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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 05 JANUARY 2023

Longhirst Village Hall
Minutes are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Peter Lovering, Cllr Chris Marr,
Cllr Jon Mills, Cllr Janet Quinn, Cllr Richard Tordo�

APOLOGIES: None

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Cllr David Towns (NCC) from item 5.1 onwards,
5x residents (two left after item 6.7).

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished them a Happy New
Year.  There were no items raised by members of the public.

B Update from Northumbria Police
There were no o�cers present, and no information update was available.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Cllr Towns will chase up documentation regarding the ‘football field’ with Ford &
Etal estates.

D RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

i) Longhirst Colliery - Bill Dryden

Woodland clearance after storms
Good progress is being made clearing the woods, though the path repairs have
been delayed due to the bad weather.

ii) Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson

Road repairs
Some repairs have been made to road surfaces by the developer.

Management Committee
The Management Committee is now operating and has met four times so far, with
the developers.

iii) Micklewood - Cllr J Mills

Management Committee
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Micklewood residents are shortly to receive their ‘shares’ after which their own
management committee can be set up.  Cllr Quinn also reported that the gates
giving access to Micklewood Close are now open during the daytime.

1 APOLOGIES

2

2.1

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors are asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date.

Remaining replacement DOI form (Cllr G Fahy)
Cllr Fahy’s new form was completed, the original one having been misplaced by
Northumberland County Council.

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 03 NOVEMBER 2022
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Paddock Wood letter sent to Tilhill Forestry
Tilhill have responded acknowledging receipt of our letter and are content with
the proposed works.  Cllr C Marr will chase up further contact with Kevin
Fairclough, the Area Manager of the Woodland Trust.

ACTION: CLLR C MARR
4.2 NCC T&PCC Conference, 23 Jan 23

Cllrs P Coates and J Mills are booked to attend this event and will give feedback
afterwards.

4.3 St John’s Lychgate repairs update (Cllr Coates)
The Chair had written to the Church requesting an update on progress.  In
response he understands that the insurers have asked for revised prices from two
new contractors and this will add a further delay to the works starting.

4.4 Civility & Respect Newsletter and Pledge; Review of banking arrangements - for
future meeting
The Clerk noted that these items will be brought to a future meeting.

5 PLANNING

5.1 Butterwell Disposal Point - 22/02869/FUL - update from public meeting and
discussion on formal comments to be submitted
A public meeting was held on 06 December 2022 and was attended by around
35 people (Parish Councillors from both Longhirst and Ellington & Linton, as well
as residents from both parishes).  Barney Corrigan, site agent for NB Clarke was
there and he outlined the proposals and answered a variety of questions from
residents.  The notes from the meeting are on the website and a copy was sent to
the Planning Dept at the County Council.

Councillors discussed the issues further and acknowledged that it was likely that
the application would be approved because the site is identified in the Local Plan
as being set aside for minerals processing and it also contains a rail head that
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links to the East Coast main line allowing for easy transportation of materials to
the site.

That said, a significant number of residents had expressed deep misgivings about
the operations at the site, feeling that dust, noise and tra�c problems would be
likely.  These issues had been discussed at the public meeting with the site agent,
and assurances were given, but residents remained unconvinced.

Councillors therefore agreed that the best course of action was to request a set
of formal conditions be put on any approval for the site, covering monitoring of
dust, noise and tra�c, as well as other issues raised at the public meeting.

ACTION: CLERK / CHAIR

5.2 Station Cottages, change of land use - 22/03679/FUL (pending) - discussion on
formal comments to be submitted
This site remains a concern as repeated attempts by the owner to find ways
around the earlier planning refusal continue.  Comments are to be submitted
whilst the Parish Council awaits feedback from the County Council regarding the
allocation of a case o�cer.

ACTION: CLERK / CHAIR

5.3 Dairy Lane, Longhirst Hall wall remediations - 18/01028/LBC - awaiting decision
by NCC on enforcement action, discussion of next steps
Northumberland County Council has just confirmed that it is chasing up
restoration of the wall with the developers.  Planning Enforcement believes that
su�cient time has elapsed since the dwellings were completed (in October) for
that work to have started.  NCC will ask for a start date for the works and if none
is forthcoming will then take more formal action.

