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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
8.30PM on THURSDAY, 04 MAY 2023

Longhirst Village Hall
Agendas are also available online

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Coates, Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Peter Lovering, Cllr Chris Marr,
Cllr Jon Mills

APOLOGIES: Cllr Janet Quinn, Cllr Richard Tordoff, Cllr David Towns (NCC)

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk)

A PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
There were no members of the public present, and no issues had been sent in to
be raised.

B Update from Northumbria Police
There was no member of the Police present, and no update had been sent in.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Cllr Towns gave his apologies, and had not sent in any update.

D

i)

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:

Longhirst Colliery - Bill Dryden
Mr Dryden gave his apologies and had no issues to raise.

ii) Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
Mr Robson gave his apologies and had no issues to raise.

iii) Micklewood - Cllr J Mills
Longhirst Hall boundary wall ‘hole’
Members were very pleased to hear that the wall has now been reinstated.

Minutes signed by
Longhirst Parish Council Chair

Date approved
Minutes of meeting 04 May 2023

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/longhirst/documents/agenda


Page | 2 of 4

1 APOLOGIES
Apologies are listed above.

2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors are asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date.

Cllr J Mills noted that he is now a Director of Micklewood Park Residents’
Management Company Ltd, and asked how to update his declaration form. The
Clerk will send him instructions.

ACTION: CLERK / CLLR J MILLS

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 02 MARCH 2023
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

4.1 Fly Tipping link added to Parish Council website
This link is on the website.

4.2 Missing road sign near St John’s Church, and removal of unused signposts
An update has been requested from the County Council, but no reply has yet
been received.

4.3 Parish Association donation towards generator
The Parish Association is not yet ready to proceed with this.

4.4 Link from Parish website to Parish Council website
This has been done.

4.5 Meeting with Woodland Trust ref Paddock Wood
We have not yet had a reply to our request for a meeting; the Clerk is to chase
this up.

4.6 Lychgate repairs
A contractor has finally been appointed and the repair work will be starting work
soon.

5 PLANNING

5.1 Butterwell Disposal Point - 22/02869/FUL - revised application
A revised application was recently submitted, taking out the proposed staff
office, and the proposal to use reclaimed soil to improve the land at the site has
also been taken out. A final decision from the County Council is awaited.

5.2 Station Cottages, change of land use - 22/03679/FUL
A decision is awaited.

5.3 Dairy Lane, Longhirst Hall wall remediations - 18/01028/LBC
As noted above, the ‘hole’ has now been repaired and the wall reinstated.
Members felt the quality of the repair was not as good as it could have been but
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were pleased that it is finally completed. Access to the village for residents at
Micklewood remains an issue.

5.4 Stobswood Haul Road 20/00465/PREAPP / 22/02162/CCM
A decision is awaited.

6 BUSINESS

6.1 Cost of living crisis support
There were no issues raised.

6.2 Emergency Planning discussion (Cllr C Marr)
Cllr Marr reported back that he had attended a series of courses on emergency
planning. He found it useful and will present further information at a future
meeting. Broadly there is a need to clarify how to co-ordinate efforts, and to
discuss any issues of liability.

ACTION: CLLR C MARR

6.3 Warning Signs for Deer on Ulgham Lane - request from resident (Clerk)
A resident near Ulgham Lane had recently noted a couple of deer fatally injured
by the roadside, she understood these to have been hit by a car. She had
contacted Northumberland County Council to request warning signs are put up
to alert drivers but had initially been directed to make this request through the
Local Transport Plan.

The Clerk was unsure if the LTP was the correct mechanism for this request and
has contacted NCC to clarify this, including whether it is possible for the Parish
Council to purchase such a sign. She has not yet received any response.
Councillors decided to wait for further clarification and will revisit this at a future
meeting.

Cllr Fahy noted that a large number of wildlife in the Potland Park area has been
shot by poachers, often with the carcasses left in situ. He wondered if these deer
had also been shot rather than hit by a car.

ACTION: CLERK

6.4 Longhirst Wildlife Charity Trust: Coronation village celebrations (Cllr P Coates)
The Chair reported that sadly the tree planted for the Jubilee as part of the
Queen’s Green Canopy scheme has been damaged. Another tree may need to be
purchased with the costs estimated to be the same as before at circa £100.
Councillors agreed to purchase a new tree if necessary.

ACTION: CLLR P COATES

Cllr P Lovering will talk to Cllr R Tordoff about installing a protective fence; Cllr G
Fahy may have some suitable fencing that can be used.

ACTION: CLLRS G FAHY, P LOVERING, R TORDOFF

6.5 Ashington Road Flooding issues for discussion (Cllr P Coates)
There is no progress on this yet but the Chair will discuss future steps with Cllr D
Towns (NCC).

6.6 Potland Park issues - bridleway access and fly tipping (Cllr G Fahy)
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Has G Fahy noted that a local individual has been clearing the site of fly tipped
materials. He has so far collected large individual items, and a very large number
of bags that have been collected by the County Council. He appears to be
continuing his efforts. The Councillors expressed their sincerest thanks for his
heroic efforts. The Clerk has made enquiries with both Ellington & Linton, and
Pegswood Parish Councils, but is unable to find out his name or contact details.

6.7 North East Grains meeting feedback (Cllr P Coates)
The next meeting date has not yet been arranged but Cllr Coates will circulate
the date once it is known.

ACTION: CLLR P COATES
7 BUDGET

7.1 Bank Statements 23/24 and Bank Reconciliation
The Clerk had not had time to provide this information but it will be available for
the next meeting.

8 CONSULTATIONS

The Local Government Boundary Commission - closes 10 July 2023
A consultation on draft recommendations for division boundaries in
Northumberland has begun - this does affect the boundary for Longhirst.
Councillors agreed they are supportive of the changes and would like to submit
comments. The Commission would also like to hear from residents on their
views.

ACTION: ALL

9 REPORTS from Councillors (for any items not covered above)
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights)
There are no items to raise at this time

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:
7pm on Thursday, 06 JULY 2023 at Longhirst Village Hall

CLOSE OF MEETING AT 9.05 PM
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