[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		6th June 2023
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), 
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, one member of the public, Clerk.				

The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.

1) Apologies for Absence – Natalie Taylor (NT), Diane Lakey (DL)
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 21 below 
a) Bus Shelter Noticeboard, West End, Rothbury Road
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) To discuss the lack of response times and the shortcomings the Parish Council is experiencing when dealing with certain Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments. In attendance: Cllr Glen Sanderson (GS), Leader of the County Council and Rob Murfin (RM) Executive Director of Planning and Local Services, NCC.
GF welcomed GS and RM to the meeting. He explained that our concerns were not focussed upon individual NCC officers but what appeared to be, an endemic approach across the County Council, in dealing with Parish Council Issues. The PC were constantly struggling to get responses from the Council and there were long delays in them fulfilling their obligations. There were several issues which the PC brought to their attention:
 Planning:
•      Validation of applications 
Two Varyco applications where development had continued beyond the red line and where hedgerows had been removed without permission. No original plans were provided with Varyco applications making it hard to make comparisons. These matters had been reported to Planning by the PC It was not the PC’s job to police developments, yet it has had to report numerous issues which were not being picked up by NCC Planning staff. RM asked that reference nos. for these applications be sent to him in order for him to follow up. Original plans could be found on the Related Applications Tab on the Planning website, but it was acknowledged that further developments on accessibility were required.  
•      Enforcement. 
When Enforcement was informed of a breach they said they were unable to act until an associated Full application had been considered. RM replied that where approval had not been granted, developers continued work at their own risk. NCC were lobbying Government to deal with retrospective approvals more harshly.
•      Ensuring developments are completed to the planning conditions.
GF asked who was checking that conditions were met at the end of a development. It didn’t appear to be happening. RM replied that there was insufficient manpower to do this and 90% of councils across the country were experiencing the same difficulty. However, Building Control had responsibility that developments met building regulations.
Four Properties at Land West of Meadow Lodge had a condition to make a pedestrian footpath along the highway adjacent these properties but this work was outstanding. RM requested information on the reference for this.
North End Diary Street Lighting had a condition to provide street lighting but again this had not as yet materialised. RM said if the developer did not comply then NCC would install and recharge them. It may be that the Highways Engineers had not as yet signed of the developers plans for this. 
· Cussins Developments & Condition to install two bus stops
This had been a condition made by NCC and upheld on Appeal. The PC had indicated that bus stops were not required at the initial planning stage as there was no regular bus service along this stretch of road and it would be dangerous as there was insufficient  space. It had ad been agreed with NCC that this condition was unnecessary and that the funding could diverted to other highways improvements identified by the PC. However, the PC were still awaiting final confirmation and agreement. RM agreed to follow this up.
 Highways :
•      Design and installation of projects in the village
The installation of the traffic calming measures on the Rothbury Rd had been very problematic, and NCC had consistently ignored the PCs advice that some of the chicanes particularly the one near the Rothbury Rd/Hightown junction, were in the wrong places and dangerous. The issues had dragged on for over 2 ½  yrs. and numerous promised reports and designs had been severely delayed. There was much concern from residents who had lost faith in  the County Councils’ ability to address important village issues. If the changes had been made at the time they had been reported, the cost of making changes would have been minimal whereas now these were considerable. The PC had been asked to make a contribution to redress NCCs mistakes. GS stated that this situation should never have happened. GS and RM agreed to look into this to find out how this situation arose and if NCC were found to be culpable, then it would bear the cost.
•      Failure to consult on the installation of EV charging points.
NCC had begun the installation of fast charging EV points on the Rothbury Rd without consultation with the PC or the community. The site was inappropriate and had caused much consternation in the village. GS/RM agreed that this should not have occurred. RM said there was a definite need to review the procedures for agreeing and installing EV points. With respect to slow charging points, it was hoped that a revision of by-laws would allow embedded cross pavement installation of slow charging cables.
Education
· Lack of response from Education regarding reports with respect to the New School project & Swarland School
Following a meeting with Sue Aviston(SA) in December regarding the suitability of the Hall Field site for a new school build in Longframlington, the promised reports had not appeared and only a 4-line response on the size of the site had been received. GS asked that the PC write to SA outlining the issues and to request a meeting to which he would attend if available. He agreed to speak to SA on the following day to inform her of the intended actions. RM agreed that there was a need to plan for a new school build given the current building had only 15 years useful life . He asked that he be kept informed on all issues on this matter.
 Ecology
•      Tree preservation: Failure to respond to TPO requests.  
After advice received from NCC, and being informed that a TPO which had been submitted was not correctly confirmed, the PC submitted a request for two woodland TPOs in the village. It had been informed this was not a priority and was still awaiting a  response to our reply. RM requested details to be forwarded to him.
· Ecology Assessments for Planning Applications
