[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		10th May 2023
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		Immediately after the Annual Village and Annual Parish Council Meetings at 7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT).
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, four members of the public, Clerk.				

The meeting opened at 8.14 p.m.

1) [bookmark: _Hlk134019713]Apologies for Absence – Dave Wellden (DW) 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 24 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk134019678]Consultation on draft recommendations for division boundaries in Northumberland
3) Declaration of Interests – DL – School Community Project, Planning Application 23/01365/FUL The Tealing
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- There had been no crimes reported in the Longframlington area between 01/04/23 – 09/05/23 which would have a wider community impact. Officers would continue to provide enhanced, visible patrols in the village.
6) County Councillors Report – TT reported that:
a) Village Spring Clean  This had been successful with about 9 volunteers. Next scheduled event was 14th June when all welcome.
b) Electric Vehicle Chargers. Vey disappointed that NCC had not consulted on this and in general there was a lack of engagement and care and attention. He would contact Simon Mavin to set up a meeting with TT and PC.         Action: TT
c) [bookmark: _Hlk135139814]New School. Very disappointed at the lethargy from the Education Department. Had awaited four months for their report on the proposed site just to receive a 4-line summary and the March update on Swarland School was still not forthcoming. TT agreed to set up meeting with Sue Aviston with all the necessary available disseminated in advance. 												      Action: TT
d) Garage Site. The planning permission for the garage site development at Felton was on hold. TT asked the Council if they would be interested in the acquisition of the current garage site in Longframlington to protect the land for the village as this may become another site for an NCC low-cost housing scheme. TT agreed to find out further information so that the PC would be in a position to discuss this matter. 							      Action: TT
e) Electric Vehicle Battery Plant. NCC were continuing to pursue this with the Australian development company.
f) Dog Bins. The dog bin at the Tantallon site was now buried under rubble and the seat was balanced on top of a wall.  Due to the loss of the dog bin the one at Rimside was overflowing with waste. TT agreed to speak to Tantallon to have the bin and seat put back and made good or replaced if damaged beyond repair.				      Action: TT
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 5th April 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN, Seconded GA, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues – These issues should take no longer than 60 minutes.
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. The promised report and recommendations agreed with the Head of Technical Services at the site meeting at the end of March had not been submitted and a condescending response had been received saying that Highways were to busy and for us to provide us with the date of our next meeting when the report would be submitted but requiring us to remind them of the dates in advance. Members agreed that this was not just appalling but also extremely embarrassing. This was one of a number of issues which NCC had failed to resolve satisfactorily.  The meeting agreed that there was no other way forward than to bring these issues to the attention of the Leader of the Council (GS) and to request a meeting with him with TT in attendance. Proposed GF, seconded  GS. All in Favour.				          						            Action: GF/Clerk
b) [bookmark: _Hlk134182220]Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. TT had met with the local businesses around the A697/Rothbury junction who had all agreed if the new parking restrictions were put in place, that they and their staff would park away from the junction in order to free up space for customers. The members agreed to support the revised option for the restrictions with:
· double yellow lines from the doctor’s surgery, around the junction and 10m along the southern side of the Rothbury Road
· A white lined no parking area  immediately on the corner of the A697/Rothbury Road
· Double yellow lines on A697 East adjacent Wardle Tce Nos 4 -7.				     Action: GF
c) Cussins Development at Longframlington Cussins had contacted the Clerk to ask if we had received anything from Liz Simmonen (LS),regarding the alternatives to the new bus stops which she had agreed were not appropriate, as they had been unsuccessful in making contact. It was agreed that TT would chase this up with LS and to raise this as one of the issues with GS										 Action: TT
d) Website – Review  All financial documents, procedures, agendas and minutes were up to date. AGAR documentation to be uploaded following approval at this meeting. Clerk had no time to do anything further on this matter. NT agreed to become the second administrator for the site for News and Events information. DL to provide support. Clerk to arrange Password for NT.									                  Action: Clerk
e) Issues reported to Highways including:
i) Lighting bollard on traffic island on A697 at south entrance to village. New bollards had been installed
ii) Kerbstones on Rothbury Rd between A697 junction and St Mary’s Church. Now repaired.
iii) Potholes:  The following: A697 adjacent North End Cemetery /Cairn Park / two  South end of the Village Green / one  potholes A697 South, had been repaired. Cairn Park still required attention?
iv) Water leak on A697 below Rothbury Surgery Repaired
v) Road condition at lower end of Church Street Some potholes had been repaired
vi) Condition of footpaths throughout the village. Graham Bucknall had asked for Inspection of the general state of the village footpaths. He suspected some may require overlays to make a real difference, but these would have to be referred to the LTP.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of April including VAT Repayment 2022-23 Approved.
	04/04/2023
	NCC Ref 5188555
	Precept First Half
	5000.00

