[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		5th April 2023
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT).
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, three members of the public,	Clerk.				
				.
The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 
1) Apologies for Absence – Diane Lakey (DL)					
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below. 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk131415963]Longframlington Parish Council Website - Quarterly report
b) National Alert system – Test
c) [bookmark: _Hlk131685407]Welcome Leaflet (see 8d)
3) [bookmark: _Hlk131414156]Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- None
6) County Councillors Report – Deferred until the arrival of Cllr Thorne
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN, Seconded NT, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. An on-site meeting with David Laux (DLx), Head of Technical Services, Neil Snowdon and Highways team had taken place, to which GF and TT had attended.  All outstanding issues including the problems of the chicane at the junction of High Town/Rothbury Road were discussed. GF reiterated to DLx that the PC were willing to contribute to the cost of any agreed amendments to the scheme. DLx agreed to submit their response by 17th April. This will be sent to members on receipt.						     Action: GF
b) [bookmark: _Hlk131684918]Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. Deferred until the arrival of Cllr Thorne
c) Archiving of LPC records. The submission of electronic records had been trialled. Unfortunately, the Cryptshare system did not allow for the submission of folders (collection of files). This would increase the time to do this work considerably. Archives had been asked for an alternative submission method whereby all folders were downloaded onto a memory stick. As this work was likely to take some considerable time, it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda for the time being.
d) Parish Webpage - Review website to ascertain content improvements. Members felt that the webpage should be more informative and interesting. Currently the History and Community sections held no information at all. The Clerk had limited time to manage the site which had been mainly used to publish Parish documents such as agendas, minutes, policy documents etc. It was agreed to ask NALC for a second editor’s password to enable others to add content. It was agreed to add the following:
•	The Parish Council leaflet produced by GA for the Village Activities event in 2022. 
•	The Welcome Booklet for new people to the Village (2019). This would require an update.
•	A history of the Village. The History Society to be asked if they would like to contribute.	    Action: Clerk/GA/GF
e) Village Inspection – The following issues had been identified and were to be reported to NCC: 
i) [bookmark: _Hlk131686512]Potholes Cairn Park / South End of the Village Green /Two potholes on A697 near Weldon Bridge	
ii) Water leak on A697 below Rothbury Surgery
iii) Road condition at lower end of Church Street.
iv) Condition of footpaths throughout the village						 Action: Clerk
f) West Road Garage Development – GF had spoken to the site manager about our concerns about recent health and safety violations and the general state of the site. He had received a favourable response and the condition of the site was much improved. The PC seat outside the site has been temporarily moved whilst construction of new entrances take place. Contractor has agreed to place the bench in a new position in consultation with the PC when work is complete.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts since the last meeting Approved.
	06/03/2023
	Barclays Bank
	A/c 30586455 Interest 6 Dec 22 - 5 Mar 23
	7.58



b) Approval of clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting Approved
	07/03/2023
	TDP
	Dale Bench in memory Yvonne Scanlon
	444.49

	16/03/2023
	G P Rhodes (reimburse)
	Medisol/ CPU SP1 Defib pads x2
	152.38

	29/03/2023
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	383.18

	29/03/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	94.60

	31/03/2023
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance (Mar)
	141.00

	23/03/2023
	Anglian Water
	Cemetery water rates
	12.27

	
	
	Total
	1227.92



c) Requests for donations.
i) HospiceCare (North Northumberland Hospice). A grant of £200 was approved (proposed NT, seconded GA, All in Favour).										Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st March 2023. Approved.
	