As a community which was very conscious of its ecology, the PC were concerned that ecological assessments seemed only to be focussed on bat and great crested newt populations, whilst other important fauna and flora were ignored. RM was surprised as most comments from PCs were that too demanding assessment was taking place . He explained that it was likely that more rigorous criteria would be applied when the new Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) system was introduced.
Cllr Thorne arrived at 7.55 p.m.
GS stated this was not the kind of feedback that he wanted to receive given the improvements NCC had made in communications and dialogue with local councils. He asked for him to be copied in to any issues that the PC experienced in future. In that way, it would ensure that we did not have the same kind of unhappiness which the Parish Council had clearly experienced with NCC over recent months.
The following actions were agreed
 Relevant Information on the following to be forwarded to Rob Murfin:
· Planning Issues							
· Cussins Development- Bus stops
· TPOs
· Ecology
· EV Charging points
· Traffic Calming Rothbury Road - Chicane
Information request on the new school build to be forwarded to Sue Aviston
Cllr Thorne stated that he was not happy with Cllr Sanderson’s response with respect to the new school build. He believed that nobody at County Hall was taking the matter seriously. This was an important matter given the life expectancy of the Swarland building was only 15 years.
Cllr Sanderson and Rob Murfin left at 8.10 p.m.
6) Community Police Report
Crimes Reported : There had been no crimes reported in the Longframlington area between 01/04/23 – 28/05/23 which would have a wider community impact. 
Anti-social behaviour / Incidents of note: Officers would continue to provide enhanced, visible patrols in the village. 
A number of emails from Lynne Roxburgh had been received from regarding the use of the sports court by youths playing football late at night after the official closure at 9.00 p.m. and a group wandering onto the Armstrong’s land had been received. GF had placed a notice on the PC Facebook page.
7) County Councillors Report
a) There was to be a further village clean-up on 14th June and TT was hoping for a good attendance
b) Dog show had been very successful. Surprising number of people attended who TT did not know.
There were no questions for Cllr Thorne.
8) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GA, Seconded GN, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues 
9) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. NCC had produced three options for improvements to the chicane near the junction of the Rothbury Rd and Hightown.  The members agreed  to Option 3 which relocated the current island further west on the north side of the road, added an additional chicane on the south side approx. 20 m from the junction and moved the junction markings 0.6m out into the Rothbury Road. Whilst GS & RM had indicated that if the delays/ in correct placement of the chicane were found to be NCC’s responsibility, then they would pay for the whole of the relocation of the chicane.  TT agreed to contribute £5k towards the cost if this was not upheld. The Parish Council agreed to match TT’s contribution. GF to inform NCC Highways of the Council’s preferred option.		   Action: GF
b) Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. GF had informed NCC Highways of the preferred option for the parking restrictions at the junction. 
c) Despite a previous agreement not to NCC had now placed temporary no waiting cones on both sides of the Rothbury Road, between the junction with A697 and junction with Old Memorial Hall, during the A6344 road repairs, because traffic was being directed along this route by Satnav which had increased the expected usage. There had been complaints regarding the cones on the north side of the road and GF had asked NCC to remove these, which they had. The temporary traffic calming measures on the Rothbury Road had reduced speed to 20 MPH. There had been many incidents of people driving at much faster rates and vehicles overtaking traffic travelling at 20 MPH. It was agreed to ask the police to carry out speed checks.										    Action: GF
It was disappointing to see that local businesses were continuing to park their vehicles at the A697/Rothbury Rd junction even thought they had been asked by TT not to do this.
d) Proposed installation by NCC of Electric Vehicle Chargers on Rothbury Road. NCC had asked the Parish Council to 
propose areas within the village where they would prefer. The following were proposed:
i) Fast Charger. The grassed area at the junction of the A697 and Old Swarland Road and possibly on the verge immediately across from this area.
ii) Slow Charger.
· Grassed area at Fenwick Park Junction.
e) Cussins Development at Longframlington - Bus Stops. See Item 5 above.
Cllr Thorne left at 8.35 p.m.
f) Longframlington Welcome Booklet. FramNews would not be producing a hard copy version. GA agreed to edit the current edition for the PC Webpage. Details which were likely to change frequently e.g., shop opening times, to be removed. As this was a considerable exercise, it was agreed GA to undertake this at her convenience. 			     Action: GA 
g) Japanese Knotweed – No reports of knotweed anywhere in the village. As this had been the situation for a number of years it was agreed to remove this item from the Parish Council Action Plan.				 Action: Clerk
h) VAS Sign North End Repair.  Repaired. 
i) [bookmark: _Hlk136523465]Request for permission for bouncy castle for end of school year party.  Detailed information on regulations and cover from both A1 Bounce and our Insurers had been received. GF/Clerk had scrutinised this information and recommended the only way forward, if this was to go ahead, was that the PC take over responsibility and supervision of the bouncy castle element of the event and pay for the hire. This would mean there was sufficient cover, a guarantee that the event be supervised and that the party organiser(s) would not be liable for claims. Clerk had written to Louise Fox to outline the situation and conditions and she had replied agreeing and thanking the PC for their support. Clerk & Louise to finalise arrangements for booking etc. Agreed. 								 Action: Clerk
j) Public Footpath across West Lane Caravan Site.  The NCC Footpaths Officer had met the developer and impressed upon him the need to leave a path through the site.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of May. None
b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the month of May. Approved.
	02/06/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	107.40

