

[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		1st February 2023
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT)Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne,  two members of the public, Clerk
[bookmark: _Hlk126242740]				PCSO Katie Gerrard and colleague attended prior to start of the meeting.
The meeting opened at 7.01 p.m. 

1) [bookmark: _Hlk125968148]Apologies for Absence – None 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below – 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk125969048]Request from FramNews re update on Council & Councillor information
b) Management and Maintenance of Defibrillator
c) Northumberland Town, Parish & Community Council Charter
d) Local Services Who’s Who and How to Contact Us
e) Electric Vehicle Charging Points
3) Declaration of Interests - DL declared an interest in item 15: School Community Project
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- PCSO Katie Gerrard and colleague attended prior to start of the meeting to say there were no issues to report. Police attendance at meetings will be three-monthly with written reports submitted in between .
6) County Councillors Report – TT reported:
a) Lightpipe Farm Cussins Development – Bus Stops.  (see item 8c below)
b) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd.(see item 8a below)
c) NCC Budget. There were to be no large-scale cuts in the budget.
d) New Chief Executive had been appointed and to take up her role later in the month. The County Council were looking to replace all current interim senior posts with permanent positions.
e) Bailiffgate Museum. Planning had approved the application to move the Museum into the Alnwick Northumberland Hall.
f) Northumberland Estate. TT had attended a meeting at Alnwick Castle where the Duke had informed the audience that his son was to take over the responsibility for managing the Northumberland Estate. A new hotel at the site of the old Duchess School and a new play village was to open later in the year.
g) Newcastle Grammar School. TT was a governor at the school where he saw his role as promoting the public benefit of the school. There were two key elements: providing over 80 bursaries annually and partnership working where the school was working with 7,300 students and 76 schools across the region.
h) British Volt (BV) Battery Development. TT was asked about the failure of this project. It would appear that BV had insufficient capital and expertise. The County Council was optimistic that other investors with the appropriate funds and know-how were keen to carry through the project. Members thought that it would be unfortunate if this was to be via foreign investment.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL, Seconded GN, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. GF had spoken with Highways again about this. Neil Snowdon had indicated that he had forwarded this to the departments main generic email so that a response could be sent but nothing had been received. Members were aghast at the lack of movement and communication. This appeared to be endemic across the Authority. TT agreed to speak directly with Neil Snowdon and if no satisfactory response was received by Friday 10th February, then GF to consult with members to agree the next steps.				                 Action: TT/GF
b) Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. GF/DW had met with the Police and NCC Highways. All NCC could offer as a solution to the parking problems at the junction was to introduce yellow lines at and near the junction of the A697 and Rothbury Road, with an option for a pedestrian refuge in the middle of the Rothbury Road close to the junction. However, this option would extend the yellow lines as far as St Mary’s Church. The proposal was for NCC to carry out a consultation exercise in the village. Members discussed the advantages/disadvantages of these measures and their impact on residents and local businesses. It was important that NCC and the Police carried out enforcement operations if and when such measures were introduced. They agreed that the consultation should go forward. There may be a delay in putting  any agreed solution in place, as there was to be a 60-week period when the B6334 would be closed, between Weldon Bridge and New Houses, for major road repairs. Whilst the main diversion to Rothbury was to be via New More House, it was anticipated that significant local traffic would use the Rothbury Road and therefore parking restrictions at the junction and along the Rothbury Road may be introduced during the roadworks to deal with the additional traffic.		     										     Action: GF
c) Lightpipe Farm Cussins Development – Bus Stops.  TT stated that the Planning Department had let the village down on this matter. He had now spoken with Liz Simmonen, NCC Planning (LS) who had apologised at the lack of movement. It was clear that the proposed bus stops should not go ahead on three counts:
i) No bus routes along this section of the village
ii) Footpath was too narrow and would not meet the legal requirements
iii) Parents would be unwilling to allow their children to use stops at such dangerous places.
LS had agreed to resolve the issue with Planning & Highways colleagues within the week. She required alternative highways options to which the Cussins money could be diverted. 					     Action: GF 
TT left the meeting at 7.47 p.m.
d) Installation of electricity to bus shelter (Rothbury Road/A69&).  An update on the replacement light had been requested and a reply was awaited. Clerk was asked to follow this up.						 Action: Clerk
e) Archiving of LPC records. Some helpful advice from NCC Archives had eventually been received. It was agreed that:
•  wherever possible records would be archived electronically. Documents to be submitted by Cryptshare or email. NCC to provide further guidance on this.
• A measured approach to archiving records to be taken. First to transfer electronic Parish Council Minutes and Annual Accounts dating back to May 2008. Once this had been done relevant pre-2008 hard copy documents would be archived.
• Other key documents both electronic and hard copy e.g., legal docs, land registrations etc to be scrutinised to determine what needs to be kept/archived or destroyed.
f) Front Street Planter tubs. Sonia Beal had agreed to look after the planters for the forthcoming year. Some of these were coming to the end of their useful life and would need replacing. To be monitored and when required, replaced with suitable ecological alternatives.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved.
	02/01/2023
	Douglas Proctor
	Allotment Fees (17a)
	15.53

