HAZLERIGG PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD THURSDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2022 AT HAZLERIGG MEMORIAL HALL
Present:	Councillors Barbour, Fairley, Garbett and Thorp
In Attendance:	Councillors Thom Campion and Helen Laverick
Residents:	2
HPC 	Hazlerigg Parish Council
NCC	Newcastle City Council
BPC	Brunswick Parish Council
CPRE	Campaign for Rural England
NALC	Northumberland Association of Local Councils
UGN	Urban Green Newcastle

	
	
	

	1.
	Welcome and apologies for absence
· Apologies received from Cllr Younghusband and  Cllr Avaei
· It was agreed that Cllr Locke would join the meeting via phone link and Cllr Fairley would Chair the meeting.
  
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Hazlerigg Parish Council Meeting held 28th July 2022
· The minutes of 28th July 2022 were accepted as read and signed by Vice Chair Cllr Fairley.
· 
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the minutes dated 28th July 2022 not otherwise on the Agenda
· None

	

	4.
	Issues Raised by residents
· None

	

	5.
	Parish Clerk Vacancy
· 4 CV’s have been sent to all Cllrs.  These are to be reviewed prior to a meeting arranged on Monday 10th October 2022 6.00pm for the sole purpose of agreeing the interview process.

	
All Cllrs

	6.
	Correspondence
Throughout the summer break there had been a number of items of correspondence as follows:-
· A complaint was sent to NCC and the Planning Inspectorate regarding the lack of consultation with HPC and raising again the health concerns of erecting a 5G mast in the centre of the village after it had initially been refused permission.  An email has been received from an ex Battle Hill councillor offering assistance if HPC wished to pursue a change of location of the mast as they had been successful in achieving this. This matter had also made the local and national press. Further information is required regarding the potential harmful effects before further action is agreed by the council.
· A freedom of information request was received regarding incorrect burial plots which was directed to NCC as there are no burial plots within the parish boundary.
· Various NALC newsletters.
· An email was sent to Brunswick Parish Council regarding a number of joint matters; being the parish boundary, work on the football field pavilion, planting along the pathway between Hazlerigg and Brunswick and the speed awareness initiative.  The BPC Clerk advised there were no updates regarding the parish boundary or pavilion and that Cllr Thorp’s number had been passed to a member of their council in respect of the speed awareness initiative.
· Minutes of the Airport Consultative Meeting are available by email should any Cllr require a copy.  The main update was that work had started on the Solar Farm.
· We were advised that a new Electoral Services Mgr Lindsay Tomlinson had been appointed and she was looking to arrange a meeting of local parish Clerks in the near future.  Two councillors from other parish councils had been appointed to the Standards Committee during the summer.
· An email from Inspire Youth Tyne and Wear who hold youth meetings in the Memorial Hall had been received after the Agenda had been set.  They are looking for funding however, due to its late arrival there was insufficient time for councillors to review and can be placed on the Agenda for next month.

	

	7.
	Newsletter
· At the last meeting Cllrs  Thorp and Locke agreed to work on producing an outline for a village newsletter. Cllr Thorp produced a first draft.  Cllr Locke thought it would be useful to see the newsletter of another local parish council before finalising details for our own newsletter.  All Cllrs agreed to review and provide feedback/suggestions.  
· The newsletter is aimed at those who are not on social media in the village and a suggestion was put forward by Cllr Fairley that rather than leaflet drop all houses, that supplies are left in the local shops and Memorial Hall. The matter will be put on the October Agenda.

	
Cllr Barbour to forward link for the newsletter to all Cllrs

	8.
	· Financial Matters
· The Bank Mandate documentation had been submitted to Barclays Bank and confirmation that the new signing instructions are in place is awaited.  
· The current account balance is £8523.13 and £3723.58 is held on reserve as an election fund, should it be required.
· It was agreed to pay cheques for BHIB Insurance £410.31 and NALC Subscription £218.83
· The precept is calculated around this time of year and a statement showing Income/Expenditure for the coming 12 months was produced.  It is noted that after current commitments are paid there is a small reserve in the current account which will help with anticipated increased costs over the next 12/18 months, after which an increase in Precept would definitely need to be considered.  The Clerk will take advice from democratic services regarding applying for the precept as it is unlikely the new Clerk will be in place in time. 
· A request has been made to change our current banking from Barclays to a more ethically friendly institution.  Unity Bank, Co-operative and Nationwide have been put forward as contenders.  It was agreed to gather information and present at the next meeting for consideration.