	04/04/2023
	Smart & Hogan
	Allotment fees (3b)
	10.00

	14/04/2023
	NCC Ref 5194161
	Grant Coronation Community Fund
	480.00

	17/04/2023
	Carrol Hessey
	Donation Yvonne Scanlon bench
	432.41

	19/04/2023
	HMRC Vtr
	VAT Repayment
	1050.46

	
	
	Total
	6972.87



b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of April 2022. Approved.
	03/04/2023
	Mrs N G Apthorpe 
	Deposit Bouncy Castle to A1 Bounce
	118.00

	12/04/2023
	North Northumberland Hospice
	Donation
	200.00

	20/04/2023
	N/land ALC
	National Affiliation Fee & Website Fee
	368.01

	20/04/2023
	BHIB Insurance
	Insurance Renewal
	782.55

	20/04/2023
	Peter Basnett
	Internal Audit y.e. 31st march 2023
	273.00

	01/05/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	634.32

	01/05/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	144.80

	02/05/2023
	A1 Bounce
	Balance Bouncy Castle to A1 Bounce
	351.00

	02/05/2023
	Gavin Christie
	Village Maintenance - April 2023
	364.00

	03/05/2023
	SLCC
	Clerk's Annual membership renewal fee
	177.00

	
	
	Total
	3412.68

	British Gas. The Parish Council had been assessed as eligible as a non-domestic customer under the new Government’s Energy Bill Discount Scheme and a discount had been applied. As a consequence, the electricity account currently was £74.49 in credit and no payments have been made in the month.. 


c) Requests for donations. Letter of thanks received from North Northumberland Hospice who hadoffered to come to a PC meeting to discuss the work of the hospice. No other requests.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 3rd May  2023. Approved
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	as at 25th April 2023
	Community account
	
	61414.43

	
	Business Saver
	
	6118.24

	
	
	
	
	67532.67

	Less unpresented payments
	01/05/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	634.32
	

