	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		5th July 2023
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 			Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL),
			Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW)
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, three members of the public, Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence – None 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below 
a) Longframlington Website Quarterly Report April – June 2023
b) [bookmark: _Hlk139547399]No Dog Signs on Tank Turn
3) Declaration of Interests – New School Project - DL 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None
5) Community Police Report  There had been no crimes reported in the LONGFRAMLINGTON area between 01/05/23 – 30/06/23 which would have a wider community impact. Officers would continue to provide enhanced, visible patrols in the village. Police had also agreed to carry out random speed checks on the Rothbury Road and the A697(near to the junction with the Rothbury Road) during the period of the B6344 extended diversion as there were drivers who continued to exceed the speed limit, particularly the 20-mph limit on the Rothbury Road.
6) County Councillors Report 
a) Cussins Bus Stop alternative. TT had a casual meeting with Liz Simmonen who had said that NCC was near to a resolution on this matter.
b) New School. TT had a further casual meeting with Sue Aviston (SA) and had informed her of his disappointed at Education’s response on this matter. SA said that she was encouraging the PC to look for an alternative site for the school. GF informed TT that SA had failed to provide any information on this matter, had never suggested looking for an alternative site and appeared to be blocking the issue.
c) Planning. TT was dealing with two significant planning applications; one for a new cultural hub in Blyth; and a £10m project for an anaerobic digester in Wansbeck to deal with the County’s food waste
d) Village Clean-up There had been a small village clean-up. Thanks to Mr and Mrs English for their collection of 7/8 bags of rubbish. There was to be a further clean-up in the near future and residents were encouraged to take part. Further details to be announced.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes of the meeting held on 6th June 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN Seconded GA, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Issues regarding response times and the shortcomings the Parish Council is experiencing when dealing with certain Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments. 
Planning: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk139556233]Validation of applications: Nothing further on this at present
· Enforcement. There appeared to be little improvement in the service provided by NCC. There had been numerous communications with Enforcement regarding the breach of conditions of No. 1 The Paddock. They had eventually agreed that there was a breach of planning, but only at the rear of the property rather at the front adjacent the highway. Eventually, after further emails from the PC,  the Enforcement Officer had visited the site and agreed there was indeed a breach at the front of the site. The owner had been informed and given time to consider how he was to respond. This response was that the owner had further extended the wall including another gate onto the highway, Enforcement had again been informed. The Enforcement Officer had responded to say that she had spoken to Planning and they didn’t consider the wall to be causing any harm. She had asked Highways for their opinion and was waiting for this.  If Highways were satisfied that the wall was not causing any highway issues, then it may not be expedient to pursue. She stated that when a breach of planning control was investigated the guidance stated that enforcement action was discretionary and Local Planning Authorities should act proportionately in responding to suspected breaches. There was therefore a degree of subjectivity but the decisions were based taking into account local and national policy in deciding whether it was expedient to take action. NCC would consider the harm which the breach is causing and ultimately whether they believed the development would be supported in the event of an application being submitted. She would contact the PC again after she had visited the site and spoken to Highways again. 
Members were staggered by the response of and lack of action by the County Council which virtually gave developers free licence to do what they wanted with little or no redress. TT stated that this was an extremely poor example of planning control. There were numerous reasons why actions should be taken as a result of this breach including a blatant disregard of planning law and the threat to the biodiversity and character of the village. A significant amount of hedging had been removed in order to erect the wall. It was agreed this matter be brought to the immediate attention of RM on his return from leave.							     Action: GF
· Ensuring developments are completed to the planning conditions. Awaiting further information
· Cussins Developments & Condition to install two bus stops. The PC had provided NCC Highways with a number of options for the use of the monies originally set aside for the two proposed bus stops set out in the conditions of approval of the Cussins site. NCC had decided that they should use the money for a speed camara at the entrance to the village on the Alnwick Fords road. The cost of this was quoted as £6k. GF said that the PC had more important priorities than this. Cussins were now quoting that the money identified for the bus stops was only £4k and NCC were asking for the PC to provide the difference. TT confirmed that the amount that had been set aside for the bus stops was £7,500. GF to refer the matter back to Highways.						      Action GF
