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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 01 SEPTEMBER 2022

Longhirst Village Hall
Minutes  are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Chris Marr, Cllr Jon Mills, Cllr
Peter Lovering, Cllr Janet Quinn, Cllr Richard Tordo�

APOLOGIES: Cllr David Towns (NCC)

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk)

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

There were no members of the public present and no questions had been sent in
to the Clerk.

B Update from Northumbria Police

PCSO Andrea Potts has been in touch to explain that most of the meeting times
do not coincide with her shift patterns, but she does hope to attend in January
and / or March.  PCSO Potts confirmed there were no incidents to report.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Cllr Towns was not able to attend tonight, but has liaised with the Chair about
various matters and these will be reported on in the meeting.

D RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

i) Longhirst Colliery
Bill Dryden was not able to attend tonight, and has not raised any issues.

ii) Micklewood

Car park area and future developments
Cllr J Mills reported that residents from Micklewood met recently with Dere Street
Homes regarding other matters, but were informed that the land adjacent to the
car park is to be passed to another management company.  At this time further
development appears to be unlikely.

Wall reinstatement
Cllr J Quinn also noted that having spoken to builders currently on site, that the
“hole in the wall” at Longhirst Hall for the construction of the two dwellings is due
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to be repaired soon.   Talks are on-going with Longhirst Hall regarding access
through the pedestrian gate for Micklewood residents.

iii) Longhirst Hall
Andy Robson was not able to attend tonight, and has not raised any issues.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors are asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 07 JULY 2022
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Litter bin for Longhirst Colliery Bus Shelter - fitted
Thanks were expressed to Cllr G Fahy for fitting the bin - this item is now closed.

4.2 Queen’s Jubilee Plaque - delivered
The Chair confirmed that the plaque has been delivered; a suitable location has
yet to be identified.

4.3 Station Cottages, discharge of conditions objection - submitted
Comments were submitted by the Clerk on behalf of the Councillors; a decision
by Northumberland County Council is awaited.

4.4 Local Transport Plan requests 2023/24 - submitted
Comments were submitted and feedback is awaited.

4.5 Software problems producing a report for the Longhirst Leader - resolved
The technical issues for Cllr J Quinn have been resolved.

4.6 Request for additional signage at Longhirst Road junction - installed
Signage indicating which way to go to get to Ashington has been installed at the
junction - thanks were expressed to Richard Mackenzie, Highways, NCC for that.

5 PLANNING

5.1 Domino’s Field Inspectorate Appeal APP/P2935/W/22/3295617 - date 05/06
Oct 22 in Morpeth

Members had originally expected this to be a ‘desktop’ review by the Planning
Inspector but this is now to be an in-person meeting.  Two days have been
allocated but a venue and the other details have not been decided upon.

All Councillors were very concerned at the prospect of house-building that would
extend beyond the agreed footprint of the village, as well as the loss of green belt
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land, and felt there would be a serious negative impact on the village if planning
permission were granted.

The Chair stated that he has rearranged his holidays in order to be able to attend
the meeting.  Cllrs P Lovering and J Mills also agreed to attend; any other
members who are available are welcome.  All residents who submitted comments
should receive formal notification from NCC with an invitation, but the Chair
hoped that any resident with an interest will be present.

Cllr P Lovering will put together a list of the residents who have put in comments,
with a view to possibly co-ordinating a response from the village as a whole.  The
Chair felt it will be important to present an e�ective and coherent case to the
Inspector.

Anyone interested in attending may wish to refer to the o�cial guidance:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-appeals-dealt-with-by-a
n-inquiry-taking-part/guide-to-taking-part-in-planning-and-listed-building-cons
ent-appeals-proceeding-by-an-inquiry

The imminent e-supplement edition of the Longhirst Leader will alert people to
the upcoming appeal.  The Clerk will request a meeting with NCC to discuss the
issues in advance of the event, and to ask if the venue for the appeal could be
Longhirst Village Hall.

ACTION:  CLLR P LOVERING / CLERK

6 BUSINESS

6.1 Ashington Road Flooding issues - update (Cllr Coates)
The Chair is very concerned that residents are facing a fourth winter of random
road closures and travel disruption due flooding on this road.  Despite numerous
visits and correspondence with both the County Council and Advance
Northumberland no action has been taken either to lessen the impact in the
short-term (by clearing the ditches), or to find a longer-term solution (by raising
the road).

The Chair remains in contact with Cllr D Towns (NCC) about this, but suggested
that if no remedial action is taken before the next meeting, that the Parish
Council should contact the local press to highlight the problems facing residents.