	02/06/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	432.48

	
	
	Total
	539.88



c) Requests for donations. Request for a Donation to Citizens Advice Northumberland. £100 approved.	 Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation to 30th June 2023. Approved
	Balance per bank statements as at 25th May 2023
	£

	Community account
	59743.31

	Business Saver
	6118.24

	
	65861.55

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	
	02/06/2023
	HMRC
	107.40
	

	
	02/06/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	432.48
	

	 
	
	
	
	539.88

	Uncredited Deposits 
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	65321.67

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	65321.67



11) Allotments
a) Management. No issues
b) Maintenance including
i. Repairs to Stone Wall adjoining West House. Agreed to ask Aidan Clark to undertake work.	            Action: Clerk/GF
ii. Dripping Tap. Repaired.


12) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  Hole adjacent the top of the big slide on the hill had been repaired.  
b) Sports Courts and Playground – Actions following inspection report in preparation for RoSPA inspection. 
i. Chippings particularly at the swings require raking. Completed.
ii. Paint on multi-gym requires touching up. Completed.
iii. Bin store top rail adjacent Sports Court.  Repaired.
iv. Five-a-Side Nets on Sports Court. Removed.	
c) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. Completed
d) Request to replace damaged tennis net and posts. Email received from Anne Lowrie requesting the replacement of the tennis nets and posts and concerns about damage when these were being taken down by non-tennis users. GF reported that DW had carried out effective repairs to the posts and winding mechanism and these should be good for some time if looked after. It was agreed that:
i) New nets be purchased
ii) Line marking paint to be purchased and line marking to be undertaken
iii) That the nets and posts should be stored in the storage area at the back of the sportscourt at all times, other than when in use. That it would be up to those using the nets to set these up each time they were used and put back into the storage area when finished. A note to this effect to be placed on the PC Facebook page.	     	     Action: GF
GF reported that the Clerk was often being contacted by residents at evenings and weekends and it was agreed that he should put an Out-of-Office notice both on email and phone during these times.			Action: Clerk
e) Drainage solution to multigym area (deferred from 4th March 2023 meeting). No action to be taken at this time. Situation to be reviewed later in the year.
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting. There were currently no requests for consultation that had not already been commented on.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00624/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00625/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 
	GRANTED
	See previous minutes for details

	[bookmark: _Hlk134027526]22/04755/FUL
	1 The Paddock Longframlington. Extension and change of use of agricultural land
	REFUSED
	See previous minutes for details 

	23/00960/FUL
	Shirlaw House Church Street. Two-storey rear extension and alterations
	PERMITTED
	See previous minutes for details

	[bookmark: _Hlk135130444]23/01365/FUL
	The Tealing - Single-storey extension and internal alterations
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details