	
	01/05/2023
	HMRC
	144.80
	

	
	02/05/2023
	A1 Bounce
	351.00
	

	
	02/05/2023
	Gavin Christie
	364.00
	

	 
	03/05/2023
	SLCC
	177.00
	1671.12

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	65861.55

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	65861.55



e) Insurance 2023/24. Renewal documentation received along with guidance on cover for village events and bouncy castles. Details had been passed to GA.
f) Internal Auditor’s Report 2022/23. Auditor had certified that he had completed the audit and was satisfied that robust financial and administrative management continue to operate effectively and provide a sound audit trail. He had also completed the audit section of the AGAR return.
g) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2022/23:
i) To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor No actions identified.
ii) To approve 2022/23 – Statement of Control Approved.
iii) To approve Sections 1 - Annual Governance Statement; Approved.
iv) To approve Section 2 - Accounting Statement & Explanation of Variances,  Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation to be submitted with AGAR Approved. 
v) Agree the period for the exercise of public rights. the inspection period to commence on 5th June 2023 and end on 14th July 2023was agreed.
10) Allotments
a) Management.
b) Maintenance. 
i) Spoil heap had been removed
ii) Stone Wall adjoining West House  offending plants  had been cut back. Wall in need of repair. 	 Action: Clerk
iii) Other repairs were ongoing.
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk135142565]Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.   Chippings particularly at the swings require raking.
b) Sports Courts and Playground – Inspection report in preparation for RoSPA inspection.  The following issues were identified:
i) Chippings particularly at the swings require raking. Raking party agreed 17th May 2023		    Action: ALL
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk135142827]Paint on multi-gym requires touching up							   Action: DW
iii) Bin store top rail adjacent Sports Court.  Repair required.					   Action: DW
iv) Five a Side Nets on Sports Court. To be removed.						     Action: GF
c) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. To be undertaken at same time as raking party.		               Action: GA/GF
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00624/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00625/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04155/FUL
	Bluebell Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	[bookmark: _Hlk134027526]22/04755/FUL
	1 The Paddock Longframlington. Extension to existing dwelling with change of use of part agricultural land to domestic use
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	23/00266/LBC
	Land Northwest of The Dairy Low Town Farm Listed Building Consent 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00960/FUL
	Shirlaw House Church Street. Two-storey rear extension and alterations
	Application
Registered
	No Objection

	[bookmark: _Hlk135130444]23/01365/FUL
	The Tealing - Single-storey extension and internal alterations
	Application
Registered
	No objection


