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MINUTES
Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 06 JULY 2023
Longhirst Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Jon Mills, Cllr Janet Quinn, Cllr
Richard Tordoff

APOLOGIES: Cllr Chris Marr

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), 2x residents (left after item Ai)

A

i)

PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

Deer Warning Signs
Two residents were in attendance to follow up on their request for warning signs
to be put up at certain points along the route between Longhirst and Ulgham,
specifically to warn drivers of deer crossing the road. These residents have
witnessed two does killed recently and they find it very distressing.

The Chair asked how many deer on average are killed each year on that stretch of
road and the residents estimated two to three, plus other large mammals such as
badgers. The residents acknowledged that there are some people who will take
no notice of the warning signs but felt that these can be an effective reminder to
many and is worth trying.

The residents suggested that they could put up their own ‘wildlife warning’ signs,
on their property or on nearby trees. Councillors agreed that this was a good
alternative but reminded them not to put the signs on the public highway.

B Update from Northumbria Police
There was no update from the Police but the Clerk had been asked to supply dates
of forthcoming Parish Council meetings. It is possible that a written report may be
provided in future.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Cllr Towns was not in attendance tonight.

D

i)

ii)

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

Longhirst Colliery - Julie Murray (change of rep)
Bill Dryden has stood down as the representative from Longhirst Colliery and Julie
Murray is now the nominated person and we may see her at a future meeting.

Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
There were no issues raised.
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iii) Micklewood - Cllr J Mills
Cllr J Mills passed on a request from one of the new owners on Diary Lane to ask
who actually owns the lane. The Chair understood that this is a complicated
matter with the County Council being responsible for highway maintenance up to
the bridge, but the section beyond that may be owned by more than one person.
The Chair suggested that Cllr Mills contact Chris Lediard.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors were also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date.

Both Cllrs J Mills and J Quinn are now Directors of Micklewood Park Residents’
Management Company Ltd. Both confirmed that they have updated their forms
and sent these direct to Northumberland County Council.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 04 MAY 2023:
3.1 Annual Public Parish meeting
3.2 Annual Parish Council meeting
3.3 Bi-monthly Parish Council meeting

All three sets of minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting and
were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Meeting with Woodland Trust ref Paddock Wood
The original email received from the central administration team at the Woodland
Trust suggested that it would be possible for the Parish Council to be involved in
the management of the wood. The Clerk has since been able to make contact by
telephone asking to discuss this option further. It is difficult to make contact with
the Trust but she is hoping to arrange a meeting (either in-person or online) but is
so far still awaiting a reply. In the meantime she will re-circulate that initial
response.

Councillors agreed that if a meeting can be arranged then the following people
should be invited: the Chair (Cllr P Coates), the Vice Chair (Cllr C Marr) and Mike
Elphick from the Wildlife and Community Trust and involved with raising the initial
funds.

ACTION: CLERK
4.2 Confirmation audit exemption certificate submitted

The Clerk confirmed that the exemption certificate and associated paperwork had
been submitted to the national auditors. The exercise of public rights period ends
on 14 July 2023, no queries have been raised to date.

4.3 Land Registry documentation for Football Field (in progress)
The Chair had located a copy of the original deeds at Woodhorn Museum
confirming the Parish Council’s ownership of the field and this has been passed to
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solicitors, Muckles LLP. An additional form from the Land Registry had to be
signed (K11). As far as the Clerk is aware all of this information is now with the
Land Registry and we are awaiting that being processed.

4.4 Lychgate repairs update
The Chair confirmed that the contractor (Brendon Teasdale of Amble) has started
on site but that there is little visible progress at this point. Councillors were
disappointed that the work had taken so long to get started but are very pleased
that it is now underway.

5 PLANNING
5.1 Butterwell Disposal Point - 22/02869/FUL - granted

Planning permission was granted by the Strategic Planning Committee on 06
June. Cllr D Towns (NCC) spoke on behalf of the Parish Council at that meeting.
However, the committee felt that none of the proposed conditions suggested by
either Parish Council were required (or even possible in law). However members
did restrict the site’s operating hours. The Clerk will circulate details of the
approval for information.

ACTION: CLERK
5.2 Station Cottages, change of land use - 22/03679/FUL

This particular application for that site has been refused.

5.3 Dairy Lane, Longhirst Hall wall remediations - 18/01028/LBC
This work appears to be completed though the hardcore road surface on the Hall
side is still in situ and the shrubs have not been reinstated.

5.4 Stobswood Haul Road 20/00465/PREAPP & 22/02162/CCM - decision awaited
A decision is still awaited, though a decision in favour is expected.

6 BUSINESS
6.1 Cost of living crisis support

There were no items raised.

6.2 Casual Vacancy for a Councillor - draft advert
Councillors agreed to set a closing date of 24 August 2023, with a view to holding
any interviews or discussions at the Parish Council meeting in September.
Adverts are to be placed in the notice boards, on the council’s website, and the
Chair will arrange for an article to go in the Longhirst Leader.

