[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		1st March 2023
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT)Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, PCSOs Phillip Davidson & Daniel, two members of the public,					Palmer, Clerk
				.
The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 

1) Apologies for Absence – Diane Lakey (DL)
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 20 below. 
a) Litter at former caravan park, Villa Lane. 
b) West Road Garage Development.
c) [bookmark: _Hlk128404707]Voter ID.
d) Leisure Facility at Rothbury
3) Declaration of Interests – None.
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None
5) [bookmark: _Hlk128919512]Community Police Report Jan -March 2023- PCSO Phillip Davidson presented the report:
Crimes Reported: There have been no crimes reported in the Longframlington area between 01/01/23 – 01/03/23 which would have a wider community impact. 
Anti-social behaviour / Incidents of note: There have been some reports of an individual riding a quad bike between Rimside View and Armstrong Grove. This individual will be spoken to again and warned prior to further action being taken. Neighbourhood Officers will continue to conduct speed checks in the village and speak with any motorists
 parking inconsiderately. 
Residents are encouraged to report any suspicious activity or anti-social behaviour via 101 or web submission and register on the police alerts website: Northumbria Connected at https://northumbriaconnected.co.uk/
	Officers will continue to provide enhanced, visible patrols in the village where resources allow. 
PCSOs Phillip Davidson & Daniel Palmer left meeting at 7.45 p.m.
6) County Councillors Report 
a) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Road. At long last the report had been received from Neil Snowdon. Highways were wanting the system to bed down in order to see what happens, before taking any further action.
b) Rubbish from Tantallon site blowing into Embleton Hall Woods. TT had spoken with the developer on three occasions about this matter but nothing had been done. The site manager had stated that it would be cleared within the next two days. If not, TT would undertake to clear the rubbish, take photos, and take the bags of rubbish to be left at the Tantallon site.
c) New School. Still awaiting the information from Sue Aviston. TT was to meet with her to press for the information on the following day.
d) Low-cost housing scheme. NCC had partnered with HUSK a national low-cost housing development company to build low-cost houses throughout Northumberland. A planning application had been considered for 4 low cost prefabricated houses on a current site for 30 residents’ garages in Felton. TT along with many residents had opposed this planning application, but it had been approved. TT was concerned that a similar proposal could be made for the NCC land currently occupied by residents’ garages at Knogley Way/Cherry Hope.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 1st February 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN, Seconded GA, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. GF had after the last meeting contacted Neil Snowdon (NS). NCC Highways who had eventually sent a report based on a Highways Audit undertaken in March 2022 and a survey undertaken in November 2022. Highways had not used the data taken from their survey taken in January 2023 and members wanted to know what had happened to this. The audit had indicated that two lights on the bollards were not functioning. One light seems to be unable to be installed due to nearby high voltage cabling. DW asked why they could not have considered alternative energy sources for the light, such as wind or solar as has been done in other parts of the County. Even though NS had walked the route on two occasions and had said that the chicane at the Rothbury Rd/High Town junction was dangerous, the recommendation in the report stated that NCC wanted to see how the traffic measures would ‘bed down’ before taking any further action. The chicanes have now been installed for 2 ½ years and members could not understand why a further period of ‘bedding down’ was necessary. Village people were still very concerned about the safety issues related to the chicane at the junction of Rothbury Road and High Town. Traffic was approaching the junction from High Town on the opposite side of the road to enable them to see along Rothbury Road. There had been an increase in vehicles not using the junction and instead using the road along the south side of the Green. This was dangerous especially for children, as there were numerous open accesses from the playing field. Members expressed their dissatisfaction at the Highways recommendations and agreed that this matter now be escalated. TT was asked to take this matter to the Head of Technical Services and to the Leader of the Council.GF said that he could make himself available to meet with them if required.		     							 		      Action: TT
b) Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. The consultation had taken place and the PC were now awaiting the results from NCC Highways.
c) Lightpipe Farm Cussins Development – Bus Stops.  GF had spoken with Liz Simmonen. It had been agreed that the bus stops would not go ahead, and that Planning would not sign off the development with Cussins until the Parish Council had received £7.5k to be used on Highway projects which were to be agreed with Highways.			     Action: GF
d) Installation of electricity to bus shelter. Invoice of £2100 for installation for feeder pillar and light had been paid. Clerk to monitor the sequencing of the motion sensor light.						Action: Clerk
e) [bookmark: _Hlk128920618]Archiving of LPC records. This work was ongoing.						            Action: Clerk/GF
f) Longframlington Memorial Hall (LMH) photovoltaic panels and batteries. The photovoltaic panels and batteries (15kWh max capacity) had been installed at the Hall. The system included an automatic transfer switch, to automatically disconnect the hall from the local network if the mains supply failed. This would allow the battery to power the hall automatically if the mains supply failed so that lighting, central heating pump & control, and gas cooker could be used. This would mean that if the hall was needed to be opened as the emergency hub, it would be provided with power at times of outages. LMH were making enquiries about the installation of a socket on the outside wall, so that the Hall could also be powered by an external generator. 
g) Electric Vehicle Charging Points. GF had spoken with the LMH Committee who had mixed views as to the proposed site for the chargers. The NCC offer only supported low power chargers which meant charging for a single vehicle would take several hours. This was thought to be unsuitable, and it was decided to await until a scheme for fast charging units was available before taking any further action.
TT left the meeting at 8.10 p.m.
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts since the last meeting.  Approved.
	02/02/2023
	G P Rhodes
	Weallans Allotment Fee (3a) Cash
	10.00