13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None
b) Memorial applications. Nina Grint. Paid in Full. Approved
c) Maintenance. The phantom mower had reappeared and had been mowing areas around a particular group of graves.  The close mowing was problematic in that it: encouraged moss to grow and the grass to die off in dry weather; was out of character with the rest of the cemetery; and may encourage others to do the same, which would leave the cemetery looking a mess. GF/GN to investigate further.						               Action: GF/GN
d) Cemetery Extension. GF/DW had measured and marked out the new extension and GF has produced a scale plan, which together with copies of NCC planning department’s confirmation that no further planning was required, Home Office permission to use the land for a cemetery and a plan of the location showing the area to be consecrated had been submitted to the solicitor.
14) Action Plan – June 2023
a) Review Action plan . No community feed back received. Inspection of Japanese Knotweed to be removed.	Action : Clerk
b) Allotments – carry out inspections.							               Action: GF/GA
c) Village Inspection – check hedges, trees and weeds for report to NCC.				     Action: All
d) Pension Auto-enrolment. Completed. Clerk has again declined offer to join pension scheme
e) Longframlington Emergency Action Plan Meeting – to arrange meeting to review Plan and Procedures. As the Plan had only recently been approved and that there appeared to be no significant changes required at this time it was agreed to send out a message to the LEAP Group to ask if anyone felt that there was a need for a meeting at this time.	 Action: Clerk
Main Issues 
15) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060]School Community Project. Issues dealt with under Item 5
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change 
a) TPO Update. Clerk had written as agreed about our concerns regarding the delay on this. Delivery receipt has been received but no other response.
b) Seeding of Wildflower area. Had been undertaken and was very successful involving family/friendship groups planting their own areas. Seedlings were already appearing.
17) To consider acquisition of the garage site behind Cherryhope/Knogley Way. At the last meeting TT had asked the Council to consider this so that the area could not be used by NCC for housebuilding.  TT had written to the Clerk to say that he would first have to see how NCC proceeded with the acquisition of the garage site in Felton before giving any information on this. Agreed to remove item from the agenda until further information was received.				 Action: Clerk
18) To agree the Parish Councils three priorities for the LTP Programme Consultation 2024-25. The following three priorities were agreed:
i) Implementation of the parking restrictions agreed with NCC Highways on A697/Rothbury Road Junction.
ii) Resurfacing of dangerous footpaths around the Village.
iii) Speed Restrictions  entering the village on A697 both North and South. This was previously requested but rejected as NCC had indicated that these sections of road did not meet the criteria for speed reduction as there was no frontage development, few junctions and the road alignment was generally straight. It was agreed that the problem was due to the alignment being straight that drivers were approaching the village at speed and therefore this priority should be submitted again with an explanation to this effect.						 Action: Clerk
19) Request for dog waste bin in the region of Fenwick Park Longframlington. A request had been received from a resident via NCC for another dog waste bin in the region of Fenwick Park Longframlington The Clerk had informed the resident that the purchase of street waste bins was the responsibility of the Parish Council. The County Council could however collect the waste from additional bins but we had to gain their agreement for this. Cllr Thorne had contacted Tantallon to require them to put back the bin adjacent their site. The County Council no longer agreed to the siting of dog waste bins as they had had many problems with them. Instead, dual purpose waste bins (both dog and general waste) were permitted. As both types of waste are incinerated at the waste incinerator at Teesside which was then used to generate electricity, there was no reason to separate dog waste from general waste. The Council agreed that they would want to monitor how the replacement of the bin adjacent the Tantallon development improved the situation prior to purchasing another bin.
20) Actions following report of corn impregnated with rat poison around Cairn Park area.  Two weeks ago, a resident had reported impregnated bait being dropped in gardens (possibly by birds) and on the streets around this area. He had reported this to NCC who had taken no action. The Parish Council informed the Police who followed this up and visited the area. Since then, no further communication had been received on this matter.
21) Any Urgent Business 
a) Bus Shelter Noticeboard, West End, Rothbury Road  The second lock on the noticeboard was becoming temperamental and very difficult to open and close (the first lock had been removed as it was beyond repair) and the Perspex sheet had been very badly scratched making it hard to read the notices. It was coming to the end of its working life. Now that all meeting papers were also published on the Parish Webpage, it was agreed to remove this noticeboard, and then monitor the situation. 									          Action: GF: Clerk.
22) Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 5th JULY 2023 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting closed at 9.31 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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