ACTION: CLLRS J QUINN, G FAHY & P COATES / CLERK

6.3 Local Transport Plan 24/25 - request for top 3 priorities (previous requests)
After some discussion Councillors agreed to submit the following requests:

Priority 1 - (reiterate the same request as last year) A request for resurfacing of
the remainder of the C125 road and footways from North East Grains, past
Longhirst Colliery, and along to the T-Junction of Ashington Road.

Priority 2 - Raising the height of Ashington Road along a short section to prevent
flooding as per previous conversations with the Castle Morpeth Area Highways
Manager.

The Chair also asked if we have a copy of the current year’s LTP - the Clerk will
look for a copy and circulate it.
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ACTION: CLERK
6.4 Damaged Jubilee Tree update

Despite some earlier minor damage the tree is still alive and doing well. The Chair
noted that in future it should be called the Elphick Tree. Cllr R Tordoff will shortly
replace the temporary protective fencing with something more substantial, and
put up the memorial plaque.

ACTION: CLLR R TORDOFF

6.5 Ashington Road Flooding issues for discussion (Cllr P Coates)
The Parish Council is looking for two parallel solutions to prevent or lessen the
road flooding issues:

That the ditches along the eastern side of the road are cleared at a minimum in
October each year to allow excess water to soak away. The ditches are the
responsibility of Advance Northumberland but despite repeated requests and a
site visit by senior staff, this maintenance work is still not being done.

That the road height is raised a few inches along a short stretch to lessen the
depth of any standing water and prevent cars from becoming stuck. This is the
responsibility of Northumberland County Council. Whilst NCC acknowledges that
this is a feasible solution, we have not seen any steps to action this.

Councillors are concerned at the lack of progress on this matter so they agreed to
request that this item is discussed at an upcoming Castle Morpeth Local Area
Council meeting to try and resolve the lack of progress. The Chair and the Clerk
are to liaise over a suitable date, and the Chair will consult with Cllr D Towns
(NCC) before proceeding.

ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK

6.6 Potland Park issues - bridleway access and fly tipping (Cllr G Fahy)
The County Council has fitted some ‘poachers blocks’ to one entrance to deter fly
tipping. However these blocks have not been fitted at the other entrance. Also,
the fields are being cut when they should be left as meadow as per the plans for
the park, whilst the bridleway remains overgrown.

Cllr Fahy is chasing up both of these issues with the Countryside Officer and the
Environmental Health Officer at NCC. He will report back at the next meeting,
along with a possible request for funding for these blocks should that be a viable
option.

ACTION: CLLR G FAHY
6.7 Public rights of way repairs (Cllr J Mills)

NCC has not actioned any of the repairs on the public rights of way around the
parish, despite these having been listed and reported a couple of years ago. The
problem appears to be lack of funds. The main items are missing signs, damaged
stiles and repairs to the bridge. The Chair will put an article in the upcoming
Longhirst Leader to ask for volunteers generally, and Cllr Mills offered to take the
lead on any group interested in the public rights of ways. The Clerk is also to
contact the Countryside Officer to find out if the Parish Council is allowed to carry
out any repairs.

ACTION: CLLRS P COATES / J MILLS / CLERK

6.8 Warning Signs for Deer on Ulgham Lane - feedback from NCC
The Clerk had contacted Northumberland County Council about this and was
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informed that NCC was reluctant to put up formal signs as these are largely
ineffective and potentially an encouragement for poachers. If we can provide
data evidencing the number of deer crossing there then this decision might be
reviewed. Councillors felt the option of the residents putting up their own signs
was sufficient at this time.

6.9 NALC training courses available
The Chair reminded Councillors to review the available courses as they become
available. The Parish Council will pay for the training costs.

6.10 North East Grains meeting feedback (Cllr P Coates)
Unfortunately the meeting had to be cancelled at the last moment as the NEG
Managing Director was ill and has yet to be re-arranged.

7 BUDGET
7.1 Budget Monitoring 23/24 and Bank Statements 23/24

The Clerk presented a new version of the budget monitoring, giving a breakdown
by month and a cashflow forecast. There were no queries raised.

7.2 Confirmation of insurance renewal - BHIB at £545 (yr 3 of 3)
The Clerk confirmed that the insurance policy has been renewed, in line with the
three-year agreement.

7.3 Gift for Auditor
Councillors agreed to purchase a gift voucher for the internal auditor at a value of
£40.

ACTION: CLERK
7.4 Donation request from Citizens Advice Bureau

A request has been received for a donation towards general funds, but
Councillors did not feel it met the priority criteria and refused this request.

8 CONSULTATIONS
There are no items to raise at this time

9 FUTURE agenda items / reports from Councillors (for items not covered above) /
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

9.1 Domino’s Field
The Chair reported that there is no progress yet on establishing what will happen
to this land now that the planning permission has been refused. The matter will
be raised at a future meeting once further information is available. He also asked
members to note that the field perhaps should be re-named ‘War Horse Field’
and pointed members to the exhibition in the Village Hall library explaining the
history of the field.

9.2 FixMyStreet
Cllr Fahy reported that he has used this numerous times recently to report
incidents of fly tipping but was disappointed that these were not actioned.

10 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:
7pm on Thursday, 07 SEPTEMBER 2023 at Longhirst Village Hall

Close of meeting at 8.40pm
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