Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
3rd July 2023
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.00
	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr C Banks
	Cllr J Hunter

Cllr M Hodgson
	Clerk – Susan Saunders

1 Member of the public

	
	124/23
	Apologies for absence, Cllr G Ridley, Cllr M Forrest, Cllr J Elliott, Cllr J Clark, Cllr I Hutchinson.

	
	125/23
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	126/23
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	127/23
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:  
5th June 2023    
The minutes were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                              AGREED                                                                   

	
	128/23
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda - No matters.

	AS

CB
	129/23


	Grounds –Report with resolutions arising

129/23.01 Grounds report 26th June 2023   

1. Orchard Gardens – Members met with Libby Scott to discuss some ideas. It was thought that creating an area with fruit trees, shrubs a seating area and a wild meadow area might work. The fence to the adjoining garden needs to be repaired so the clerk will organise that.

Proposal – to draw up a specification plan and bring back to the next meeting for council approval.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                              AGREED                                                                   
2. Rospa Play Inspections report. – There were only minor, low risk issues raised this year which the clerk is addressing under the delegated authority for play inspection repairs. 

However, the wetpour still causes comment in the places that were not replaced.

Proposal – to obtain quotes for the remaining wetpour areas (3 in total) for replacement in one colour and bring back to council for consideration.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                              AGREED                                                                   
3. LTP – Suggestions and 3 to choose:

a) 20mph on Comb Hill

b) Drainage and flooding on Aesica/Main street corner – this may be resolved imminently and so another priority will be chosen.
c) Eden’s Lawn public footpath – urgent repairs and bushes cut back.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                              AGREED                                                                   
4. Seat re-painting – Clerk to contact local joiners.

5. Village Green Draft Minutes and actions – Cllr M Ridley spoke with footballers and they are happy to leave the area behind the east end to go wild up to about 3 m from the pitch.
6. Blenkinsopp Forest Management – The following comment was submitted:
Cllr’s A Sharp and C Banks declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.

‘The council would not want this land forested as it would materially impact on the views across the valley from both roads and the public rights of way that cross the land. If applied for, the council would want a full environmental impact assessment completed as the main benefit of woodland is the margins between woodland to the open land. Given the area  to the north is an area of curlew preservation, maintaining open land is of importance. If this area of land was forested, then there would be a large contiguous area running north/ south and east/west. If this is forested, and given the level of public money involved, the council would ask for full public access across the whole area for all time.’

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                             AGREED                                                                   7. Flagpole – the pole is very high and so it is suggested this is not a viable option. - Agreed
8. Toilet Refurbishment and locking. The refurbishment is still in the pipeline but it will be a number of weeks before the tendering process will commence. The toilets are being locked at 5.30 as there is still a considerable amount of vandalism occurring. 
Proposal -to ask that the toilets are kept open longer.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                AGREED                                                                   
9. Road at back of Chemist the road has been blocked by parked cars and NCC have replied to say it is adopted. The clerk will contact again to ask if a letter drop has been undertaken, to include the businesses along the street.
10. It has been reported that there is a tree by the seat on the piece of ground near the hospital car park that is leaning. Council have been asked to report this for an assessment.
Proposal – to contact NCC and ask tree surgeon to assess for safety. 

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                AGREED
11. West End Grass Cutting Contract

Proposal – Clerk to ask Northumberland County Council if they could cut the grass that the cemetery is currently contracted to cut, on a fortnightly basis.

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                                AGREED   
129/23.02 Local Transport Plan Priorities – agreed above.
129/23.03 Public Seating and Bus Shelters– the bus shelter on the metal bridge was leaking so the clerk used delegated powers to instruct a contractor to repair it which has now been completed. The cost is on the payment list for approval.
129/23.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities - Cllr Hutchinson is to be asked how he is progressing with lighting in the Memorial Garden.
The community service team are coming every fortnight now and continuing to edge the paths in Comb Hill play area and undertake weeding along the main street in Haltwhistle.



	
	130/23
	Northumberland County Council (NCC) 

Cllr Hutchinson sent to following report:
1. The Toilets. NCC have traced the source of the electricity for the toilets to the library. They have been given a cost of £25k to move the meter to the toilet block. This is not viable and makes the suggestion of passing the asset to the town council unviable too. The work to improve them should begin in the autumn with Haltwhistle at the top of the list.

2. The speed bump proposal at the school is not viable and other options are being investigated. There are no signs for the school which is now being addressed. Flashing 20mph signs will be placed imminently.
3. 20mph Comb Hill – the speed survey is underway.

	
	131/23
	Police in Haltwhistle 

No report has been received and members would like to organise the next meeting. It was agreed to invoice Inspector Benson to an informal meeting ahead of the council meeting on 4th September.

	
	132/23
	Appointments to Other Bodies – deferred.

	
	133/23
	Neighbourhood Plan

A meeting has been held with NCC and interested groups from the town. It was reported that the grants have not been finalised for this year to date but, the council could start the application process. It was agreed at the meeting for each group to look at maps of Haltwhistle and come up with their own suggestions and bring this back to another meeting. Members agreed to look at this at the next grounds meeting and to begin the grant application process.

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                AGREED

	
	134/23
	Planning Applications.
Blenkinsopp Estate Forest Plan Consultation – approved in 129/23.6               
23/018661/LBC – replace UPVC windows with hardwood timber frames and double glazed units – The Black Bull – members agreed to support this as they would prefer timber windows to UPVC in this style of building.
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr C Banks                           AGREED 

	
	
	Other Planning Matters

23/01309 – Summer house in rear garden – 29 Woodhead Park – GRANTED

23/01491  - agricultural unit – Greenholes, Shield Hill - GRANTED

	
	135/23
	Granting of Honorary Freedom of the Town
There were not enough members to pass this so it will be deferred to the next meeting.