Highways : 
· Design and installation of projects in the village including traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. Whilst Glen Sanderson (GS) and Rob Murfin (RF) had indicated that NCC would pay the cost for the revisions to the chicane at the Rothbury Rd/High Town junction if they were found responsible for the mistakes, Highways had now stated that in their view the two cheaper alternatives for the revisions were viable options and therefore the PC and TT would each be expected to pay a contribution of £5k for the more expensive Option 3. In the view of members, Option 3 was the only alternative which provided an adequate solution to the problem. An invoice for £5k  to the PC had already been received. It was agreed that the invoice be paid but that the issue of culpability but taken up at the next  GS/RF meeting.
· Proposed installation by NCC of Electric Vehicle Chargers on Rothbury Road. The Parish Council’s preferred options for the chargers had been submitted to NCC, who themselves had produced a number of alternatives. These were all currently being considered.
Education: 
· Response from Education regarding reports with respect to the New School project & Swarland School. Since the meeting with GS/RM several requests had been submitted to Sue Aviston (SA), (copied to GS and RM) for her to provide the detailed calculations NCC had used to quantify the area of land needed for a new school (4.95 acres). Although she had responded to these emails, she had not provided the information as requested. A further email was sent to her on 27th June which stated that the PC were extremely dismayed to find that she was unwilling to supply the calculations, and questioned why she was not prepared to provide us with this data. As we had no information as to how this number was derived, the Parish Council had no other alternative than to provide her with its own calculations, applying the same pupil numbers (91) to the DfE  Guidelines, to demonstrate that the site lies within the published recommended guidelines. We also provided calculations based upon an increased pupil number (100) as an uprated reference. Both of these calculations were within the recommended minimum size for, and demonstrated that, a primary school could be accommodated on the 1.62 acres Hall Field site. We now required a full explanation to the reasons behind the significant differences between our detailed calculations and the figure of 4.95 acres which she had supplied to Cllr Thorne on 14th April. For the sake of transparency, and to enable us to make an effective comparison which can be shared with our parishioners and other interested parties, we again requested that her explanation was supported by the calculations that had been used.  As an inordinate amount of time had passed since we first requested this information the PC asked that this matter be addressed with the utmost speed. There has been no communication from SA since this email was sent to her. 
GN had updated the Schools Project Committee on this matter.
PC Members expressed serious concerns about the lack of response and the unprofessional way in which this matter had been addressed. It was clear that SA was not willing to engage with LPC in a positive way, which was not how an officer of the County Council should act. TT said that we deserved to receive the same standard of service as other parts of the county and was shocked at the disrespectful approach taken. Members questioned whether the County Council had a hidden strategy for when the current Swarland site became unviable; perhaps their intention was not to build a new school but to transfer Longframlington Children to other schools. The members agreed that the matter be escalated and to write to Glen Sanderson (copied to Rob Murfin): to express our dissatisfaction; to say that he would have seen the correspondence exchange with SA;  that we were shocked that she was refusing to provide the information that had been requested; and that she had misled Cllr Thorne in that she had never communicated to the PC that we should look for an alternative site.					           Action: GN/Clerk
Ecology: 
· Tree preservation: Failure to respond to TPO requests.  An arboricultural consultant had been contracted by NCC to carry out a TEMPO assessment on the trees in Longframlington. Once his report had been submitted NCC would inform the PC if they were to  proceed with a TPO (s).
· Ecology Assessments for Planning Applications. A response had been received from NCC, which in essence had emphasised the need for the PC to detail all ecological issues when submitting planning application comments.
b) Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. Awaiting a response to the preferred option that had been submitted by the PC.
c) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet. This work was ongoing
TT left at 7.44 p.m.
d) Request for permission for bouncy castle for end of school year party.  The invoice had now been paid. A1 Bounce to provide new insurance certificate when issued. All arrangements were now in place.				               
e) Village Inspection. No issues to report on hedges, trees and weeds for report to NCC   		   
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of June. Approved.
	07/06/2023
	Coop Funeral Care 
	Headstone Nina Grint
	200.00