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 31st March 2023
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	
	

	as of 24th March 2023
	
	Community account
	
	
	56801.90

	
	
	Business Saver
	
	
	6118.24

	
	
	
	
	
	62920.14

	Less unpresented payments
	
	29/03/2023
	G Rhodes
	383.18
	

	
	
	29/03/2023
	HMRC
	94.60
	

	
	
	31/03/2023
	Gavin Christie
	141.00
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	618.78

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	
	62301.36

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	
	62301.36



e) Arrangements for Internal Audit and Annual Governance and Accountability Return. All documentation for the AGAR from Mazars, the external auditor had been received. The internal audit submission date had been agreed. AGAR documentation for PC approval would be submitted at the May PC meeting.				 Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management. No issues
b) Maintenance. Planned maintenance by contractor was ongoing.
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  No issues to report.
b) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. To be completed during the Easter holiday. 	     Action: GA
c) Drainage Solution around outdoor multigym. It was agreed to defer the decision on how to address this matter until the June PC meeting.										Action: Clerk
d) Yvonne Scanlon Seat. Had been installed.
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00624/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	No objection

	23/00625/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	No objection

	22/04155/FUL
	Bluebell Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04742/VARYCO
	Plot 4 Land West Of Meadow Lodge. Variation of condition 1 on approved 21/01610/VARYCO 
	Permitted

	See previous minutes for details.


	22/04755/FUL
	1 The Paddock Longframlington. Extension to existing dwelling with change of use of part agricultural land to domestic use
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	23/00266/LBC
	Land Northwest of The Dairy Low Town Farm Listed Building Consent 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00355/VARYCO
	Land East of Granby Inn Front Street Longframlington Northumberland
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00960/FUL
	Shirlaw House Church Street. Two-storey rear extension and alterations
	Application
Registered
	No Objection


	
b) 22/04742/VARYCO	Plot 4 Land West of Meadow Lodge. The developer had contravened planning consent by extending the boundary wall further than the boundary agreed in the planning application. This to be reported to NCC Planning. 												Action: Clerk
13) Cemetery issues:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk131418401]Burials/Ashes internments. Bob Coxon buried 22 March 2023 - Burial Plot 260. (Paid in Full – exclusive right of burial), Brenda Wood, to be buried 13 April 2023 - Burial Plot 277. (Paid in Full – exclusive right of burial).
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance:
i) Additional flower holders. Deferred due to DW absence.
ii) Paving and drainage on path. Repairs to path were awaiting improvement in weather. Channel diversions had successfully diverted run-off water away from the path.
d) Cemetery Extension. Confirmation of the land transfer was still awaited from Land Registry.
14) Action Plan – April 2023: 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk131684198]Sports Courts and Playground – Inspect in preparation for RoSPA inspection.			               Action: GA/GN
b) Playground –bark chippings, order more if required.					               Action: GA/GN
c) Review Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery. Risk Assessment documentation posted on Webpage. Members to review for next meeting.								     Action: All
d) FramNews -MAY edition. NT agreed to write this. Items to be included:
i) Alexander John Munro Allotment Plaque
ii) Cllr Vacancy
iii) King’s Coronation Event.									     Action: NT
Main Issues.
15) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060]Issues reported to Highways:
a) Lighting bollard on traffic island on A697 at south entrance to village.  Reported as an emergency. Emergency repairs undertaken but lighting bollard not functioning. 
b) Kerbstones on Rothbury Rd between A697 junction and St Mary’s Church.  One kerbstone had been repaired. The other was awaiting Highways attention. This had been unable to be repaired due to a car being parked on the spot. Bollards had been placed at the spot to deter parking, but these had kept being moved.
c) Potholes on A697 adjacent North End Cemetery. Reported to Clerk by member of the public who had reported to NCC. Whilst large they were not deep and unlikely to receive immediate attention.
[bookmark: _Hlk131685385]Cllr Thorne arrived at 7.40 p.m.
16) School Community Project. GN reported that there had been a series of email exchanges between NCC, Cllr Thorne and NCC Education, but the promised response of the Swarland School Briefing Note and report on the suitability of the Hall Field site for a new school was still awaited. TT agreed to speak to the Leader of the Council about this matter.		      Action: TT A further meeting of the Committee will take place once these documents had been received.		    Action: GN
17) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee 
a) TPO Updates. No response from NCC. Clerk to follow up.						 Action: Clerk
b) Update from DL - The Woodland Trust had confirmed the coppice pack of 30 trees, which would arrive in November. Ian Lakey had yet to kill-off the grass, rake and rotavate it, prior to planting. The land had been too wet or frozen to do this.
18) King’s Coronation Event. The Party in the Park will take place on Monday 8th May at 2.00 p.m. and include bouncy castle/mega slide (which could be used by older children and adults), children’s games and races. As last year, people were invited to bring their own food, blankets, chairs etc. Also, to take place over the weekend, a craft event for children and two football matches: one for u 13s and a children vs parents. GA has pulled together a team of volunteers to run the events. The Memorial Hall to be asked to be open for access to the toilets during the party. A grant of £480 had been awarded from the NCC Community Chest. The hire of the bouncy castle, 20ft mega slide and two generators at a cost of £469 had been agreed by delegated powers (GF/GA/Clerk). The members also agreed a further £150 for the purchase of additional materials e.g., craft supplies, coronation stickers etc (proposed NT, seconded GN, All in Favour). Members thanked GA for successfully gaining the grant and for all her hard work.										     Action: GA
19) Request from St Mary’s Church re Easter Cross.  Approval had been approved by delegated powers (GF/GN/Clerk) for the service and erection of Cross on Good Friday.
20) Any Urgent Business 
a) Longframlington Parish Council Website – Quarterly report