	02/03/2023
	Alan Christie
	Allotment Fees (10b)
	31.06

	02/03/2023
	G Owen
	Allotment Fees (5a)
	20.00

	02/03/2023
	Annette (Gill) Murray
	Allotment Fees (4a)
	10.00

	03/03/2023
	Cate MacKay
	Allotment Fees (11a)
	10.00

	06/02/2023
	L Shipley
	Allotment Fees (18) rent only 
	20.00

	26/01/2023
	P Horne
	Allotment Fees (4b)
	10.00

	14/02/2023
	G P Rhodes
	Carr Allotment Fees (7a) Cash
	10.00

	06/02/2023
	L Shipley
	Allotment Fees (18) water 
	11.06

	08/02/2023
	A P Bolton
	Allotment Fees (16b) water 
	15.53

	
	
	Total
	147.65



b) Approval of clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting. Approved.
	13/02/2023
	SWARCO UK & Ireland
	VAS Gold Standard Maintenance
	309.00

	13/02/2023
	G Rhodes Reimburse
	Norton Utilities Ultimate & 360 Standard
	54.98

	27/02/2023
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	378.71

	27/02/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	94.00

	27/02/2023
	NCC 009301/257609
	Installation feeder pillar Xmas tree/shelter
	2100.00

	14/02/2023
	British Gas 
	Electricity Sportscourt 
	19.85

	
	
	Total
	2956.54



c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 28th February 2023. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	as at 27/02/2023
	Community account
	
	59983.75

	as at 25/01/2023
	Business Saver
	
	6110.66

	
	
	
	
	66094.41

	Less unpresented cheques
	27/02/2023
	G Rhodes
	378.71
	

	
	27/02/2023
	HMRC
	94.00
	

	
	27/02/2023
	NCC 009301/257609
	2100.00
	

	
	
	
	
	2572.71

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	63521.70

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	63521.70



10) Allotments
a) Management including:
i) Alexander John Munro Allotment plaque. The sign was now in place. It had been agreed with the family that no ceremony was to take place.
ii) Allotment Invoices. All invoices had now been paid. (except for the recent invoicing for plot 3b which had only just been allocated).
b) Maintenance. The soil heap was to be removed and repairs to fencing, adjacent the dog walking field, was to be undertaken imminently.
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. The area around the multigym was very boggy. Clerk to speak to grounds contractor about a suitable solution.								 Action: Clerk
b) Pruning of hedging around tank turn. GA to carry this out as soon as possible				     Action: GA
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details 

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02811/S106A
	Land North of Fairfields 
	Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	22/02631/FUL
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04155/FUL
	Bluebell Cottage Dene House Farm Cottages 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/03939/FUL
	Canada Farm A697 Phase 4 of the existing falcon breeding facility 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04650/LBC
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm. Listed Building Consent application 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04760/FUL
	The View Front Street. New detached garage store & gym.
	Withdrawn
	See previous minutes for details

	22/04742/VARYCO
	Plot 4 Land West Of Meadow Lodge. Variation of condition 1 on approved 21/01610/VARYCO - full length doors to dormers on garage and hipped east elevation in lieu of gable. New access with stone pillars and stone side walls.
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details.


	COMMENT FOLLOWING NEW PLANS ISSUED: Longframlington Parish Council wishes to COMMENT that it is very disappointed the applicant has completed this variation prior to applying for planning consent.
We note that the garage has been moved to the perimeter of the site and the hedgerow that was to be retained in the initial planning consent has been removed and replaced along the site with stone walling that is completely alien to all the surrounding properties which have boundaries of wooden fencing and hedges.
Had this application been made in the correct manner we would have strongly objected to these changes on sustainability and biodiversity grounds, but as removing these changes would cause more damage than leaving them in situ we are content to comment making it clear that any further removal of hedgerows adjacent to this site would be viewed as a serious issue.
We would like to suggest to the applicant that they plant native hedging along the length of the west boundary in mitigation.