	04/01/2023
	Purves
	Gillian Thompson burial
	200.00

	06/01/2023
	Celia Douglas
	Allotment Fees (8)
	31.06

	16/01/2023
	T Parkin
	Allotment Fees (13)
	31.06

	17/01/2023
	B Veitch
	Allotment Fees (15a)
	15.53

	23/01/2023
	A Hedquist
	Allotment Fees (6b)
	10.00

	27/01/2023
	B Taynton
	Allotment Fees (16a)
	15.53

	27/01/2023
	P Hayles
	Allotment Fees (14)
	31.06

	03/01/2023
	Longfram Mem Hall
	Ground Rent
	25.00

	03/01/2023
	C Panther
	Allotment Fees (10a)
	20.00

	04/01/2023
	J Kartupelis
	Allotment Fees (2)
	20.00

	09/01/2023
	M Laidler
	Allotment Fees (9)
	31.06

	16/01/2023
	Scott/Weatherston
	Allotment Fees (10a) water only
	11.06

	23/01/2023
	K Bruce
	Allotment Fees (15b)
	15.53

	
	
	Total
	472.42



b) Approval of clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved.
	16/01/2023
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	22.26

	19/01/2023
	G Rhodes reimbursement
	LEAP Hi-Viz vests & identity lanyards
	190.96

	31/01/2023
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	426.05

	31/01/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	105.60

	31/01/2023
	G Fremlin
	Giff Gaff LEAP mobile phone /Sim
	31.00

	
	
	Total
	775.87



c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st January 2023. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 25th January 2023
	£

	Community account
	60704.93

	Business Saver
	6110.66

	
	
	
	
	66815.59

	Less unpresented payments
	31/01/2023
	G Rhodes
	426.05
	

	
	31/12/2023
	HMRC
	105.60
	

	
	31/12/2023
	G Fremlin
	31.00
	

	
	
	
	
	562.65

	Uncredited Deposits 
	23/12/2022
	O Burleigh
	31.06
	

	
	27/01/2023
	B Taynton
	15.53
	

	
	27/01/2023
	P Hayles
	31.06
	

	
	
	
	
	77.65

	Balance
	
	
	
	66330.59

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	66330.59



10) Allotments
a) Management including:
i) Alexander John Munro Allotment plaque. The plaque has been received and DW/GF were arranging installation.  											              Action: DW/GF
ii) Allotment Invoices.  Several invoices remained unpaid. GF agreed to follow these up.		     Action: GF
b) Maintenance. Planned works were ongoing.	
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report
b) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. To be completed during the schools’ February half-term		     Action: GA
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02631/FUL
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03979/FUL
	Corner House Longframlington NE65 8DX
	Granted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04155/FUL
	Bluebell Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 of the existing falcon breeding facility 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04650/LBC
	Land North West Of The Dairy Low Town Farm. Listed Building Consent application 
	Registered 
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04518/RENE
	Land South East Of Harrogate Cottages Harrogate Lane 
	Granted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04760/FUL
	The View Front Street. New detached garage store & gym.
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04742/VARYCO
	Plot 4 Land West Of Meadow Lodge. Variation of condition 1 on approved 21/01610/VARYCO - full length doors to dormers on garage and hipped east elevation in lieu of gable. New access with stone pillars and stone side walls.
	Registered
	It was noted that the application exceeded the red line of the site on the site plan and  consequently went beyond the existing boundary. This application therefore was invalid and could not be considered as a VARYCO and Planning to be notified that it should be withdrawn.