	05/06/2023
	Barclays
	A/c 30586455 Interest 06Apr - 5 Jun 23
	12.76

	
	
	Total
	212.76



b) Approval of Clerk’s Salary, Expenses, PAYE & NI and Other Payments in the month of June. Approved.

	08/06/2023
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds maintenance May
	282.00

	27/06/2023
	Graham Fremlin (Cllr Expenses)
	Line Marker (77.99) Tennis Net (66.79)
	144.78

	08/06/2023
	Northumberland CAB
	Donation
	100.00

	20/06/2023
	Playsafety Ltd
	RoSPA inspection
	157.20

	30/06/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	104.60

	30/06/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	440.97

	03/07/2023
	A1 Bounce
	Bouncy Castle Hire End of School Party in Park
	408.00

	23/03/2023
	WAVE/Anglian Water
	Water Charges Cemetery
	17.50

	
	
	Total
	1655.05



c) Requests for donations.
i. Play equipment for Swarland Primary School  £100 agreed.(Proposed GA Seconded DL All in Favour).

d) Bank Reconciliation to 3rd July 2023. Approved
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	as at 23rd June 2023
	Community account
	
	
	 £58,846.73 

	
	Business Saver
	
	
	 £  6,131.00 

	
	
	
	
	 £64,977.73 

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	27/06/2023
	Graham Fremlin (Cllr Expenses)
	144.78
	

	30/06/2023
	HMRC
	
	104.60
	

	30/06/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	
	440.97
	

	03/07/2023
	A1 Bounce
	
	408.00
	

	 
	
	
	
	 £  1,098.35 

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	£            0.00  

	Balance
	
	
	
	 £63,879.38 

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	 £63,879.38 



10) Allotments
a) Management. None
b) Maintenance.
i. Repairs to stone wall adjoining West House. The quotation of £450 from Aidan Clark for the repairs to the wall, currently being undertaken, was approved.
ii. Allotments inspection report. GF reported that whilst most allotments were well maintained, there were four of concern:
· Plot 3 a  The current tenant was having difficulty maintaining the whole plot. The tenant from 4a was looking for more ground and it was agreed that he could cultivate the area on 3a not currently being used and take over the plot if and when the current tenant decided to give up his tenancy.
· [bookmark: _Hlk139552714][bookmark: _Hlk139552672]Plot 4b. This had been re-allocated earlier in the year, but had not been touched, (until after the inspection when the weeds had been strimmed). Agreed that a letter be sent to the tenant that the plot must be put into cultivation within a month , and if not that it would be re-allocated. 
· Plot 11a This plot had also been recently re-allocated but had not been cultivated or weeds kept under control. Agreed that a letter be sent to the tenant that the plot be put into cultivation within a month , and if not it would be re-allocated.
· Plot 10a  Whilst it was appreciated that the tenancy was only recently allocated only a limited amount of work had been undertaken to make some raised beds and the rest of the plot was unkempt. Agreed that a letter be sent to the tenant that the plot needed to be put under full cultivation and weeds under control by the end of the year; otherwise, the tenancy would not be renewed.					     Action: GF
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. 
i. Smart electric meter not working. Manual meter reading to be taken.				     Action: GF
ii. Remove plastic bin behind bench adjacent football field					     Action: GF
iii. Report weeds around multigym to Local Services						 Action: Clerk
b) RoSPA inspection and actions following inspection. RoSPA was in the main very positive. Some minor recommendations which had been raised previously and which the PC were unable to implement did not have an impact on the final outcome of the report. Goal post stickers which had been removed to be replaced.			 Action: Clerk
c) Replacement/repair tennis net and posts.  A new net had been bought and the posts and mechanism had been repaired and were now stored in the storage area at the rear of the sportscourt. A notice had been placed on Facebook about replacing the nets to the store after use.  Thanks to DW for the excellent repair. It was agreed to block the eastern entrance and open up the western entrance of the sports court storage area (door to remain) as this was more accessible.				             					              Action: DW/GF
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00624/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00625/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	[bookmark: _Hlk135130444]23/01365/FUL
	The Tealing - Single-storey extension and internal alterations
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02192/FUL
	Land South Of Greenways Proposed Residential Annexe and Stable Building
	Application
Registered
	No Objection



