[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		4th January 2023
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.15 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk
The meeting opened at 7.03 p.m. 
1) [bookmark: _Hlk118111384]Apologies for Absence - Natalie Taylor (NT) 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk123478991]Northumberland Sandstone Ridges and Vales: A Valued Landscape Technical Report
b) [bookmark: _Hlk123548246]Webpage Quarterly Report
3) Declaration of Interests - DL declared an interest in item 16: School Community Project
4) [bookmark: _Hlk123550501]Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report-No report received. GF informed members that a suspicious white transit van had been seen near farm sheds in the area. People should be vigilant and report any sightings to the Police.
6) County Councillors Report -  
a) TT had attended, along with members of the School Community Project Committee/LPC,  the meeting with Sue Aviston from NCC’s Education Department on the proposed new school. The department were giving very little away and in some ways the meeting had hit a brick wall. It was important though to keep going and build up a strong case for a new school in the village. NCC had agreed to: assess the suitability and sufficiency of the reserved land for a new school; review the costs involved of a new build; and provides estimates on future school numbers. The quality of the current school building bared no comparison with other schools in the county and therefore there was a strong case for a new build.
b) It was good to that the re-opening of the community hospital in Rothbury was coming to fruition, which would be of great benefit to the people of Coquetdale and Longframlington.
c) NCC Planning had not come back to TT on the issue of the bus stops on the A697,to be funded by Cussins. Cllr Thorne had met with Michael McMonagle, NCC Highways and told him he and the PC were still awaiting a response regarding the chicane on the Rothbury Road adjacent the junction to Hightown. Mr McMonagle had agreed to follow this up. Members expressed their extreme dissatisfaction on NCC’s approach and tardiness in addressing these matters. TT was asked to follow up on both matters as a matter of urgency. He also agreed to speak to Cussins regarding the bus stops.    Action: TT
TT left the meeting at 7.15 p.m.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DW, Seconded GN, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues – 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk123895998]Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. Agreed that if no response to TT from NCC or issue not resolved satisfactorily by 13th January then GF to consult with members re next steps. 					     Action: GF
b) Lightpipe Farm Cussins Development – Bus Stops.  Agreed that if no response to TT from NCC or issue not resolved satisfactorily by 13th January then GF to consult with members re next steps. 				     Action: GF
c) Installation of electricity to bus shelter. Completion of replacement light was still outstanding.
d) General service review: Archiving. Awaiting response from NCC archives. They still had a few more days to respond to meet their obligation.
e) Repairs to Grit Bins on Church Street. DW had attempted to repair one bin but the hinge sprung in the first heavy winds. As the bins were full of grit it was impossible to make effective repairs at present and the work would need to be left until the bins were empty.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved.
	07/12/2022
	Purves
	
	
	Burial Plot (292) & Memorial
	300.00

	21/12/2022
	Ian Scott
	
	
	Allotment Fees (5b)
	20.00

	21/12/2022
	John McCutcheon
	
	
	Allotment Fees (6a/7b)
	20.00

	21/12/2022
	J Hipwell
	
	
	Allotment Fees - water (11A)
	5.53

	22/12/2022
	Elaine Brennan
	
	
	Allotment Fees (11b)
	15.53

	23/12/2022
	Tim Marrison
	
	
	Allotment Fees (17b)
	15.53

	28/12/2022
	Coralie Forbes
	
	
	Allotment Fees (1b)
	10.00

	03/01/2023
	Sandra Gemmill
	
	
	Allotment Fees (1b)
	10.00

	23/12/2022
	O Burleigh
	
	
	Allotment Fees (12)
	31.06

	05/12/2022
	Barclays Bank
	
	
	Interest 6 Sep -05 Dec 22
	3.40

	
	
	
	
	Total
	431.05



b) Approval of clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting Approved.
	07/12/2022
	Carr's Corner
	Items for Emergency Grab bag
	240.43

	08/12/2022
	Gavin Christie
	Maintenance (Nov)
	650.00

	22/12/2022
	Anglian Water
	Cemetery water rates
	13.69

	02/01/2023
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water charges
	95.37

	30/11/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	23.65

	31/12/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	747.47

	31/12/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	186.20

	01/01/2023
	Fantasy Prints
	AJM Plaque
	54.42

	
	
	Total
	2011.23



c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st December 2022. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 25/12/2023
	
	

	
	Community account
	
	61555.78

	
	Business Saver
	
	6110.66

	
	
	
	