	22/04755/FUL
	1 The Paddock Longframlington. Extension to existing dwelling with change of use of part agricultural land to domestic use
	Registered
	Longframlington Parish Council OBJECT to this application for the following reasons:


	The application states that work has not commenced and that there are no hedgerows on the site when in fact the site has been partially cleared, a significant yardage of ancient hedgerow has been removed and a foundation for boundary wall installed.
The site is part of a plot of land in open countryside that has been refused planning permission by a planning inspector on appeal, and currently has permission to be made into mixed coniferous and deciduous woodland.
The property was planned as a dormer bungalow and has through numerous variations of the original plans become an oversized development which no longer sits comfortably in its location.
Therefore, this application fails to meet the requirements and policies of the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan (LNP) as listed below:-
POLICY LNP1 – HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
Development within the settlement boundary defined on the Policies Map, including new housing development and the redevelopment of previously developed land, will be supported subject to compliance with relevant policies elsewhere in the Development Plan. 
Land outside the settlement boundary will be treated as countryside whose intrinsic character and beauty must be recognised in all decision making on development proposals. 
Only exceptional development proposals that satisfy national and strategic planning policy will be supported outside the settlement boundary. New housing development will only be supported where it delivers affordable housing through rural exception sites, or proposals for isolated dwellings that satisfy one or more of the exceptional circumstances set out in the NPPF. Proposals for rural business and economic development proposals, diversification of agriculture and other land-based businesses, and proposals for community and leisure facilities and rural tourism will be supported where they accord with the NPPF and strategic policies.
POLICY LNP5 - BIODIVERSITY 
New development must secure a net gain for biodiversity to be calculated in accordance with the Government policy and advice and secured through planning conditions or planning obligations. 
Proposals to create new wildlife habitats and improve existing habitats identified locally will be supported.
POLICY LNP7: HIGH QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN 
New development in the Neighbourhood Area should incorporate high quality and sustainable design that improves local character and distinctiveness. Where appropriate, this can be demonstrated by: 
a) designing development respecting local context and character in terms of scale, density, height, massing, layout, materials, hard and soft landscaping and means of enclosure; and 
b) ensuring features including windows, doors, rooflights, chimneys, flues, roof design and boundary treatments have regard to surrounding character and materials used locally; and 
c) ensuring appropriate landscaping has been incorporated into any scheme, including the retention of trees and hedgerows and the planting of new trees and hedgerows where possible and desirable; and 
d) incorporating a Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) to manage surface water drainage and which takes opportunities to improve biodiversity (or demonstrate why such a scheme would not be practicable or necessary); and 
e) ensuring measures have been incorporated to limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature conservation; and 
f) ensuring that the massing, height, scale and proximity to neighbouring properties of the proposed development does not result in an unacceptable loss of light, overshadowing or other significant adverse amenity impacts on existing or future residents; and 
g) ensuring opportunities have been taken where possible to incorporate embedded renewables, such as solar panels, heat pumps and other measures to reduce the carbon footprint of the building, including opportunities to minimise energy consumption in layout, orientation, and maximising solar gain; and 
h) ensuring opportunities are taken to include green spaces within development for the benefit of future residents and biodiversity; and 
i) including the provision of electric car charging points in all new housing development.

	23/00266/LBC
	Land North West Of The Dairy Low Town Farm Listed Building Consent - change of use & extension to redundant agricultural building to form residential accommodation
	Registered
	No Objection