13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial application. Firman Robert (Plot 232)/ Firman Valerie (Plot 233) – Paid in Full. The Parish Council approved the memorial application on the condition that the current low headstone (and various accoutrements) on Robert Firmin’s Plot (232) would have to be removed before the new headstone was laid. It was not possible to have two headstones for one individual. It would then be possible to place the new headstone between both Robert 232 and Valerie 233. If the family wished to keep the existing headstone for Robert, then all reference to him would need to be removed from the new headstone.
c) Maintenance. The pathways which were being mowed by the ‘phantom mower’ appeared to all associated with one family. Names on the related graves to be checked against records to identify who to contact to request that the mowing be stopped.									           Action: GF/Clerk
d) Cemetery Extension. Still awaiting  response from Land Registry.
14) Action Plan – July 2023
a) Allotment Rules – Agreed as no matters regarding the rules had been brought to the attention of the PC and that the rules had recently been revised in accordance with allotment rules nationally, no further revisions were necessary at this time.
b) Village Christmas tree – Source and order tree.							     Action: GF
c) FramNews Report – DL agreed to write this. Items to include:
i. Biodiversity & Climate Change Report
ii. RoSPA report
iii. Arrangements for the use of the tennis nets
iv. NCC Fix My Street									     Action: DL
Main Issues 
15) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060]School Community Project. See Item 9(a)
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change. 
a) Wild-flower Area. DL reported that this was now flourishing and thanked all those who had contributed to the planting and watering of the plants and particularly to the resident who had allowed her mains water to be used for hoses. It was good to see numerous people around the village taking their own action to  look after the village environment.
b) Bio Diversity Responsibilities: Parish Councils’ duties. The Environment Act 2021 had made changes to the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 in respect of biodiversity. Section 40 of the 2006 Act, in force 1 January 2023, which placed a duty on all local authorities, including parish councils, to from time to time consider what action the authority could properly take to further the general biodiversity objective for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity in England. All parish councils must take biodiversity into account in all their decisions and actions. DL stated that this responsibility was already included within the PC’s Climate Change & Biodiversity Policy.
17) Data Protection Registration: Self-Assessment. The annual Data Protection Certificate had been issued. Agreed to complete the ICO GDPR self-assessment questionnaire to check that the PC was meeting GDPR requirements. DW agreed to work with the Clerk on this matter. DL agreed to assist if required.	         				          Action: DW/Clerk
18) NCC FIX MY STREET Northumberland County Council had launched Fix My Street Pro (a new reporting procedure) to capture reporting of many issues such as fly-tipping, potholes and streetlights to name a few. Link: https://fix.northumberland.gov.uk/. Agreed to include information on this in the next FramNews report.					     Action: DL
19) Any Urgent Business 
a) Longframlington Website Quarterly Report April – June 2023

[image: ]
b) No Dog Signs on Tank Turn  Local residents had suggested that car drivers using the tank turn were unable to see the ‘No Dog’ signs when entering the KGV playing field and asked that the PC consider siting additional signs that could alert drivers. It was agreed that signs be placed around the tank turn fence. 			           Action: GA/Clerk			

20) Date of Next Meeting: 	WEDNESDAY 6th September 2023 at 7.00 p.m.in the Longframlington Memorial Hall
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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