	67666.44

	Less unpresented payments
	02/01/2023
	Anglian Water
	95.37
	

	
	31/12/2022
	G Rhodes
	747.47
	

	
	31/12/2022
	HMRC
	186.20
	

	
	01/01/2023
	Fantasy Prints
	54.42
	

	
	
	
	
	1083.46

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	

	
	28/12/2022
	Coralie Forbes
	10.00
	

	
	03/01/2023
	Sandra Gemmill
	10.00
	

	
	23/12/2022
	O Burleigh
	31.06
	

	
	
	
	
	51.06

	Balance
	
	
	
	66634.04

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	66634.04



e) [bookmark: _Hlk123823721]Agree Budget and Precept for y.e.31st March 2024. The budget was agreed. Members were mindful of the rising costs for households during the current economic crisis and it was agreed to reduce the Precept Request to £10,000 (proposed DL, seconded GN, All in Favour). Longframlington had already one of the lowest precept records in the area and this would reduce the individual household annual contribution by around a further £50% (based on a Band D property) but maintain healthy reserves for current ongoing projects. The Precept is reviewed annually and could increase if there was new additional expenditure. 									 Action: Clerk
f) Electricity Plan Renewal. The British Gas electricity price plan up until 21/02/23- 20/02/24 was accepted (proposed GN. Seconded GA, All in Favour).									 Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management including:
i) Alexander John Munro Allotment plaque .  Plaque was on order. Cost £ 54.42. GF agreed to oversee erection and unveiling of the plaque to which Andrea Munro would be invited.				     Action: GF
ii) Allotment Invoices. Invoices had been issued. Payment to be made by 31.01.2023
iii) Vacancies: Currently there was one vacant allotment. Awaiting, during the invoice period, to see if any further tenants were to give up their plots before vacant plots were allocated.				     Action: GF
b) Maintenance. No current issues.
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. No issues to report.
b) Sports courts and playground review. All areas in good order. The soccer nets had been refixed on numerous occasions only for them to be immediately pulled away. Agreed no further action on this at present.
c) Update on repairs. All now complete.
d) Safety signage. Completed.
e) Hedging around tank turn. Needs pruning.							     Action: GA


12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.	
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall Front Street 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02631/FUL
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	2/03560/FUL
	Wardle House, Front Street - Garage with home office above
	Withdrawn
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03979/FUL
	Corner House Longframlington NE65 8DX
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04155/FUL
	Bluebell Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages Longframlington 
	Registered
	Longframlington Parish council Object to this application.
The Parish council maintains its objections to any new build on this site. 
The site is located outside the village boundary and over 1Km from the main village services. The location is classified as countryside, and adding to the existing development, would serve to urbanise the area. This would not satisfy the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan (LNP) policies for location and design. 
The site is served by a narrow singletrack road which can be difficult to traverse in poor weather conditions, particularly ice and snow, thereby isolating residents even further from the village services and the severe weather support that is planned for the village. Housing for older residents would better suited within the village boundary.
Whilst the LNP and the Northumberland Local Plan (NLP) make provision for rural exception sites that meet local needs, on the periphery of the village, the Parish Council considers that this application does not fulfil these criteria.

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 of the existing falcon breeding facility comprising 2 blocks of 10 chamber imprint building
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04650/LBC
	Land North West Of The Dairy Low Town Farm. Listed Building Consent application for change of use and extension to redundant agricultural building for residential accommodation
	Registered 
	No Objection.

	22/04518/RENE
	Land South East Of Harrogate Cottages Harrogate Lane 
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/04760/FUL
	The View Front Street. Construction of new detached garage with store & gymnasium.
	Registered
	Longframlington Parish Council OBJECT to this application on the following grounds.
The property has not been built to the approved plans as it should have an integral garage.
The full impact of this development cannot be assessed as the height of the roof is not detailed on the drawings leaving this important feature as guesswork.
The proposed development of a two story build fails to meet the policies of the Longframlington Neighbourhood plan as detailed below.
LNP2 
     iii.   ensure new buildings are well designed and located sensitively in the landscape, respecting the character of the countryside; The property is built into the sloping ground to minimise the affect of its height on local amenity putting a two storey build between the property and the single story butchers premises would damage the overall design and local amenity.
LNP7 
a)	designing development respecting local context and character in terms of scale, density, height, massing, layout, materials, hard and soft landscaping and means of enclosure;
b)	ensuring features including windows, doors, rooflights, chimneys, flues, roof design and boundary treatments have regard to surrounding character and materials used locally;
e) 	ensuring measures have been incorporated to limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature conservation;
f) 	ensuring that the massing, height, scale and proximity to neighbouring properties of the proposed development does not result in an unacceptable loss of light, overshadowing or other significant adverse amenity impacts on existing or future residents;


