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Blanchland Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting 

Blanchland Village Hall 

On Tuesday 27th September 2022 at 7.00pm 
 

Present: Councillors, Mr T Bowers, Chair, Mr R O’Connor, Mr M Kennedy, Mr M Forster, Mr D Kelly, Mr 
C Horncastle, Clerk Mrs C Asquith.  
1. Apologies: None 
2. Declarations of Interest: Village Hall/Felons Play Area TB/MK/MF 
3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 24th May 2022: Minutes of the previous meeting were 

approved. 
4. Matters Arising:  

4.1 Birkside Baybridge Drainage/Flooding at Baybridge/Kerbside at Clapshaw: No further 
updates as Clerk has had no response from Glen Harrison despite several email requests. 
Colin Horncastle said that he would speak to Glen in the morning and ask him to follow up.   

4.2 Slaley Forest Access Public Meeting: No further updates although funding for a feasibility 
report is being sought, but unlikely to happen before 2023.   

4.3 Bridle Paths and Public Footpaths: Michael Kennedy, Dave Kelly and Carolyn Asquith met 
with Duncan Lovatt and his colleague Tim on September the 13th. The group walked the entire 
path from Blanchland to Baybridge. Various issues were recorded and some suggestions 
were offered. In particular the area where when the river floods, the barrier that is currently 
there could have further work to help protect the path in the long term. Duncan and Tim 
however agreed that an alternative path running alongside the current path would be the 
better option, and less expensive. This would require various permissions and agreements as 
land would need to be taken from the farmer’s fields. Individual work to parts of the path and 
riverbank would require further investigation and permissions, and would be very costly. The 
work however it progresses will not be within the next financial year, but possibly in 2024. 
Duncan and Tim advised the council to put the work as a priority on the Local Transport Plan 
for 2024, when it comes up next year. The meeting concluded with an agreement that Duncan 
and Tim would write a report and that Carolyn Asquith was to liaise with Duncan and the 
Estate.  

4.4 Grit and Salt Piles: The Council agreed that 3 Salt bins would be purchased, the design and 
size 400L was agreed and the maximum spend is to be £258 per bin. Vat to be claimed back 
by Parish Council. Clerk to organise purchase and TB and MF to sign cheque when required.  

4.5 Blanchland Place Making Scheme: Kate Rankine had attended a BCDO meeting and some 
updates regarding change of priorities were confirmed. The car parks will no longer be a 
priority as attention is being focused on the village itself, with cameras currently in-situ looking 
at traffic speed, direction etc. The Clerk mentioned the kerbside outside the village hall and 
ongoing issues that need resolving before the winter. (see 4.1) The children’s Play Area is 
being looked at by The Village Hall Committee and they are seeking some funding from Colin 
Horncastle to proceed with their work. Colin to liaise with Avril Foster.  

4.6 Platinum Jubilee: It was agreed that the community would be asked for suggestions for the 
wording to go on the plaque of the commemorative stone seat. The Clerk will post on the 
Blanchland Community Facebook page and in the Notice Boards and ask residents for their 
suggestions by email to the Parish Council. Richard O’Connor will contact the Stone Mason in 
Consett and get a price for a stone plaque; the metal plaque quote will need to wait until the 
Council know how many words etc. there are. 

 
5. Finances: 

5.1 Current statement/Balance: £2727.32  
5.2 Petty Cash: £15.97 
5.3 Clerk Wages: £71.83 cheque 0043 signed by TB and MF 
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6. New Business: 
6.1 Warm Hub (CAN) – This ties into the Northern Power Grid Charity, TB and MK went to a meeting 
the previous evening. At that meeting they discussed applying for the grant to be able to purchase a 
generator and have electrical work undertaken to be able to run the Village Hall off the generator, 
should the village/community be affected by a significant power outage. This has come about as a 
response to Storm Arwen which affected Blanchland and neighbouring areas for a significant number 
of days. The Clerk has the application form and TB will meeting with the Electrician to secure a quote, 
once attained the Clerk and TB will complete the application and submit. With regard to the Village 
Hall being open as a Warm Hub in normal circumstances, it was agreed that this would not be feasible 
as the Hall isn’t used on a regular basis and the significant costs to open and heat the building would 
make it untenable. It was noted that during Storm Arwen the community were very self-reliant and 
supportive of one another and it was questioned if the warm hub facility would be needed in normal 
circumstances. The Clerk will write to CAN and explain the current situation. 
6.2 Tools/bench for mower repairs – Michael Kennedy said that the Show Ground falls under the 
Village Hall responsibility, so any requests such as this should be passed to the VH Committee.  
6.3 Energy support for local business – The Parish Council didn’t think this was applicable (they 
had all received the information prior to the meeting). If any businesses are interested the Clerk will 
pass on the contact and information.  
6.4 Parish Funds - Picnic bench/PA system - The Parish Council discussed in the last meeting 
purchasing 2 picnic benches to replace the ones that have been removed due to safety concerns. 
Michael Forster has sourced 2 round picnic tables at a cost of £280 + Vat each. It was agreed that this 
purchase would go ahead and MF and TB will sign a cheque wen required. The Vat will be claimed 
back by the PC. The picnic tables will be assembled by the PC and will be situated on the Show Field 
under the trees adjacent to the river.  
6.5 Retiring Post Man – John Dobson has served Blanchland and the community as their regular 
Post Man since 2004, he is retiring in January 2023. It was agreed that a village/community wide 
collection would be appropriate and a suitable gift was discussed in conjunction with Richard 
O’Connor and the Lord Crewe. The Clerk will find a way of sharing the information that donations will 
be will accepted at the Lord Crewe Reception c/o Richard O’Connor and asked that others pass this 
on by word of mouth.  
6.6 Tynedale Hospice – It was agreed that a donation of £50 would be made this year. Cheque 
signed by TB and MF chq no 0044 
6.7 Electoral Charge September payment – The second of three payments is now due as agreed 
after the September Precept was paid. TB and MF signed cheque 0042 value £100.00. Clerk to post. 
The final payment is due after receipt of April Precept.   
6.8 Hexham Road – roadside/verge drainage issues. Michael Forster pointed out that no work had 
been carried out and the water is now undermining the surface and is going to cause issues under the 
road if left un-treated. The area is opposite the pond on the left hand side of the road when driving to 
Slaley. Clerk to pass on to Glen Harrison’s team along with other issues (see 4.1 above) 
6.9 Baybridge Road Closure – The work is still expected to take longer than the original 10 weeks, 
however some issues that were going to add further delays have been resolved and Paul Stretton 
from DCC is hoping that they will be able to progress quickly. He will update the Clerk. It was noted 
that the bridge closure could not have been at a worse time, particular with the Show at the Bank 
Holiday weekend in August and the shooting season visitors and teams. Colin Horncastle asked if the 
Parish Council had been involved in the planning or discussion of the closure, the answer was no, and 
that DCC had closed the bridge without any prior discussion. DCC had as requested by the Clerk 
improved signage along the diversion. The Clerk and other members of the PC have noted however 
that some signs have either been knocked over or taken down, which is frustrating. They have been 
put up again, but subsequently they have been taken down again.  
 
Meeting closed 8.35 pm 
 
Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Tuesday 15th November at 7pm 2022 in the Village Hall  
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