22/04755/FUL	1 The Paddock Longframlington.  The building of the boundary wall which was exceeding the current planning permission had been reported to Planning Enforcement who said until 22/04755/FUL was approved or otherwise they could not look into this any further, as there may be a boundary condition added.	
13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance including:
i) Additional flower holders This work was now completed. Thanks to DW.
d) Cemetery Extension. Still awaiting the final documentation from the land registry and due to GF’s injured leg the marking out and scale plans could not be done these would be done when GF was able to do so.
14) Action Plan – May 2023: 
a) Japanese Knotweed – inspect known areas						               Action: GF/GA
Main Issues –.
15) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060][bookmark: _Hlk134019752][bookmark: _Hlk135143887]School Community Project. The brief summary from Sue Aviston concerning the suitability in terms of size of the proposed school site which stated the area was less than ½ size required, provided no information as to how this decision had been reached. It would appear that they had used the average size of an urban school which was inappropriate for Longframlington. The size should be determined by the numbers of pupils. The Committee had met on 26th April where it had been agreed that TT request further detailed information with a full explanation of how the decision on size had been made and this to be submitted by 15th May. The March briefing paper on Swarland School was still not available. It was agreed that these issues be included in the agenda for the meeting with GS .				           		            Action: GF/Clerk
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee  DL
a) TPO Update Reply received from NCC with apologies for delay. The TPO request had been made on 13th December 2022 They did not think there was an immediate threat to the trees. The officer had said that she would discuss the request with colleagues, make a visit in the next couple of weeks and then make an assessment. She had asked for further information on reasons for the request and level of urgency. Members were very disappointed at this response and the lack of urgency.  Clerk to respond and this matter be added to the agenda with GS.		            Action: GF/Clerk
b) Tom Thorne had provided the timber for the perimeter of the wild flower meadow free of charge and had assisted in erecting this. He had also agreed to deal with the management of the thistles in his field. Members expressed their thanks. There had been a good deal of interest regarding the wild flower meadow and it was agreed to apportion areas for individuals and groups to self-manage. The PC would arrange the re-siting of the dog waste bin if required.
17) King’s Coronation Event. Despite the rain this had been a very successful event where everyone appeared to enjoy themselves. The crafts session was not well attended but the kids football match had been great. Thanks to all those who helped with the event. A job well done under difficult circumstances.
18) [bookmark: _Hlk134086915]Longframlington Road Safety & Footpath Upkeep  The email from Laura Bridges (LB) concerning this matter was read out. LB had indicated that she would speak to this issue at the Annual Village Meeting but was not present. The focus of the letter was concerning the safety of pedestrians along the village footpaths and in particular the lack of a footpath between St Laurence Court and Fram Park, the need for a pedestrian crossing on the A697 and the introduction of 20-mph speed limits. In response GF explained that as part of  planning permission: the site at North End Dairy would have to install a footpath from its entrance to meet up with the footpath at St. Laurence Court, and have to install street lighting as far as the entrance to Harrogate Lane; the four houses known as the Paddock required a footpath along its length but was not required to provide street lighting as the area was assessed by NCC as semi-rural. The Parish Council objected to all planning applications for housing estates along the Alnwick Ford road for many of the reasons raised by LB, especially regarding safety, including on the A697, but were not supported by local residents, and the applications were  approved by NCC. It did however get a further application for 24 houses between St Laurence Court and The paddock, refused by the Planning Inspectorate. The PC had campaigned for many years to get a full pedestrian crossing on the A697 and continued to do so. However, all NCC surveys had concluded that there was not sufficient pedestrian traffic to merit this. It did however get several drop kerb crossing points installed to indicate the safest places to cross and were successful in making the Fenwick Park planning permission include a footpath from Fenwick Park to Knogley Way and down to the bus stops and shops, so that people could walk in safety instead of using the A697. It also campaigned for a traffic calming system on West Rd/Rothbury Rd. which while installed still needed further improvements and the PC was working with NCC to do this. With regard to 20 mph speed limits, the Council was aware that in some villages where installed, the residents had them removed, as although most residents abide by the limits, they found it increased speeding and overtaking by traffic passing through. It was agreed to respond to Ms Bridges to this effect and inform her that if she wanted to pursue the 20-mph speed limit, it would need the residents living on the road to agree and put pressure on NCC, as well as involving Cllr Thorne.					            Action: GF/Clerk
19) Longframlington Public Footpath No.19  (123/019) Villa Lane Caravan Site  Complaint received from residents that this footpath looked to being blocked/closed by developer. Reported to NCC Footpaths officer who had spoken to the developer and they had agreed to meet on site to discuss the waymarking of the path across the site. NCC had assured the PC that they would protect and assert the public's rights along this footpath.
20) [bookmark: _Hlk134086973][bookmark: _Hlk134086885]Proposed installation by NCC of Electric Vehicle Chargers on Rothbury Road. This matter was dealt in full at the Annual Village Meeting. It was agreed that GF would provide a response to Ken Bruce on this matter.		           Action: GF/Clerk
21) Request for permission for bouncy castle for end of school year party.  We had received a request from Louise Fox for permission of the use of a bouncy castle on the Green for this year’s end of school party. The PC agreed to support this request and to pay for the hire as long as the hire company’s health and safety regulations and insurance cover and our own Insurance company’s regulations permitted. Clerk to check out.							 Action: Clerk
22) Invasive plants along streams and rivers.  The Northumberland Rivers Trust had received funding to actively treat invasive plants along our streams and rivers this summer and autumn. As there were no water courses in the Parish no further action was required.
23) Consultation outcome re proposed merger between 3 Rivers Learning Trust & Tyne Community Learning Trust. Following a review of the consultation feedback both Boards had made the decision to continue with the merger process to its conclusion and the creation of the new Trust to be named Cheviot Learning Trust. It was anticipated that the Trust would be formed on 1st September 2023.
24) Any Urgent Business - To hear any other urgent matters councillors have raised in 2 above.
a) Consultation on draft recommendations for division boundaries in Northumberland. The proposed boundary changes did not affect Longframlington. The Boundary Commission were proposing that Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst move into Longhorsley Ward. It was agreed to write to Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council to say that LPC would support any decision they made on this matter and whatever the outcome, this would not alter the existing strong relationship (and arrangements, including the LEAP and Cemetery) between the two councils.				 Action: Clerk
25) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: TUESDAY  6th JUNE at 7.00 p.m. 

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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