ACTION: CHAIR
6.2 Potland Park issues - bridleway access (Cllrs Coates / Fahy)

David Feige, County Ecologist, NCC has asked to visit the November meeting to
give a presentation on future biodiversity net gain plans for Potland Park.  NCC
has identified the site as suitable for habitat creation and management that can
be undertaken to satisfy net gain requirements for developers (specifically
Britishvolt).

Whilst this is welcome, the Clerk has advised him of current issues around lack of
access and paths becoming overgrown.  He will look in to this and report back at
his visit, or sooner if he can.

ACTION: CHAIR
6.3 Wildlife Group update (Cllr Coates)
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The group’s Lottery bid was delayed but is soon to be submitted.  Newsletters
continue to be produced and circulated, including an item on a bat watch event
to be held soon.

6.4 Footpath clearance nr Longhirst Hall Cricket club (Cllr Tordo�)
Cllr R Tordo� has contacted NCC to advise that the land is actually owned by the
Cricket Club, but has not had time to chase up the work itself.  He will chase this
up.

ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF
6.5 Repair to seat nr St John’s Church (Cllr Tordo�)

Cllr R Tordo� reported that the seat has now been repaired.  The cost of the
materials was £48.12 and the Clerk will reimburse him for this.  Thanks were
expressed to Cllr Tordo� for undertaking this work.

ACTION: CLERK
6.6 Repairs to wall nr Gate Lodge, Longhirst Hall - enforcement

Sharon Kelly, Architectural Heritage O�cer, NCC had replied to our query stating
some level of dissatisfaction with the work carried out, but it was unclear what
remedial action she intended to take.  The Clerk will request a formal update and
clarification.

ACTION: CLERK
6.7 St John’s Lychgate repairs update (Cllr Coates)

The repairs have not yet started as the hand-made tiles are not yet ready.  It may
be some time before this work is complete.

6.8 Parish Council logo update (Cllr Coates)
The Chair had advertised the competition initially through the Longhirst Leader.
He intends to extend the invitation to students at Pegswood School (via the Vicar
of St John’s Church).

6.9 Longhirst Level Crossing Closure by Network Rail
The level crossing is due to be closed for planned maintenance for 5 days (from
15 - 20 September) during the harvest period.  The day-time closure will mean
tra�c from North East Grainsis redirected through the village, e�ectively
stopping the voluntary arrangement to split the tra�c 50/50 through both sides
of the village.  Both the Chair and the Clerk contacted Network Rail to ask if the
date for the maintenance works could be moved, but unfortunately this was not
possible.

Due to the warmer weather the majority of the harvest has been collected-in
early and this will alleviate some of the problems, but the Chair does anticipate
congestion from grain lorries in the village during these dates.

Network Rail will also be using the north side of the road either side of the
crossing for storage of equipment and a rest room for their sta�.  Cllr Fahy noted
that he may need to cancel the holiday bookings arranged for that week due to
the disruption and noise.

6.10 Civility & Respect Newsletter and Pledge
This initiative builds on the national Code of Conduct and is being promoted
jointly by the National Association of Local Councils, and the Society for Local
Council Clerks.  The pledge aims to put civility and respect at the top of the
agenda and start a culture change for the local council sector.  Members agreed
to pursue the aims of the pledge and the Clerk will work to put in place the
necessary procedures and then bring the item back to a future meeting.

Minutes signed by
Longhirst Parish Council Chair

Date approved
Minutes of meeting 01 September 2022

https://www.slcc.co.uk/site/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/CR-Newsletter-AUGUST-2022.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NVb5tFf8tDgsubY84oB-wXjjJXTBh8b/view?usp=sharing


Page | 5 of 7

ACTION: CLERK
6.11 Scheme of Delegation - for adoption

This sets out the levels of authority for decision-making and expenditure for the
Clerk and any Committees and Sub-committees.  Members agreed to adopt this
policy.

6.12 Equality & Diversity Policy - for adoption
This sets out the Council’s commitment to promoting equality of opportunity.
Members agreed to adopt this policy.

6.13 Proposal to carry out an inventory of historic paperwork
Members agreed that the Clerk can review the papers held in the filing cabinets
at the Village Hall.  The first stage will be to identify what information is held,
what is required to be kept by law, and other paperwork of legal or other special
interest.  In time relevant items will be digitised.  No items will be removed or
destroyed at this point.

The Chair hopes to track down copies of the books written by Bob Jackson, A
History of Longhirst Mine and A History of the Longhirst War Memorial, with a
view to digitising these and making them available online.

ACTION: CLERK / CHAIR
6.14 Parish Council Plan - review

A review was not required at this meeting.

