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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 02 MARCH 2023

Longhirst Village Hall
Minutes are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Chris Marr, Cllr Jon Mills, Cllr
Janet Quinn

APOLOGIES: Cllr Peter Lovering, Cllr Richard Tordoff

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Cllr David Towns (NCC), 3x residents (one left
after item 7.3), David Feige (NCC Ecologist) left after item C.

By agreement of the Councillors and the members of the public present, item C was taken
first.
A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

i) Station Cottages
A resident raised the continuing issue of the illegal building at Station Cottages.
Despite the building not having permission he is not aware of a date for its
removal and is very concerned about how long this is taking.

The Chair replied that this is something that is regularly discussed at Parish
Council meetings and is chased up with the Planning Dept at Northumberland
County Council at intervals. The last contact was a submission by the Parish
Council objecting to the change of land use (see item 5.2 below), and we will
continue to pursue this.

ii) Signage for Longhirst Hall
Another resident asked for the Parish Council’s help to remove old signage from
the bottom of Dairy Lane (put up by the developers), and to install new signage at
the entrance to Longhirst Hall.

Regarding the old signage, the Chair suggested that it may be more prudent to
focus on the more pressing issues at Dairy Lane (such as the potential for a third
dwelling) and to chase up the remediation work on the boundary wall.

Regarding the new signage the Chair stated that neither the Parish Council nor
the County Council would fund this, but suggested that the various residents’
associations and the sports clubs meet to discuss what they require and how they
might fund that. He would be happy to Chair any such meeting if that would be
helpful.
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B Update from Northumbria Police
We have not received any update for this meeting.

C Presentation on Potland Burn, by David Feige (County Ecologist, NCC)

David Feige, County Ecologist with the County Council, gave a presentation on the
plans for the site of the former surface coal mine. The original plan had been to
return the site to arable farmland, to reinstate the footpaths and bridleways and to
include some new ones. There is still a commitment to reinstate / create the rights
of way, but the arable land will now become a more nature-friendly habitat.

Recent changes to legislation (Environment Act 2021, Chapter 30) meant that the
County Council was looking for areas where it could enhance existing habitats.
The terminology used in the Act is ‘biodiversity net gain’ (BNG). As Potland Burn
is a large site, and already is home to some unusual plants and animals, it was
identified as a ‘strategic net gain site’. The new plan was to enhance this area to
offset developments elsewhere (specifically the British Volt site, using money
provided by the developer).

Plans focused on:
● Clusters of ponds and seasonal scrapes
● Species-rich grassland and scrub
● Managed grazing
● As well as working with local communities

This has been put on hold due to BV going in to receivership; the plans remain in
place but may take longer to implement.

Cllr Fahy asked what had happened to UK Coal’s restoration bond that was meant
to fund this work? Mr Feige stated that unfortunately the bond covers only basic
restoration - not the kind of work planned here - and any monies left would have
been given over to the Administrators when UK Coal went into receivership.

Key concerns for the Parish Council

1. Why have the original footpaths and bridleways not been reinstated - the
changed legislation and complexities over BV are fairly recent but the site
and its rights of way have been closed to the public for the past 10 years.

The paths are overgrown, fencing has been erected across the route of
those paths, and the entrances are blocked by hay bales. The Parish
Council has been in discussions with NCC over this for at least the last two
years but no adequate explanation has been given.

2. A request that the routes for the new rights of way are kept as per the
proposals, as these link up the village directly to other routes and
surrounding villages.

3. Wetland creation is entirely acceptable on the site, but please consider the
impact of regular flooding at Ashington Road.
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4. Could consideration be given to creating wildlife corridors from
surrounding areas to link up to this site.

5. Could these proposals be presented to a wider audience of the other
Parishes surrounding the site.

David Feige offered to consider all of these points, and to try and find out why the
existing rights of way have not been reinstated.

The Chair noted that Longhirst’s Wildlife Community Charity Trust is now formally
established and well supported by residents, and he believes there will be many
ways the Parish and County Councils can work together to make the most of this
site.

D NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

i) NCC Budget
This was recently agreed and the key message is that frontline services will not be
affected by the savings, though Council Tax will go up.

ii) Fly Tipping
A number of incidents had been reported to him recently and he has passed these
along to Local Services. Whilst he is happy to take these reports he did suggest it
would be quicker for residents to report these direct to the relevant council
department -
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=587

This link can be found on the NCC website under ‘Report’ (there is also a link on
the Parish Council website and on the Parish website). The Clerk suggested
creating QR code sheets to put in the notice boards.

ACTION: CLERK

iii) Revised Ward Boundaries
The Chair asked Cllr Towns to outline the changes proposed by the Boundary
Commission. Because the population has increased the proposal is that
Pegswood division would be split into two: one for Pegswood and another for the
remainder of the existing ward (to be called Longhirst and to include Ulgham,
Hebron, Fairmoor). Other proposals suggest creating two divisions for Alnwick.
Consultations are still ongoing but if there are changes they are likely to be in
place for the next round of local council elections in 2025.