5.5 Domino’s Field Inspectorate Appeal APP/P2935/W/22/3295617 - appeal
dismissed
The news that the appeal was dismissed is very welcome; the main reason being
that the site is indeed in the green belt and beyond the boundaries of the village.
However the Chair felt that the appeal process was very poorly organised by
Northumberland County Council, with little or no help o�ered to residents or
Parish Councillors who wanted to take part.  The Parish Council and the Wildlife
Trust Group now hope to enter into discussions with the owner of the field
regarding extending the community woodland.

5.6 Stobswood Haul Road 20/00465/PREAPP - decision awaited
No updates are available at this time, but the lorry movements to and from the
site have ceased since the Chair brought these to the attention of the County
Council.

6 BUSINESS

6.1 Cost of living crisis support
The Parish Association has confirmed that it does not intend to open the hall as a
‘warm hub’ feeling that there is not enough need to justify the longer opening
hours.  The hall does however remain as a ‘crisis support centre’ in the event of
other incidents (such as the power cuts created by the storms last year).  It is in
an even stronger position now, having solar panels with battery storage installed
as well as wi-fi, and a back-up generator is also planned.
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6.2 Ashington Road Flooding issues - feedback (Cllr Coates)
The ditches have been cleared, though the Chair was disappointed at how late in
the year this was done.  He would like to see the Highways Dept at NCC plan
ahead and schedule this in for October each year.  The Chair believes that water
pumped from old mine workings may be adding to the volume of water
overwhelming the site and Advance Northumberland had previously promised to
investigate the source.

The Parish Council still believes that raising the height of the road along a short
stretch will help alleviate the situation and that such a scheme would be relatively
inexpensive.  Councillors agreed that a financial contribution of circa £1k from
the Parish Council could be given towards this work.

Martin King (Highways Area Manager, NCC) agrees with the contractor that in
the long-term a regular maintenance programme is needed.  This is the
responsibility of Advance Northumberland rather than the NCC Highways Team.
Mr King has arranged to clear the ditches (and repair some minor potholes) and
that stretch of road will be monitored during routine Highway Inspections and
action taken if needed.

Mr King will also consider the request to raise the road slightly, possibly via Local
Transport Plan funds (but this would be without any retaining on the road edge
and no extra drainage, and with no specific timescale for the works to be done).

Resolution of this issue remains a key priority for the Parish Council.

6.3 Potland Park issues - bridleway access (Cllrs Coates / Fahy)
David Feige (County Ecologist, NCC) will attend the next meeting to give a
presentation on the proposals for the site.  Other issues regarding access to - and
maintenance of - the site can also be raised.

ACTION: CLERK

6.4 Wildlife and Community Trust update (Cllr Coates)
The Trust is about to submit a revised bid to the Heritage Lottery (increased to
circa £10k).  If successful then the group will take responsibility for repairing the
bird hide in Paddock Wood.  The group is planning a public meeting shortly to
engage with residents about the activities they would like to see.

6.5 Parish Council logo update (Cllr Coates)
A bespoke logo is being designed by a local graphic artist, based on the agreed
tree design.  This may be available at the next meeting.

ACTION: CHAIR
6.6 North East Grains (Cllr Coates)

The Chair will arrange another in-person meeting shortly, and this will include
County Councillor D Towns.

ACTION: CHAIR
6.7 Public Rights of Way - path maintenance (Cllr J Mills)

Cllr J Mills has been in touch with Tony Derbyshire (Countryside O�cer, NCC)
regarding the promised repairs to the public rights of way around the parish.
Unfortunately these have been delayed due to lack of resources (lack of sta�ng
rather than lack of funding).  Mr Derbyshire confirmed that new signposts are
due to be installed in the next couple of months.
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7 BUDGET

7.1 Bank Statements 22/23 and Budget Monitoring 22/23
The bank statements and budget monitoring to date were reviewed.  An
additional cost of £500 is to be added to this year’s budget for burying the
electricity cable for the defibrillator (a safety measure).  The total cost for the
work is around £1,000 and it is being shared equally between the Parish
Association and the Parish Council.