[image: ]
b) National Alert system – Test. There was to be a National Alert system test on 23 April. NCC CCT asked the PC to let people know so that there was not a panic, particularly among older people. All mobile phones would receive the alert which was a siren sound for about 10 seconds. No action by members of the public was required. Agreed to place the announcement on the PC Facebook page.							Action: GA
c) Welcome Leaflet.   See item 8d
Item 6)	County Councillors Report deferred from earlier in the meeting.
· The meeting with David Laux had had proved useful (see item 8a).
· Tantallon had cleared up the rubbish in Embleton Hall Woods. They had agreed that the dog bin that had been removed would be replaced once work was complete in that area.
· The slow response from NCC Education regarding the reports concerning Swarland School and the new school site were frustrating.
· The proposed low-cost housing development in Felton was to be put on hold for 18mths to determine the success of other such developments elsewhere in the County.
· The planned road surfacing on the Old Swarland Road from Swarland Fence Farm towards the village was to take place. TT has requested that Highways attend to the potholes at the bottom of Church Street.
· TT was organising the Village Spring Clean on at 10.00 a.m. on Friday 14th April 2023. All Welcome.
Item 9b)	Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions deferred from earlier in the meeting.
GF informed members of the result of the NCC consultation on parking restrictions. 26% against and 74% for.  Of 26% against there were some major concerns expressed, particularly from local businesses. Cllr Thorne had had also expressed dissatisfaction with the proposals. On this basis, NCC Highways felt that they could not go with the majority decision and had proposed a revised scheme, which the Chair outlined. This new scheme removed the double yellow lines proposed for outside Carr’s Corner and introduced marked car parking bays outside the shop. Members agreed to hear the written comments from the consultation, at which point, as this information was confidential, members of the public were asked to leave the meeting. 
Members of the public left at 8.18 p.m.
A closed session then took place where the Chair informed members of the written responses which had been received from Highways along with their further revised version of their parking restriction proposals. The members discussed these matters at length. It was agreed that TT would speak with local businesses affected by the proposals before further action being taken. He would bring back to the next meeting the outcomes of these discussions when the matter would be discussed again. GF to inform Highways of this decision.					                 	                 Action: TT/GF
Cllr Thorne left at 8.50 p.m.
Members were reminded of the confidential nature of the discussion. 
21) Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 10th May immediately after the Longframlington Annual Village Meeting (7.00 p.m.) & Annual General Meeting of the Longframlington Parish Council in the Memorial Hall, Longframlington
The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.


Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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