	
13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments  Gillian Thompson – Purchase of Full Plot (293) and interment 30/12/2022. Paid in Full.
b) Memorial applications. None. A request for additional flower holders for the memorial wall had been received and for information about how the Council informed people about memorial plaques. It was agreed to make and fix additional flower holders to the wall.									   Action: DW The GUIDE TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS and the GUIDE TO OWNERS AND VISITORS  for the Cemetery provided outline information on plaques These were posted on the cemetery noticeboard. It was agreed to put this information in the next FramNews and on the LPC Facebook page. 					              Action: GF/GA
c) Maintenance.  Some of the paving stones on the main path have moved due to subsidence and rainwater and could be a tripping hazard. Clerk to contact Gavin Christie to ask if he can repair					Action: Clerk Water was again running onto the path towards its lower end during heavy rain causing silt to build up by the gate. The problem stemmed from run-off water from the adjacent field. GF agreed to inspect to see what if any action could be taken.											     Action: GF
d) Cemetery Extension. Due to the Christmas break no further action had taken place.
14) Action Plan – January 2023
a) Front Street Planter tubs. DW to ask Sonia Beal if she would be prepared to tend the planters for a further year.
												   Action: DW
b) 3 additional grass cuts. Quotation had been received from NCC. The cost would be £432.35 (plus VAT). The fee for 2022 was £489.46 (inc. VAT). The members accepted the quote.						 Action: Clerk
c) Annual Insurance. No action required as LPC were currently on a 3-year contract for its insurance.
d) FramNews Report.  GF agreed to write the report. Deadline was 13th January. Items to include:
i) Budget & Precept
ii) Update on Chicane
iii) List of recent and were current issues 
iv) Dog waste on dog walking field



Main Issues 
15) School Community Project including:
a) School Community Project Committee Update . The committee had its first meeting when the result and responses from the survey were examined and the strategy for the meeting with Sue Aviston was agreed. The approach to be taken was to focus on the positive benefits of a new school sited in Longframlington for the whole Swarland/Newton-on-the-Moor/Longframlington catchment area. It was agreed that they would benefit from having further members on the committee from people who either had children at Swarland School or were of primary school age. The next meeting of the committee would take place after the briefing note which would include updated statistics on primary school age children in the area and NCC’s assessment of the earmarked site for the school was available. This was expected in the next month or so.  It was agreed that an item be included on the next agenda on the suitability of the land for a school. If this was considered feasible then the Committee/PC would need to ask NCC to reserve the land. If not suitable, then members would need to identify other alternative areas of land in the village.				    Action: GN
b) Meeting with Sue Aviston, Education, NCC . GF and DW had represented the PC at the meeting. The meeting had gone much as expected with little further forthcoming from NCC. It was clear that there would be little more from the County Council until the future position of Longframlington in the school tiered system had been agreed; whether this would be Alnwick or Morpeth facing. This issue was not included within the current 5-yr education plan.
16) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan including:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk123892085]Acquisition of items for Grab bag.  The purchase of high viz vests, identity tags & software for LEAP volunteers was still outstanding. Members agreed the purchase of a basic mobile phone with sim card.		            Action: GF/Clerk          
b) Updates to Action Plan.  To be completed once final items of grab bag had been acquired.            	            Action: GF/Clerk          
17) Longframlington Climate Change Action Plan including: 
a) Assessment of trees/woodland and TPO application to NCC. The survey of trees and woodland had been completed and the TPO application had been submitted to the County Council.
b) Wild flower areas. The first area identified was now ready for preparation for planting of seed.
c) Application to Woodland Trust . An application to the Trust for trees was to be the next step and would include trees to be planted in memory of the HM Queen Elizabeth II. Areas for these trees would be discussed at the committee meeting.
18) NCC Enforcement Strategy Consultation . Members had no comments to submit to NCC but the general view was that the County Council should be more forceful in enforcing its strategy.
19) Any Urgent Business 
a) Northumberland Sandstone Ridges and Vales: A Valued Landscape Technical Report. The report had been received and was available for members to read.
b) Webpage Quarterly Report. 
[image: ]
20) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting : Wednesday 1st February 2023 at 7.00 p.m.

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
  
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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