THE PARISH COUNCIL OF WHITTON AND TOSSON

THE PARISH COUNCIL OF WHITTON AND TOSSON
[bookmark: _Hlk50905324]Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7.00 p.m. Tuesday 30th March 2023
Parish Rooms, Rothbury

Present: 		Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair), Peter Henry (PH) Fran Tait (FT), Alan Tait (AT), 
In attendance: 	Alex MacLennan, Recreation, Public Affairs Manager Northumberland,  Clerk: Garth Rhodes.

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.

1. Apologies for absence. None.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on the Thursday 12th January 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (proposed AT, seconded (FT), All in Favour).
3. [bookmark: _Hlk131171727]Simonside & Forestry England In attendance Alex MacLennan, Recreation, Public Affairs Manager Northumberland, Forestry England. There were a number of issues discussed:
Litter and Dog Poo at Simonside. This would obviously remain a challenge and whilst there appeared to be no definitive answer, the various collective efforts along with some new creative thinking, such as the on-site catering van, would hopefully have an impact. Members showed an interest in the idea of a trial catering van and would welcome further discussion on this when the time was right. FE had set up an initiative with Northumbria Police; and AM was informed that the PC had also also consulted locally with them, who had agreed to patrol the Simonside Car Park whenever they could and would be doing so again at the weekend. The PC understood the reasoning behind not having waste bins on site. It was unfortunate that there were a minority of irresponsible people that made solutions to the issue so difficult.
Other Initiatives. Other potential FE developments included trialling overnight camping for camper vans, special events such as mountain bike competitions and the sensitive re-routing of footpaths and tracks. The Council would be kept in touch and again be keen to join in discussions on these matters in due course.
Damage to Boundary Fences. Two local farmer landowners had raised concerns regarding FE fences, bordering their land, which had been damaged due to fallen trees from within the Forestry estate, resulting in issues for the containment of stock. AM asked the PC to write to him about this issue and that he would then report this to the land agent. 
Entrance to Simonside Car Park. There were a number of large potholes at the entrance which needed urgent attention. It would appear these were caused by vehicles entering and turning at speed into the car park causing the gravel to be thrown from under the tyres and thus creating the potholes. These then deteriorated rapidly as more vehicles passed over. The solution to this would be to tarmac the entrance to the car park. AM asked that the PC report this to him in writing.
The Council were very much appreciative of the excellent work the FE and its staff undertook for our environment, and with such limited resources and looked forward to working with them in the future.			   Action: Clerk
4. Matters arising from the minutes including:
i) [bookmark: _Hlk131171923]Thropton Spar Garage Lighting  Following Rob Murfin’s response to our email 7th February where he said he would discuss our further comments with his team, the Clerk had written to him again for an update and was awaiting his reply. It was agreed to remove this item from the Agenda.
ii) Archiving of Parish Council Records. This work was ongoing and would take several months. It was agreed to remove this item from the Agenda.
iii) Tree Planting Projects Alan Winlow and his group of volunteers were engaged in :
a. Tree planting on Whitton Bank. They would also undertake ongoing maintenance of the trees
b. Tree planting and litter collection on Garleigh Bank. 
iv) Recognition of Good Works  It was agreed to move forward with the idea of awarding two members of the community, the Freedom of the Parish. A formal meeting would take place between the Annual Parish Meeting and the next Parish Council meeting on 18th May. The meeting would be open to the public and a notice and agenda of this meeting would be published. FT agreed to investigate a venue and refreshments and the Clerk, the production of Certificates.			               								               Action: FT/Clerk
5. Highways and Footways Report  
Highways Inspection:
· Of the 20 potholes notified to Highways Dept. (by the lime kiln, and between the Simonside Car Park and the cattle grid on the way to Lordenshaw) none have been fixed yet, but I have been assured they are on the list.  However, those reported in Whitton village have been repaired, along with the deep pothole near Tom’s Lonnen (west of Newtown farms). 
· The large potholes in the Simonside Car Park entrance are the responsibility of Forest England. Alex MacLennan attended this meeting and asked the Clerk to submit a request in writing.			       	   Action: Clerk
· Although there are many smaller potholes in Carterside Road (between Whitton Bank and the sub-station) they are not deep enough to be actioned by the council, but they will be monitored.
Footpaths:
· No issues to report.
Verges:
· Potholes in the passing places along Carterside Road need to be addressed (2 at the bottom of the Glebe Farm lane and 1 in the passing place east of the sub-station).						        Action: AT
· The wall near the bridge over the Routing Burn shows signs of the foundation moving and will eventually collapse.  I discussed this with Mitch Young but he thought the responsibility lay with the landowner (Robert Turnbull), but Alan Winlow and my fellow councillors lay the blame with the increase in heavy lorries along Carterside Road. They were servicing works  at Little Tosson and the creation of bore holes by the Water Authority at the Tosson Pumping Station. AT to write to Graham Bucknall at Highways to ask for an engineering inspection of the wall.		        Action: AT
Seats & Road Signs:
· As a precursor to requesting “Bends” road signs in Tosson and Newtown the speed check equipment has been installed across the road between The Stack Yard and Millers Barn.  We will receive the collated results to back up our request for signage. 
Drains:
· AT with Mitch Young to check the gullies, grips, and ditches along Carterside Road, Tosson Bank, Lime Kiln Bank and the U4061 lane to Weavers Cottage.  He agreed to get them all cleared, and the pipes to be jet washed.  Regarding the gully at the top of the U4061 lane, he only advised to keep the Tosson Bank grips clear. 
· Other grips and gullies have been checked and are working OK.
· NCC have cleared the drains of silt along the lane to Weavers Cottage.
· Other gullies and grips are working OK.
6. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. None
ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved.

