC  for its support and was presented to members for their consideration. Members agreed that it was a good application and recommended a small number of amendments to strengthen the bid. The next stage was to obtain NCC support for the application which would then be submitted to the Northern Powergrid Foundation.  Action: GF/Clerk
19) Longframlington Climate Change Action Plan including: 
i. Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee. The members formally adopted the Terms of Reference of the Committee
ii. Application to NCC Tree Giveaway Scheme. The Committee had decided not to apply to this scheme but to make an application for trees through the Woodland Trust in March 2023.					     Action: DL
iii. Assessment of trees/woodland and application to NCC for TPOs. The TPO assessment and submission to NCC was still outstanding. There was a good deal of urgency about this matter as the village was losing valuable trees due to them not having a TPO. It was agreed that the application should focus on areas of woodland rather than single trees. GA agreed to lead on the assessment to be carried out hopefully over the forthcoming weekend.	         	         Action: GA/DL/NT
iv.  Wild flower areas Plans were in place to plant the wild flower area along the path between Sea View (Fenwick Park) and Rimside Gardens										     Action: DL
20) Town, Parish and Community Council Conferences  January 2023
NCC had made arrangements to hold three Town, Parish and Community Council Conferences in January. These events would provide an opportunity for TPCC representatives to speak directly to key officers on a one-to-one basis and to receive updates on current matters as well as discussion on future working together. Members were free to attend if they so wished.
21) Any Urgent Business 
i. NCC Proposed extension of the duration of a Public Spaces Protection Order for the control of dogs. This communication was noted
ii. Parish Precept 2023-24. Deadline for submission of Precept Request: Friday 27 January 2023. 
iii. May Day Celebrations. GA informed the Council that she was to set up a working group of willing volunteers to organise the event.
22) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 7th December 2022 at 7.00 p.m.

  
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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