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MINUTES

Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 02 NOVEMBER 2023
Longhirst Village Hall

Longhirst
Parish Council

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates (Chair), CliIr Bill Climson, ClIr Glen Fahy, CliIr Chris
Marr, Clir Janet Quinn, Clir Richard Tordoff, Cllr C Anderson (from
item 6.11)

APOLOGIES: ClIr D Towns (NCC), Julie Murray

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), 4 x residents

A | PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
At the invitation of the Chair, members of the public were invited to: (a) make representations; (b) ask
questions; (c) give evidence relating to the business to be transacted. For more detail see the Public

Participation at Meetings policy.

B | Update from Northumbria Police
There was no update from the Police.

C | NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Clir D Towns gave his apologies and passed on no update.

D | RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS (10 minutes)

i Longhirst Colliery - Julie Murray
J Murray has given her apologies.

i Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson

(This report was given after Item 6.5.) Longhirst Hall Management Company is in
the process of taking over the management of the public spaces at Longhirst Hall
from the developers, Dere Street. The initial issue will be to sort maintenance on
trees damaged during Storm Arwen.

iii Micklewood - Clir J Quinn
Cllr Quinn confirmed that she has stood down as a director of the Micklewood
Management Company, but two others remain in post.

E | Councillor Vacancy Co-option

One candidate has been delayed tonight. The opportunity for candidates to speak
in support of their application will be put back to item 6.11 to allow more time for
their arrival.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies are listed above.
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DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Parish Councillors are asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date. Clir G Fahy
declared an interest in item 8.1 Planning Application for Morpeth Caravan Park.

PREVIOUS MINUTES - 07 September 2023
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by
the Chair.

MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

Woodland Trust meeting
The Chair has contacted the Northern Area Officer and provided a range of dates for
a site meeting to discuss the Parish Council’s plans, but has not yet heard back.
Councillors discussed preparing and presenting a report to the Trust for consideration
as this may speed up the process - this option will be discussed at the next meeting.
Meanwhile the Chair will continue to pursue a meeting.

ACTION: CHAIR

Station Cottages - 23/02290/FUL - comments submitted
Comments have been submitted and a decision is awaited.

Ashington Road Flooding public guestion submitted to CMLAC 13 Nov 23

The report has been submitted under the public question element of the Castle
Morpeth Local Area Committee. The Chair will attend in person to ask the question
and receive any response.

ACTION: CHAIR

There are three upcoming items that involve a resident, Jenny Ames and the Chair
proposed bringing forward those items to give Ms Ames the option to leave the
meeting after these have been discussed:

6.8 - The Forge Inn, Ulgham
6.4 - Public Rights of Way
6.5 - Slow Ways

This was seconded by the Vice Chair and agreed unanimously.

BUDGET

Donation request from St John’s for churchyard maintenance at £660
St John’s Church has been in touch to request a donation towards the maintenance of
the churchyard. The figure requested is £660, the same as last year. Councillors
agreed to this donation at the amount stated.

ACTION: CLERK

Annual donation to Longhirst Wildlife and Community Trust at £100
In line with the previous agreement, Councillors confirmed the annual donation of
£100 to the Trust to support its administrative costs.

ACTION: CLERK
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Remembrance Service - proposal to fund coffee morning at £50
The Chair proposed a donation of £50 to the Parish Association to cover the cost of
room hire and refreshments for the upcoming Remembrance Day Service.
Councillors agreed to this amount.
ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK

Bank Statements & Budget Report

There were no comments on the bank statements. The budget report shows that
there is a significant underspend predicted. This is due to no progress on certain
asset maintenance activities, specifically contributions towards repairs on Butcher’s
Lane and Ashington Road, and any purchase of Domino’s Field. These were
discussed further under the next item.