	13/01/2023
	Alan Tait (reimbursement)
	Materials to repair noticeboard
	25.82

	16/01/2023
	Rothbury DCC
	Room Rental 12/01/2023
	12.00

	27/03/2023
	G Rhodes
	Pay & Expenses (Jan- Mar))
	259.06

	27/03/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE (Jan - Mar)
	61.00

	
	
	Total
	357.88


iii) Requests for donations.  The Council had set aside £300 for grants in 2022/23. Only £100 had been granted to GNASS. A further £300 has been allocated for grant funding for 2023/24. The following requests had been received:
a. HospiceCare North Northumberland. The Council agreed a grant of £50.00			   Action: Clerk
b. Ryehill Community Ventures Request for £350 towards Defibrillator. Members did not approve this application as the amount exceeded the annual budget for grants for charitable and good works. An alternative source of funding was suggested, and this information was to be passed to the applicant.		   Action: Clerk
iv) Bank Reconciliation to 27th March 2022. Approved.
	Bank Reconciliation at 27th March 2023
	£

	Balance per bank statements at 28th February 2023
	
	

	
	Community account 
	1902.48
	

	
	Business Saver 
	2009.16
	3911.64

	Less unpresented payments
	27/03/2023
	G Rhodes
	259.06
	

	
	27/03/2023
	HMRC
	61.00
	320.06

	Uncredited Deposits
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Balance 
	
	
	
	3591.58

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	3591.58



v) Internal Audit and Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2022/23.  The AGAR information had been received from Mazars LLP our external auditors with a deadline of submission of documentation by 30th June. Arrangements for the Internal Audit had been made and completed documentation for approval would be submitted at the next meeting.            	   										   Action: Clerk
vi) NCC Group Parish Council Insurance Renewal 2023-2028.  Clerk had received the Zurich 5-year renewal form for the grouped parish insurance arranged through NCC which has to be submitted by 15th April. 		   Action: Clerk
7. Planning: To consider any planning applications :
	Reference
	Address
	Type/Status
	WTPC Comments

	22/04568/LBC
	The Rectory Whitton 
	Application/Permitted
	See previous minutes for comments

	22/04569/FUL
	The Rectory Whitton 
	Application/Permitted
	See previous minutes for comments

	21/04383/FUL
	Rams Wood The Pele Tower Whitton 
	Application /Withdrawn
	See previous minutes for comments

	23/00585/FUL
	Land South West Of Weavers Cottage Newtown
	Application /Registered
	No Objection*


* As two Council members were applicants for this applications, legal advice from NALC on the correct decision-making process had been sought. Cllrs Alan and Fran Tait declared an interest in the application and did not take part in the pre-decision 	discussion nor in the vote. The remaining two councillors discussed the matter and as there were no apparent material objections a ‘No Objection’ comment to the application was recorded.			   Action: Clerk
8. Rothbury JBC Report  The Duke of Northumberland’s Estate were investigating the diversion of the stream to create additional burial space. £18,500 expenditure for the purchase of a tractor had been supported and this was to be presented to Rothbury Parish Council for approval. 
9. Coquetdale Cluster  There had been no cluster meetings since the last PC meeting. The next meeting to take place on 4th April 2023. 
10. Request for Waste Bin between Dr Thomlinson Middle School and Whitton. A request for a dog waste bin to be installed between Thomlinson Middle School and Whitton had been made, but no evidence of demand had been presented. Members were therefore unable to approve this request.
11. Any Other Business
a. Litter Collection Garleigh Moor to Lordenshaw.  Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council were carrying out a litter pick on Sunday 2nd April at 10.00 a.m. to which Whitton & Tosson cllrs and residents were welcome to join.
b. Parish Notice Board. The back of the notice board had been painted in protective black paint which had proved effective, and it was agreed to paint the remaining sections in the same manner.		        Action: AT
12. [bookmark: _Hlk64373777]Date of Meetings:
· Annual Parish Council Meeting Thursday 18th May 2023 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Room Rothbury
		followed directly by:
· A meeting to pass a motion to  grant the Freedom of the Parish to two members of the community.
	followed directly by:
· The next Parish Council Meeting

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com
Minutes WTPC 12th January 2023	1	Signature ______________________Date ___________
Minutes WTPC 30th March 2023	1	Signature ______________________Date ___________