	AS
	136/23
	Grant Requests 

136/23.01 Haltwhistle Partnership – Older People’s services - £6000

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr C Banks                           AGREED
136/23.02 Young & Sweet - £4000

Cllr A Sharp declared an interest and left the room.
PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley              SECONDED Cllr C Banks                           AGREED
136/23.03 The Haltwhistle Herald - £500 now and will consider another £500 in 6 months.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley              SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                          AGREED
136/23.04 Escape Family Support  - members do not know much about this charity and so asked the clerk to invite a representative to a future meeting.

	
	137/23
	New Councillor Applications  - deferred to the end of the meeting.

	
	138/23
	Reports on Financial Matters     

[image: image1]
The payments of £36382.63 were approved and included the amounts agreed for grants.
PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley              SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                            AGREED
138/23.04 Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 26th June 2023 – Noted

	
	
	Other Financial Matters

As the clerk now works from home a £10 home allowance per meeting was agreed. 

	
	139/23
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
The clerk worked 10.5 hours for the committee in May.
The next meeting is at Featherstone Village Hall on 18th July 2023.

	
	140/23
	Correspondence received since last Council Meeting – noted.

	
	137/23
	New Councillor Applications  The member of the public left the meeting.

Two applications have been received and one of them attended the meeting and was interviewed by members. It was agreed to invite them both to the training session on Wednesday evening.

Members had a discussion and agreed to co-opt Ms Deborah Rogan-Mackie to the council. The clerk will meet with her for the declaration of acceptance and declaration of interests forms to be completed.

PROPOSED Cllr M Hodgson              SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                           AGREED

	
	141/23
	Dates and times of next meetings 
Councillor Training and Social Event– Wednesday 5th July 2023 – 6-10pm.

Grounds Meeting –Monday 31st July 2023 Room 2 

Town Council meeting Monday 7th August 2023 at 6.00pm 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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‘The council would not want this land forested as it would materially impact on the views across the valley from both roads and the public rights of way that cross the land. If applied for, the council would want a full environmental impact assessment completed as the main benefit of woodland is the margins between woodland to the open land. Given the area  to the north is an area of curlew preservation, maintaining open land is of importance. If this area of land was forested, then there would be a large contiguous area running north/ south and east/west. If this is forested, and given the level of public money involved, the council would ask for full public access across the whole area for all time.’

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                             AGREED                                                                   7. Flagpole – the pole is very high and so it is suggested this is not a viable option. - Agreed

8.
Toilet Refurbishment and locking. The refurbishment is still in the pipeline but it will be a number of weeks before the tendering process will commence. The toilets are being locked at 5.30 as there is still a considerable amount of vandalism occurring. 

Proposal -to ask that the toilets are kept open longer.

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                AGREED                                                                   

9.
Road at back of Chemist the road has been blocked by parked cars and NCC have replied to say it is adopted. The clerk will contact again to ask if a letter drop has been undertaken, to include the businesses along the street.

10.
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No report has been received and members would like to organise the next meeting. It was agreed to invoice Inspector Benson to an informal meeting ahead of the council meeting on 4th September.


132/23
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133/23
Neighbourhood Plan

A meeting has been held with NCC and interested groups from the town. It was reported that the grants have not been finalised for this year to date but, the council could start the application process. It was agreed at the meeting for each group to look at maps of Haltwhistle and come up with their own suggestions and bring this back to another meeting. Members agreed to look at this at the next grounds meeting and to begin the grant application process.

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                AGREED
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Other Planning Matters

23/01309 – Summer house in rear garden – 29 Woodhead Park – GRANTED

23/01491  - agricultural unit – Greenholes, Shield Hill - GRANTED


135/23
Granting of Honorary Freedom of the Town

There were not enough members to pass this so it will be deferred to the next meeting.

AS
136/23
Grant Requests 

136/23.01 Haltwhistle Partnership – Older People’s services - £6000

PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr C Banks                           AGREED

136/23.02 Young & Sweet - £4000

Cllr A Sharp declared an interest and left the room.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley              SECONDED Cllr C Banks                           AGREED

136/23.03 The Haltwhistle Herald - £500 now and will consider another £500 in 6 months.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley              SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                          AGREED

136/23.04 Escape Family Support  - members do not know much about this charity and so asked the clerk to invite a representative to a future meeting.


137/23
New Councillor Applications  - deferred to the end of the meeting.


138/23
Reports on Financial Matters     

The payments of £36382.63 were approved and included the amounts agreed for grants.

PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley              SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                            AGREED

138/23.04 Bank Reconciliation/Inc & Expenditure as at 26th June 2023 – Noted



Other Financial Matters

As the clerk now works from home a £10 home allowance per meeting was agreed. 


139/23
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 

The clerk worked 10.5 hours for the committee in May.

The next meeting is at Featherstone Village Hall on 18th July 2023.


140/23
Correspondence received since last Council Meeting – noted.


137/23
New Councillor Applications  The member of the public left the meeting.

Two applications have been received and one of them attended the meeting and was interviewed by members. It was agreed to invite them both to the training session on Wednesday evening.

Members had a discussion and agreed to co-opt Ms Deborah Rogan-Mackie to the council. The clerk will meet with her for the declaration of acceptance and declaration of interests forms to be completed.

PROPOSED Cllr M Hodgson              SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                           AGREED


141/23
Dates and times of next meetings 

Councillor Training and Social Event– Wednesday 5th July 2023 – 6-10pm.

Grounds Meeting –Monday 31st July 2023 Room 2 

Town Council meeting Monday 7th August 2023 at 6.00pm 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Signed Chair:                                                       Date:  7th August 2023                Page 2 of 3
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