13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications.  Erection of headstone for Gavin and Fiona Findlay had taken place ready for future interment (previously approved). Date to be agreed.
c) Maintenance including:
i) Additional flower holders. Outstanding							   Action: DW
ii) Paving and drainage on path. Gavin Christie had agreed to fix paving. Some drainage channels had been dug to alleviate the run-off along the path, but as there had been little rain it was difficult to determine whether this had been effective.
d) Cemetery Extension. Waiting for the final documentation on the land registration. Scale drawing for the Diocesan Office was in progress.										     Action: GF
14) Action Plan – February 2023: No actions for February
[bookmark: _Hlk120462060]Main Issues 
15) School Community Project  Following the meeting with Sue Aviston (SA), Education, NCC, contact had been made with Mike Robbins (MR) NCC Estates, regarding the size of the area of the proposed school site.  This was deemed to be 1.88 acres which was well over the minimum size requirement found in published guidelines. This information was needed to assist SA with her assessment of the suitability of the site for a school.  MR had forwarded this to SA but there had been no further response from her. GN had asked TT to follow this up. It was agreed that if there was no response within two weeks GN/Clerk to follow this up. Once this information was received, a further meeting of the committee would be called.   	           Action: GN/Clerk
The awaited briefing note from Education regarding Swarland School was not expected until March 2023. It was anticipated that NCC would not move forward with any school building projects until a decision on the Morpeth schools tiered system had been made. Given the reduced level of control held by Local authorities on schools, it was unlikely that NCC would be able to enforce a change on the current 3-tier system in place. 
16) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan including:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk115705856][bookmark: _Hlk126323514]Acquisition of items for Grab Bag. Mobile phone, lanyards, ID holders and identification vests had now been acquired. LEAP members and Cllrs (including Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst) had been asked to provide a headshot for the ID tags. The ID template for the ID tags for Officials and Volunteers was a remaining outstanding action.	Mobile to be checked monthly	         									            Action: GF/Clerk
b) Updates to LEAP Action Plan & LPC Action  Plan. The final draft version was approved  This to be circulated to LEAP members (both restricted and non -restricted versions as appropriate). Sylvia Taynton had replaced Andrea Munro as the second Memorial Hall representative. The final LEAP document pack to be compiled and stored in the ‘Grab Bag’. This would  then complete current actions for the LEAP. 						            Action: GF/Clerk
c) Northern Powergrid Grant Success: Longframlington Memorial Hall. Northern Powergrid had agreed to fund the proposed battery and solar panel installation at the Hall. Further information was awaited
d) Q&A's from Northern Powergrid's Emergency Power Cut December 2022 Stakeholder Briefing. NPG had sent an email (previously circulated) which provided links to Q&As, slides and links, from the event.
17) Longframlington Climate Change Action Plan . A meeting of the Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee had taken place. Agreed actions were progressing. The response to the TPO applications was awaited. The Longframlington Show committee had donated £100 to the wildflower project for which the members were extremely grateful. Ian Lakey had produced  a register of requisitions and plants. The imminent application for a grant of trees to Woodland Trust required the identification by grid reference of areas for planting, indicating species to be planted. The members agreed that the Committee go forward with this, but that they would need to gain consent from landowners (including NCC), for areas of land not owned by the PC. It was agreed that the cemetery extension be included within the wildflower and tree planting projects. 	         Action: DL/GA/NT
18) Voter ID Requirements from May 2023. From May 2023 voters in England would need to show a photo ID when they voted in person at elections in England. This was being introduced by the UK Government and applied to all future local elections: referendums, recall petitions and Police and Crime Commissioner elections from May 2023 and all UK Parliamentary General Elections from October 2023. NCC would shortly be sending through literature to  be displayed via the Facebook page.									          	           		           Action: GA/Clerk
19) Rural Cost of Living Survey. The Rural Services Network in partnership with the Citizens Advice Rural Issues Group had launched a Rural Cost of Living Household Survey. Independent research commissioned by the RSN in summer last year showed rural areas were suffering more acutely from the cost-of-living crisis compared to urban areas. To lend more weight to the argument for more funding for rural areas the RSN was calling on as many rural residents as possible to complete a Rural Cost of Living Household Survey. The survey could be accessed at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Rural_Households_Cost-of-Living.  Members agreed to publicise this on Facebook page.						     Action: GA
20) Any Urgent Business 
a) Request from FramNews re update on Council & Councillor information. Members agreed this that the previous information did need revising and that Individual responsibilities, Cllr/clerk photos and details of how to contact and make representation to the Council to be included in the next issue of FramNews and updated on Parish Webpage.												Action: Clerk
b) Management and Maintenance of Defibrillator.  It has been agreed that the Parish Council take over the guardianship of the defibrillator. This meant that the PC was responsible for the weekly checking & reporting to the Circuit – the national defibrillator network and ordering any supplies/batteries and/or maintenance. A record of procedure and passwords etc. had been produced. Clerk to take the role as guardian and GF to act as the backup guardian.	            Action: Clerk/GF
c) [bookmark: _Hlk126324397]Northumberland Town, Parish & Community Council Charter. The 2023 final version was received .
d) Local Services Who’s Who and How to Contact Us. The 2023 final version was received .
e) Electric Vehicle Charging Points. An invitation from the Council's Climate Change Team to apply for this year's distribution of Electric Vehicle Charging Points had been received. It came with a toolkit to help through this process. The deadline for submission was Tuesday 28th February. It was agreed that the most suitable place for a charging point would be at the NW end of the dog field with access via the Memorial Hall car park. GF to speak to the Chair of the Memorial Hall to seek their permission/views prior to a submission being considered.					     Action: GF
21) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 1st March 2023 at 7.00 p.m.
  
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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