There is also a proposal to redraw the Parliamentary boundaries, where Longhirst
could join a constituency for North Northumberland (to include Morpeth and
Berwick).

E RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

i) Longhirst Colliery - Bill Dryden

Woodland Clearance
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Mr Dryden is unable to attend tonight but did raise the point that no woodland
clearance work has started yet at the Colliery. The Clerk has asked for their
contact in order to look in to this and is waiting to hear back.

ii) Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson

Longhirst Management Committee
A member of the newly formed Longhirst Management Committee spoke in Mr
Robson’s absence. The committee’s first meeting was attended by c30 people,
and the three top priorities were:

● Investigate the installation of EV charging points at Longhirst Hall
(permission has been given for laying cables if required)

● Lawson Villas estate plans to carry out a tree survey
● Improved signage - as discussed under the public forum above (item Aii).

iii) Micklewood - Cllr J Mills

Micklewood Management Committee
Micklewood now has its own Management Committee also and is due to have its
first meeting on 15 March.

1 APOLOGIES
Both Cllrs Lovering and Tordoff are absent due to illness, with the dispensation of
the Chair.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date. There
were no items to declare.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 05 JANUARY 2023
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Paddock Wood planned works update (Cllr Marr)
Duplicate with item 6.5.

4.2 NCC T&PCC Conference, 23 Jan 23 - feedback - Who’s Who in Local Services
The Chair reported back that the conference was useful and, at his request, the
NCC Highways representative agreed to draw up a contract for town and parish
councils to use for the maintenance of their speed warning signs.

4.3 St John’s Lychgate repairs update (Cllr Coates)
The repairs have still not started. The Chair plans to speak again to Reverend
Park with a view to contacting the architect and/or insurers direct.

4.4 Missing road sign near St John’s Church
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This has not been replaced and the Clerk has not received any update on when
the work will be done. The Clerk will chase this up, along with a reminder about
the removal of the three now unused signposts opposite Longhirst Hall.

ACTION: CLERK

4.4 Civility & Respect Newsletter and Pledge; Review of banking arrangements
These will be revisited at a future meeting.

5 PLANNING

5.1 Butterwell Disposal Point - 22/02869/FUL - comments submitted, comments
also submitted by Ellington & Linton Parish Council - decision awaited

5.2 Station Cottages, change of land use - 22/03679/FUL - comments submitted,
decision awaited

5.3 Dairy Lane, Longhirst Hall wall remediations - 18/01028/LBC - decision awaited
by NCC on enforcement action

5.4 Stobswood Haul Road 20/00465/PREAPP / 22/02162/CCM - decision awaited

5.5 Planning - consider meeting with Rob Murfin, Director of Planning, NCC
Regarding Butterwell, Station Cottages and Stobswood Haul Road, the Clerk has
only heard back that these are all ‘awaiting a decision’. No information has been
provided regarding enforcement action to repair the hole in the boundary wall at
Dairy Lane.

Members agreed that there was no pressing need at this time for Rob Murfin to
be invited to attend a Parish Council meeting; but the Chair suggested that
members could join his online briefing on the Local Plan, available via NALC. The
Clerk is to recirculate that booking information. These events should be free but
if there is a small charge contact the Clerk for reimbursement.

ACTION: CLERK / ALL CLLRS
6 BUSINESS

6.1 Cost of living crisis support
The Longhirst Show group is closing and proposes to pass on its remaining funds
of £750 to the Parish Association to put towards the costs of purchasing and
installing a back-up generator for the Village Hall. The Chair suggested that the
Parish Council might match that donation towards the full costs of c£1,500. The
Chair will contact the Parish Association to ask if they would like to apply for a
donation.

ACTION: CHAIR

6.2 Longhirst Wildlife and Community Trust: Coronation village celebrations, inc
NCC Coronation Community Fund, and Jubilee Tree Planting

● The Trust held its first public meeting with c45 residents in attendance.

● The oak tree purchased for the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme is due to
be planted in the next week. All members agreed that Mike Elphick
should have the honour of planting it.

● The local litter-picking group will shortly celebrate its 20th anniversary.
The Chair was keen that the group’s efforts be registered with the Great
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British Spring Clean scheme. A photo opportunity will be held on the
anniversary, with a view to an article going in to the Morpeth Herald.

To recognise the achievements of the litter-picking group, Councillors agreed to
pay for some refreshments for the celebration event (at c£30).

ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK

The Chair also asked Cllr Marr if he would add a link from the Parish website to
the Parish Council’s website.

ACTION: CLLR C MARR

6.3 Ashington Road Flooding issues - feedback (Cllr Coates)
No further action has been taken at the site and the Chair suggested discussing
this at the next meeting with a view to asking for another site meeting with
Advance Northumberland and Northumberland County Council.