	









Clerk

	9.
	Environment, Planning and Highways
· Land at High Ridge – We have still not been able to establish the ownership of a parcel of land at High Ridge.  A local resident has given us some new information which will be followed up by the Clerk.
· Tree Planting -  Ward Cllrs confirmed they had received notification of the Tree Planting submission which proposed a community orchard and mini forest together with hedgerow and tree planting in the village and they would not raise any objections.  
· Speed Signage – Unfortunately there has been a delay with the delivery of the speed signage.  Ward Cllrs advise this is council wide issue.
· Havannah Nature Reserve – We received an update on what has been going on in the reserve, but still no confirmation on when we may expect the Conservation Management Plan or where the June event  actually took place in the reserve.  A further update request has been sent.  Cllr Campion advised a walkabout will be taking place in the near future with UGN in the reserve and representatives of the parish council would be able to attend.
· Springvale Enforcement Notice – an email had been received regarding the enforcement, however required more scrutiny as it was quite involved.  An update will be provided at the next council meeting.
· Gates at Havannah – UGN advised there were no plans to put gates in Havannah, but thanked us for the suggestion.
· Grass Cutting Consultation – Thanks were given to Cllrs Fairley and Garbett for hosting the consultation.  Results were submitted to Paul Cooper at NCC and we were advised this was being sent to Ward Cllrs for their review.  Cllrs Campion and Laverick said they would raise no objections if this was what the majority of residents wanted.
· Request for a Coal Cart – Unfortunately enquiries had not been successful.  It was suggested that we contact Brenkley, Woodhorn and Beamish to see if they had anything available.
· Hedgehog Presentation – it was suggested that a series of presentations be given on priority species relative to the area.  Cllr Fairley advised this is an initiative that the Memorial Hall could get involved with as funding will likely be required.  It was suggested that Alnwick Wildlife Group will come out and provide presentations.

	
Cllr Barbour










Cllr Campion







Clerk












Cllr Locke



Cllr Fairley and Locke




	10.
	Councillor Vacancy
· It was proposed that  Jan Young be co-opted to the council for the remaining period with all councillors agreeing.  Jan was welcomed to the council and provided with all appropriate forms.

	

	11.
	Crime Statistics
· 23 incidents reported between 28th July and 21st Sept,  of which 20 were deemed to be ‘nothing of note or threat to the wider public’.  A fire in the nature reserve, a slashed tyre and trespassers on a building site. It was requested that the Police be asked to attend our next meeting as they have not been for a while.  
· It was suggested that we put the name of the Community Policy Officer on the Parish Council/Village facebook pages so residents have someone to call.  Cllr Laverick will confirm back to us if we are able to do this. 

	






Cllr Laverick

	12.
	Other Issues Raised by Councillors
· Public Transport has become an issue in the village with multiple buses being cancelled.  Cllr Campion gave an overview of the position which has been exacerbated by the closure of the depot in Newcastle resulting in more drivers leaving.  It was suggested writing emails and talking is not getting the message across to the bus company serving our area and that perhaps more people action is required and bringing together the parish councils in the area to work together on this issue. Funds are available through the Bus Service Improvement Plan and Nick Kemp is the person to contact in this regard.  Cllr Campion will keep us updated on progress and the matter will be placed on the October Agenda
· As the dark nights approach the usual first Monday of the month evening litter picks will cease.  It was suggested that a Sunday 10-11am or 2-3.00pm might be an alternative for a group session or anyone interested can do their own litter picks.  Future suggested dates will be put on the Whatsapp Group and if agreed can then be posted on the facebook pages should any residents wish to attend.  
· It was requested that we send a formal thanks to CPRE for joining our litter pick at the beginning of September.

	






Cllr Campion












Clerk

	 
	
	



The Meeting finished at 9.00pm.  The next meeting will be October 27th 2022 7.00pm at Hazlerigg Memorial Hall.
