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Blanchland Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting 

Blanchland Village Hall 

On Tuesday 21st February 2023 at 7.00pm 
 

Present: Councillors, Mr T Bowers, Chair, Mr R O’Connor, Mr M Kennedy, Mr M Forster, Mr D Kelly, Mr 
C Horncastle. Clerk Mrs C Asquith.  
1. Apologies:  
2. Declarations of Interest: Councillors Kennedy Councillor Bowers and Forster Village Hall/Felons 

and B&H Show. Councillor Kelly and O’Connor B&H Show. Carolyn Asquith, Blanchland Artisan 
Markets 2023 and B&H Show. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 15th November 2022: Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved. 

4. Matters Arising:  
4.1 Birkside Baybridge Drainage/Flooding at Baybridge/Kerbside at Clapshaw:  no update 

from Glen Harrison, Councillor Horncastle suggested email again and cc him into email. 
Councillors commented that drainage trucks had been working in the village recently. 
Councillor Forster to provide the “what 3 words” for the area on B6306. The Clerk will post a 
link on Facebook Page to “Fix my Street”, which is the app the County Council will be 
adopting for reporting items such as pot holes and lighting, this will remind the community that 
anyone can report issues to NCC. The Clerk will also report the substantial pot holes on 
B6306 as you leave the village on the approach to Park Bank and further issues up past 
Cowbyres and beyond. There is also an issue at The Rope Barn, Councillor O’Connor has 
reported. The issue at the front of the entrance to the Village Hall and Felons has not yet been 
rectified and Councillor Horncastle recommended emailing Richard Mackenzie and cc him 
into the email.  

4.2 Slaley Forest Access Public Meeting: No further updates still awaiting survey.  
4.3 Bridle Paths and Public Footpaths: Blanchland – Baybridge Riverside path - Duncan 

Lovatt and other parties have discussed the short term fixes and this is ongoing. The Clerk is 
to follow this up and also send a message to Duncan and his team and include Michael Evans 
and Victoria Black from Savills with regard to the possibility of a new path to make the walk 
more accessible. The Clerk also notified the council that there have been complaints of 
motorised bikes using footpaths, although no evidence remains and also horses have been 
using the permissive footpath from Blanchland to Baybridge, there are hoof prints and 
manure on the path, Concerns that this is a narrow path in places and popular with dog 
walkers and families. Clerk to post a reminder on Facebook and also contact Savills regarding 
the usage and signage on the access to the path. The Clerk also to contact Victoria – Savills 
re: The Kissing Gate on the Show Field which has not yet been replaced.  

4.4 Grit and Salt Piles: Notification that the Salt bins were in stock but the company weren’t 
happy with the quality and they were sent back, they will advise when new order has arrived.    

4.5 Blanchland Place Making Scheme: Council met with Michael Evans, Victoria Black, 
Richard Mackenzie and the landscapers in February to discuss the options for the scheme, 
mostly involving the main junction in the village. The suggestions were largely agreed with. 
Savills are hoping to present this to the whole village, and will notify the Clerk when a date is 
agreed, this can then be advertised on Facebook and in Noticeboards.  

4.6 Platinum Jubilee: No suggestions were forthcoming from residents so the Council agreed to 
use the corporate logo for The Platinum Jubilee, Councillor Forster and Kennedy to complete 
the order. It was discussed that the budget is still £400 and a dressed stone would look very 
fitting for the plaque to be set into/onto, Michael Kennedy to look into this. The Clerk asjed if 
this could be done by April, they will advise accordingly.  

4.7 Parish Funds - Picnic bench/PA system: Picnic benches will both be installed on the 
playing field before the Easter holidays. The PA system is no longer required as the Show is 
looking to make alternative arrangements.   

4.8 Retiring Post Man: The Post Man is now leaving on the 25th March a significant amount has 
been raised and Councillor O’ Connor has organised a card to be signed and will organise the 
gift and cash to be ready for the leaving date.  
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4.9 Warm Hub/Northern Power Grid Foundation. The grant application was successful and 

the payment is due to be made by cheque. This will cover most of the cost of the new 
generator and the additional wiring to ensure that the Village Hall can be used in times of 
need by the local residents in a power outage. There is a delay with the cheques and the 
Clerk will inform the council once the cheque has arrived. The Councillors also advised that 
the Village Hall is not a warm hub and this element of the minutes will be changed for the next 
meeting, so that this agenda items refers only to the Northern Power Grid Foundation. 

4.10 Landline Phones: Councillor O’Connor, Kelly and The Clerk now have landline phones that 
will work in a power outage situation. Provided by Guy Opperman’s office.  

4.11 Blanchland Village Spring and Christmas Fair: Dates confirmed for Saturday 29th April 
and Saturday 25th November. The events will use the Village Hall, Lord Crewe Gatehouse 
and the Abbey. There is a working party who have met to discuss issues and organise these 
events, Carolyn and David Asquith have distributed fliers to all village residents.  

4.12 Keeping Blanchland Beautiful 2022- 23: This should be raised as part of the Place Making 
Scheme and if we were to consider a Village in Bloom completion it would need the 
participation of a large part of the community. The Clerk also notified the Council about the 
large amount of dog waste which has not been picked up on the green overlooking the bridge 
and the river, and more signage and a Facebook reminder will follow shortly.  

4.13 Arch Noticeboard: The BCDO agreed to pay for the Noticeboard and it is now in-situ and is 
managed by Dave Hull. 
 

5. Finances: 
5.1 Current statement/Balance: £1017.00 (includes £400 Platinum Jubilee Funds) 
5.2 Petty Cash: - £3.62 Council agreed a £15 petty cash payment would be made in cheque 

0052 to Mrs C A Asquith to cover day to day outgoings.  
5.3 Clerk Wages: £107.73 cheque 0053 signed by TB and MF. Clerk also advised the Council 

that the National Living Wage is due to increase from 9.50 per hour to £10.42 from April 2023 
and in addition the Clerks broadband charges are increasing by 3.1% = approx. £5 per month 
from March, the Council pays 1/3 of this cost.  

6. New Business: 
6.1 Donations: No donation requests this meeting. 
6.2 Coronation Fund: There is a fund of £500 available to community groups and organisations 

for the Coronation weekend, from the Community Chest at NCC. The Clerk has spoken to 2 
local residents who would like to form a working party and organise an event. The Council and 
the Clerk happy to support as required.  

 
 
 

Meeting closed 8.40 pm 
 
Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Tuesday 23rd May at 7pm 2023 in the Village Hall – This 
will also be the AGM and Annual Parish Meeting and will be subject to the other speakers being 
available.  
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