7.2 Review of Parish Council Plan, inc Training requests
Some items on the plan are now closed out; outstanding items on the plan were
reviewed.  New items for the plan will be discussed under the next item on the
precept.

The Chair encouraged all members to take advantage of any training on o�er,
particularly that available via NALC, to ensure they have a sound knowledge of
the basic issues related to being a Parish Councillor.

7.3 Precept 2023/24 (see Precept Estimate in Budget report above)
The Clerk presented estimated figures for expenditure up to the end of this
financial year; there was a discussion on expenditure for next year, including
possible additional activities.

Costs for this year remain largely the same, with a 10% inflation rise assumed on
some items.  The following new activities were also discussed:

Items for possible inclusion/further discussion:
● Maintenance - Ashington Road contribution to NCC at circa £1,000
● Maintenance - Butcher's Lane contribution to NCC at circa £1,000*
● Asset purchase - woodland extension - contribution to the Wildlife &

Community Trust at circa £2,000
● Asset purchase - Oak tree at circa £100

Items for exclusion:
● Maintenance - repairs to the bird hide near Linton Lane - to be funded by

the Wildlife & Community Trust
● Asset purchase - contribution to footpath signs & stiles - confirmation that

this will all be done by NCC
● Training - defibrillator training kit - alternative kit may be available locally

Regarding Butcher’s Lane, Cllr D Towns suggested that until such time that the
County Council could a�ord to carry out full repairs, maintenance in future is
likely to be limited to annual patching.  This will not warrant an o�er of a
contribution from the Parish Council.

However, Cllr Towns also suggested an alternative option to full repairs Lane
might be to request clearing the vegetation and soil from the path.  The cost for
this would be much lower and could possibly be split between the County
Council, the Parish Council* and Cllr Town’s Members Local Improvement
Scheme.
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Councillors agreed to set the Precept at £8,000 (an increase of circa 5% on last
year).  This will allow the Council to put aside some funds for the new items
above, and hold enough in contingencies for any unscheduled election costs.
Councillors agreed for the Clerk to complete and submit the paperwork.

ACTION: CLERK
8 CONSULTATIONS

There were no items for consideration at this time.

9 REPORTS from Councillors (for any items not covered above)
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

9.1 NCC Climate Change event
Cllr P Lovering attended this event and found the format very accessible.  He did
make some suggestions as an individual for carbon reduction measures that NCC
could take.  Further information on the County Council’s carbon reduction
activities can be found using the NCC Climate Change webpage:
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Climate-Change/Climate-Change.aspx
Email address: climate@northumberland.gov.uk

9.2 Grit Bin at Longhirst Hall
Cllr C Marr stated that the grit bin at the Hall was empty.  The Chair advised that
there should be a reference number on the bin and this can be used to contact
NCC for it to be refilled.

9.3 The Old Pavilion - 22/01461/FUL
For the benefit of those not present at the previous meeting, Cllr P Coates
repeated that a resident at Longhirst Hall obtained a copy of the Conservation
Report through a Freedom of Information request (after the Parish Council
unsuccessfully requested a copy direct).  That report o�ers some protection to
the parkland but it is unclear if this would take precedence over other material
considerations.  In the meantime the applicant has withdrawn their application.
The Parish Council will remain open to contact from the land owner regarding
any future plans.

9.4 Missing road sign near St John’s Church
Cllr P Coates noted that a missing road direction sign opposite St John’s Church
has still not yet been replaced.  The sign (indicating the routes to Morpeth and
Ulgham) came down during the storms last year.  He requested that the Clerk
takes this up with NCC.

ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK
9.5 Speed warning sign at north end of the village

Cllr J Mills noted that the speed warning sign at the north end of the village only
works intermittently  The Chair suggested this was not a fault but was probably
due to low light levels at this time of year meaning that the solar panel powered
batteries do not charge up enough for continued use.

10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)
There were no items for discussion.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7pm on Thursday, 02 MARCH 2023 at Longhirst Village Hall

Close of meeting at 8.25pm
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