Precept for 2024/25 - initial discussion

The Clerk called for ideas for activities and expenditure for next year. The Vice Chair
suggested that ‘access’ issues were a key priority for the Parish, specifically reducing
the impact of flooding on the roads and access to walking routes for residents.
Councillors discussed the following options:

e Additional gully cleaning (either via Northumberland County Council or a
private contractor)

e Drainage installed along the ditch adjacent to Ashington Road (in conjunction
with Advance Northumberland, and possibly requiring permission from NCC
Highways)

e Public Rights of Way maintenance (again, requiring permission from NCC)

e Improved footpaths in Paddock Wood (requiring the permission of the
Woodland Trust)

All of the above do present some difficulties, as they would all require the permission
and/or involvement of another party, create potential liability issues and could be
costly. There was some concern that it would set a precedent of the Parish Council
paying for work that should be done by other bodies.

However, Councillors were keen to investigate the options as a resolution to these
problems would improve life for many in the parish. Councillors and the Clerk are to
research costs for presentation at the next meeting.

The Clerk pointed out that the current predicted underspend will increase the amount
of money available to be carried forward in to next year, putting the Parish Council
over the reserves limit of twice its precept. If the Parish Council does not have
enough suitable activities for expenditure next year then it should reduce the precept
level accordingly.

ACTION: CHAIR / VICE CHAIR / CLERK

BUSINESS

General Power of Competence to be adopted - Certificate in Local Council
Administration completed by Clerk

This confers broad powers allowing the Parish Council to undertake any activity that
is lawful, without the need for a specific piece of empowering legislation. It can
undertake these activities outside of the parish, within reason. This council meets the
other qualifying criteria of having two-thirds of its members elected (as opposed to
being co-opted). This power will need to be re-affirmed at the first meeting after the
next election.
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The Chair proposed the following resolution: that the Parish Council adopts the
General Power of Competence (as set out in the Localism Act 2011, s1-6) and that it
meets the criteria for doing so. This was seconded by the Vice Chair and agreed
unanimously.

Potland Park - joint letter (draft) with Ashington Town Council for consideration
Councillors discussed whether to make it clearer that the letter refers to the existing
rights of way routes, not those proposed under the revised scheme. As the new
routes have not yet been created, the Clerk felt this might confuse or detract from the
overall point and suggested focusing on opening up rights of way generally at the
site. Councillors agreed to send a copy of this letter to Ashington Town Council for
their consideration with a view to submitting a joint letter.

ACTION: CLERK
Flooding on road between Longhirst Hall and the village
Clir J Quinn raised the issue that the road and pavement on the bend by the Church
now floods regularly and prevents residents of Micklewood from walking to the
village. The Chair is aware that the gullies at that location were cleared recently but
were blocked again the next day. The recent flooding has been reported to the
County Council via the ‘FixMyStreet’ portal and the Chair urged residents to keep
reporting these and similar issues - even if someone else has already done so.

FixMyStreet can be accessed online via the NCC website at
https://fix.northumberland.gov.uk/, or the main website at
https://www.fixmystreet.com/

Or via an app downloaded to a smart phone (both Apple and Android versions are
available).

Public Rights of Way maintenance - discussion on aims and way forward
This item was brought forward and taken after item 6.8.

The Parish Council has still not had any response to its request for maintenance on
the local PROWs. The Clerk also noted that the NCC Countryside Officer has moved
to a new job within the County Council and there is no replacement yet. Repairs are
therefore likely to be delayed even further.

Resident, Jenny Ames, helped to compile the current list of repairs and is happy to
continue to do this. Ms Ames will provide an annual list to the Parish Council, and it
can then take forward any issues with NCC.

Slow Ways national campaign to check local Public Rights of Way
This item was brought forward and taken after item 6.4.

This is a national campaign to compile online records on the condition of PROWSs
across the country. Itis open to any individual to highlight those routes that are in
good order, and those that require maintenance (or may be impassable). The
campaign does not have any ability to report to local authorities, nor to push for
repairs to be done, but it is a useful resource for walkers. Resident, Jenny Ames,
offered to upload our local data to this online portal.