Cllr Fahy also noted that the hedges on the side of the road owned by Advance
Northumberland have not been cut for some years and contrast poorly with the
farmer’s side of the road which has been well-maintained.

6.4 Potland Park issues - bridleway access and fly tipping (Cllrs Coates / Fahy)
This has been covered by item C above.

6.5 Paddock Wood
The Woodland Trust’s NE Site Manager is due to finish his employment with the
Trust and therefore feels that he no longer has authorisation to act on their
behalf. Councillors agreed to formally request a meeting with headquarters
representatives from the Woodland Trust, as well as the Chair, Vice Chair and
Mike Elphick.

The purpose of the meeting will be to a) establish if the Woodland Trust will thin
out the trees, as previously promised; and b) what are their future plans for the
wood and do they still maintain an active interest in it.

ACTION: CLERK
6.6 Parish Council logo update (Cllr Coates)

The Chair tabled a final draft of the new logo (an oak tree), designed by a local
graphic artist from the University of the Third Age. The intention is that this can
be used by other local groups (such as the Parish Association). Final artwork is
being worked up and once it is available our documents/templates can be
updated.

6.7 North East Grains (Cllr Coates)
The Chair is awaiting a date for the next meeting (probably in March) and will
circulate that once it is available (noting that Cllr Fahy is unavailable during the
last two weeks of March).

ACTION: CHAIR

6.8 Public Rights of Way - path maintenance (Cllr J Mills)
None of the planned works have been carried out yet. In spring Cllr Mills plans to
walk the routes again to map out the works required.

6.9 Learning & Development - draft training requirements & records
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The Clerk presented a draft ‘learning record’ for consideration. The first section is
a list of required learning for all Councillors: this focuses on basic knowledge of
the role and an awareness of the key documents (such as standing orders and the
code of conduct). The second section is for any other training or learning that a
Councillor undertakes during the year. The Clerk will also record her training.

All of this can then be used for the annual review later in the year to identify any
further learning requirements, and ideally tie-in learning with Councillors
individual areas of interest. Councillors agreed to try out this format, and further
information will be circulated to members by the Clerk.

ACTION: CLERK

6.10 Annual Parish Meeting - discussion on public involvement, and preparation of
Chair’s update
Members discussed how best to involve members of the public and how to
ensure the invitation to attend went out widely to residents. They agreed to keep
the meeting very general, maybe with a strap line of “We’re here to listen” and to
put the invitation in the appropriate Longhirst Leader issue.

ACTION: CLLR J QUINN
7 BUDGET

7.1 Bank Statements 22/23 and Budget Monitoring 22/23
The bank statements were available for review in the meeting and are on the
website; the budget monitoring is on track with no issues.

7.2 Review of Parish Council Plan
A review was not required at this time, but will be considered at the meeting in
May.

7.3 Advance payments authorisation for 2023/24, inc new budget monitoring
The Clerk presented a list of all payments due next year, and highlighted those
where she was requesting delegated authority to make those without recourse to
the Council. These are for regular items such as salary, insurance, website fees,
etc. The list also specifies the items where the Council must make the approval,
such as donations. The delegated authority requested was agreed.

The Clerk also presented a new budget monitoring template that will give more
details of actual spend against profile on a monthly basis, the ability to monitor
cashflow, as well as the usual bank reconciliation. This will be used from 01 April
onwards.

8 CONSULTATIONS

8.1 Devolution Deal consultation - closes 23 Mar 23
Councillors were reminded that there will be an online briefing available via NALC
and were encouraged to fill in the online consultation form.

9 REPORTS from Councillors (for any items not covered above)
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

9.1 Land near School Court, Pegswood
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There had been a rumour that the field adjacent to the School Court housing
estate in Pegswood was to be sold, but this is not the case (the land is in the
green belt).

9.2 Fairmoor roundabout
Cllr G Fahy reported that there appears to be a new access road being installed
on the Morpeth Northern Bypass at the Collingwood Common roundabout ,
possibly linking to the new housing estate.

10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)

10.1 EV Charging points
The car park at the Village Hall was the original option, but after further
consideration the Church car park was felt to be more accessible and the Church
has agreed. Mike Elphick has therefore completed the relevant paperwork and
submitted an application to the County Council for that location to be assessed.

10.2 Voter ID reminder
Councillors decided to send a reminder nearer the time of future elections.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:

Thursday, 04 MAY 2023 at Longhirst Village Hall

a. 7pm - 7.30pm - Annual Parish Meeting (public)
b. 7.30pm - 8.30pm - Annual Parish Council Meeting
c. 8.30pm - 9.30pm - Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting

The timings for these meetings are a guide only. The first meeting will
commence at 7pm with the others following on immediately after; depending on
how long each one takes these other start times may therefore vary. If further
time is required for the public meeting then that will be accommodated.

CLOSE OF MEETING AT 9PM
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