7 BUDGET
7.1 Bank Statements 22/23 and Budget Monitoring 22/23

The bank statements were presented for information, and the Clerk confirmed
that the budget is on target.

7.2 VAT Reclaim 21/22 for £185.33 - submitted
The VAT reclaim for 2021/22 was submitted and has been paid.  Future reclaims
can now be made online.

7.3 Revised Field Tenancy Agreement for £540
The Clerk clarified with the solicitor why Section 2 of the agreement was blank.
This section is needed only if the Parish Council intends to claim any farming
subsidies on the land; as we do not then this section can be taken out.  This
revised agreement is ready for use next year.  The cost for this work was £540
and that has been paid to David Auld & Co.

The Chair is liaising with Cllr D Towns (NCC) to track down copies of the original
agreement between Lord Joicey’s estate and the Parish Council regarding the
field.

ACTION: CHAIR
7.4 Donation request St John’s Churchyard for £660

St John’s Church has made a request for a donation towards the upkeep of the
churchyard (grass cutting, etc).  This has been paid in previous years at £600, but
the Church asked if a 10% increase would be possible this year due to higher
costs.  Councillors agreed to this.

ACTION: CLERK
7.5 Review of banking arrangements
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The Clerk outlined ongoing poor customer service from the TSB bank.  Having
made a formal complaint about being unable to access transaction history online,
the bank has accepted it is at fault but is unable to rectify this.

Councillors agreed that the Clerk could investigate moving to another bank and
will discuss options at a future meeting.  In the meantime, the Clerk will still apply
for ‘view-only’ access for the Chair and Vice Chair - the paperwork was
completed and signed at the meeting.

ACTION: CLERK

7.6 Confirmation to remain in national audit arrangements - deadline 28 Oct 22
Legislation requires the Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments company to
appoint external auditors for all Parish and Town Councils.  PKF Littlejohn have
undertaken that recently, but their contract is due to end and new auditors will be
appointed from next year.  Parish Councils are automatically opted-in to the
scheme, unless they formally request to be opted-out.

All Parish Councils require an external auditor - even where it submits a
Certificate of Exemption.  The Clerk suggested that it would be costly and
time-consuming to appoint our own external auditors.  Councillors agreed, and
confirmed that they are happy to remain within the national arrangements.  No
further action is required.

8 CONSULTATIONS

8.1 Community Resilience Event, Newbiggin Leisure & Community Hub - 29 Sep 22
Cllr R Tordo� may attend this event if he is available. The Chair noted the
village’s own future resilience plans centre on the Village Hall, and include the
installation of solar panels and a back-up generator.

ACTION: CHAIR / CLLR TORDOFF

9 REPORTS from Councillors (for any items not covered above)
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

9.1 Paddock Wood maintenance
Cllr C Marr is having trouble getting a response from Tilhill (the company
responsible for maintaining the wood).  He will try to contact the new Woodland
Trust Regional O�cer,

9.2 Field of wheat at Potland Park
Cllr G Fahy reported that a field at Potland Park that was not rented out to a
farmer (and hence not ploughed or sown) has nonetheless received enough
windblown seed to grow a reasonable density of wheat.  Cllr Fahy wondered if
there was any way this could be harvested to avoid it being wasted.  The Clerk is
to take this up with NCC.

ACTION: CLERK
9.3 Damaged woodland at Potland Park

Cllr Fahy also reported that a number of trees blown down in storms earlier in the
year still remain in situ and do pose a danger to walkers using the paths through
the woodland.  The Clerk is to contact NCC regarding this.

ACTION: CLERK
9.4 The Old Pavillion John Dobson Drive - 22/01461/FUL

Cllr J Quinn had heard informally that the County Council’s Conservation Team
may have objections to this application.  If correct, it is unclear how this may
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a�ect the final decision, or the owner’s future plans for the parkland.  The Clerk
will check on the status of this application.

ACTION: CLERK
10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)

10.1 New Northumberland ALC Chief O�cer - Graeme Popay
Councillors noted that Stephen Rickitt is due to retire soon and Graeme Popay
has been appointed in his place.  Stephen and Graeme are working alongside
each other during the next couple of months to ensure a smooth hand-over.  Mr
Popay lives in Warkworth and is a member of the parish council.  He previously
worked for Northumberland College.

Cllr P Coates also asked members to note that he has stood down from his seat
on the NALC County Committee.

10.2 Northern Powergrid Energy Resilience Grant Funding - advance notice
Councillors noted this new funding opportunity.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7pm on Thursday, 03 NOVEMBER 2022 at Longhirst Village Hall

Close of meeting at 8.15pm
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