Environment and Climate Fund from NCC - for information / discussion
The fund aims to help voluntary and community groups with environmental projects
(such as reducing waste, energy efficiency measures, sustainable transport, etc). The
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application deadline is 14 November 2023. Councillors were not aware of any current
projects that could apply but hope that the fund will be available in future years.

Zero Hour - support for Climate Change bill
Councillors declined to support this proposal.

Closure of the Forge Inn, Ulgham - discussion
This item was brought forward and taken after item 4.3.

The Forge Inn at Ulgham closed some years ago, but has since been listed as an ‘asset
of community value’. This status allows a short period of time for the local community
to raise funds to purchase the asset before it is sold on the open market. The Chair
invited resident, Jenny Ames, to speak about her involvement in a group that is
setting out to re-open the venue as a bar/cafe, shop and possibly a restaurant.

Ms Ames confirmed that she is Secretary of a Community Benefit Society that has
been formally established with the aim of raising the necessary funds. The group
hopes to sell shares to raise between £300 - 450k; this could then potentially be
matched by other public funds. Each share is worth £1; the minimum amount that
can be purchased is 100 and the maximum amount is 10,000. This share sale starts
on 13 November and ends on 31 December 2023, allowing the Society a couple of
months in the new year to raise match funding and submit a bid. If the bid is not
successful then shareholders will get their money back, minus any administration
costs (though these are expected to be minimal).

On the basis that the Forge Inn offers an opportunity to revive a business that would
offer a great benefit to the local community and one that is widely welcomed, the
Chair proposed that Longhirst Parish Council buy 500 shares; this was seconded by
the Vice Chair and agreed unanimously.

ACTION: CLERK
NE Grains meeting feedback
A meeting took place involving NE Grains management and representatives from the
Parish Council; there were no major issues to report. These regular meetings will
continue, probably twice a year, and may be online in future.

Town & Parish Council Conference on 05 Oct - feedback
Clirs G Fahy and Bill Climson attended the recent conference and found it informative
and worthwhile, in particular the demonstration on using FixMyStreet.

Councillor vacancy co-option appointment - review of candidates

There were three candidates although one has since withdrawn. The remaining two
were due to attend tonight, however one of those informed the Clerk just before the
meeting that they would be delayed and possibly might not be able to attend. The
Clerk advised that as there is still one candidate present that the co-option process
could proceed.

Colleen Anderson gave her reasons for wanting to join the Parish Council. Sheis a
resident on Ulgham Lane and has lived in the village for over 20 years. Sheis
currently a Registrar with Northumberland County Council and owns the ‘Shepherd’s
Hut’ holiday rental. Prior to that she owned a licenced village store and later a post
office in the west coast of Scotland. She sees her skills as being a ‘people person’.
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Councillors had no questions for Ms Anderson, and voted unanimously to co-opt her
to join the Parish Council. Clir Anderson signed the relevant forms and joined the
other Councillors.

TRAINING

Course available on Carbon Literacy for Town and Parish Councils - discussion
The Councillors did not feel they would benefit from the training offered at this time.

PLANNING

Planning Consultation Morpeth Caravan Park - 23/03804/VARYCO

Clir G Fahy declared an interest in this item as he is the applicant and landowner. The
Chair invited him to give any further comments regarding his application but he had
nothing to add and CliIr Fahy then left the meeting.

The application is for a change of use from a holiday let to a permanent residence for
four of the holiday cottages owned and operated by Clir Fahy at Morpeth Caravan
Park. Councillors felt that if these properties were permanently occupied this would
not adversely affect the infrastructure of the parish. They did note that previous
applications for housing at this site have been refused. Having no strong opinion
either way they agreed to offer ‘no comment..

ACTION: CLERK

NEXT MEETING:
7pm on Thursday, 04 January 2024 at Longhirst Village Hall

Close of meeting at 8.35pm.
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