	22/04755/FUL
	1 The Paddock Longframlington. Extension to existing dwelling with change of use of part agricultural land to domestic use
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	23/00266/LBC
	Land Northwest Of The Dairy Low Town Farm Listed Building Consent 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00355/VARYCO
	Land East Of Granby Inn Front Street Longframlington Northumberland
	Registered
	Longframlington Parish Council OBJECT to this application for the following reason:

	The property has not been built to the approved plans and the variation requested completed without planning permission.
The removal of the garage will reduce the parking area for what is already a substantial residence. The removal of the garage will make the property less sustainable particularly in the future. There is a requirement to have an electric vehicle charging point provided with all new builds which is normally housed in a garage, while this was not a requirement when the original planning permission was granted it will be needed as UK National Government are requiring all new vehicles to use electric propulsion by the year 2030. Therefore, this application fails to meet the requirements of the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan listed below.
POLICY LNP7: HIGH QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
New development in the Neighbourhood Area should incorporate high quality and sustainable design that improves local character and distinctiveness. Where appropriate, this can be demonstrated by:
a) designing development respecting local context and character in terms of scale, density, height, massing, layout, materials, hard and soft landscaping and means of enclosure;
g) ensuring opportunities have been taken where possible to incorporate embedded renewables,
such as solar panels, heat pumps and other measures to reduce the carbon footprint of the
building, including opportunities to minimise energy consumption in layout, orientation, and
maximising solar gain;
i) including the provision of electric car charging points in all new housing development.



13) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. None.
b) Memorial applications. None.
c) Maintenance.
i) Additional flower holders. DW had acquired the materials to make 4/6 new holders and would be doing this in the next few days.										Action: DW
ii) Paving and drainage on path. The resetting of the paving was on hold until the run-off water had dissipated. 
d) Cemetery Extension. The Council was still waiting for Land Registry to finalise the land registration.
14) Action Plan – March 2023
a) Website - Review website to ascertain content improvements.  			   		   Action: ALL
b) [bookmark: _Hlk128920827]Village Inspection – Check:  roads, pavements, tree review, and infrastructure for report to NCC.		    Action: ALL
c) Annual Village Meeting – Prepare.								     Action: GF
d) FramNews Report to include:									   Action: DW
•	Update on School project
•	Update on Wildflower areas
•	Gym/swimming pool in Rothbury
•	King’s Coronation Event
	Provide FramNews with Members profiles and photos						 Action: Clerk
e) Annual Accounts – Produce Annual Accounts for Parish Council, arrange final internal audit etc		 Action: Clerk

Main Issues 
15) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060]School Community Project. The Committee were still awaiting the data and briefing note on Swarland School from Sue Aviston (SA), NCC Education. It was agreed that GN to speak with TT after his discussion with SA, and if nothing had been forthcoming to escalate the matter to the Leader of the Council.
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee. The wildflower area was being raked before the grass was killed off. Ian Lakey had agreed a nettle maintenance plan with Tom Thorne (who farmed the adjacent land), and they would work together to ensure that weeds were controlled. It was agreed to add an action to the annual Action Plan that the Council would ensure that it undertook effective measures to control the spread of invasive species. With respect to thistles, action would be taken as required each year to reduce seed production and prevent germination through the destruction of maturing seed heads.		 										Action: Clerk
17) King’s Coronation.  It was agreed to hold a Village Picnic in the Park (like the one held the previous year) and to submit a request for funding from the grant scheme available from NCC. The closing date for this was 3rd March. GA agreed to submit the application. Funds could be used to supply a bouncy castle and pay for children’s activity material. She also agreed to co-ordinate the event and pull together a team of volunteers. It was hoped that the Picnic in the Park would become an annual event.											     Action: GA
18) Licensing and installation of the Revd. Richard Townend. GF and Guest had been invited to the licensing and Installation of the Revd. Richard Townend as Priest in Charge of Longframlington on Monday 13th March but unfortunately, he had to make his apologies.
19) Speed awareness wheelie bin stickers. It was agreed not to move forward with this matter at this time.
20) Any Urgent Business 
a) Litter at former caravan park, Villa Lane. DW raised concerns about the state of the litter emanating from this site .GF informed the Meeting, that Planning Enforcement had been informed of the poor state of this development, including the large amounts of litter being blown from the site onto Villa Lane, the state of the entry to the site and damage to the verges. Planning Enforcement had said they had no powers with respect to the site as there were no planning regulations in force. They did however contact the developer, who had promised that the site would be immaculate once work was complete at the end of March. He had also arranged for a road sweeper and would make sure any escaping debris was recovered as soon as practically possible.
b) West Road Garage Development. There had been two accidents to residents, due to the lack of effective health and safety measures at this site; one where a partially sighted resident had fell over tubs of concrete that had been left (for many days without effective warnings or barriers) on the pavement outside the site, and the other where a resident had become entangled in a rope trailing, from the site onto the footpath. She had fallen badly causing injuries to her face, legs and hands. Her glasses had been broken. Both incidents were reported to Planning Enforcement who said these matters were outside their jurisdiction and they would be unable to take enforcement action. They did however speak with the developer about both incidents. This site has been a matter of concern over a long period of time. The Council agreed that it should contact the developer to inform him of their concerns and that they would inform the Health & Safety Executive if there were any further occurrences.						            Action: GF/Clerk
c) Voter ID. NCC had now produced a leaflet regarding voter ID which could be displayed to help raise awareness. As no elections were imminent it was agreed to defer this matter.
d) Leisure Facility at Rothbury. It was agreed to write a letter to the Leader of the Council in support of this proposal to build a new gym and swimming pool in Rothbury. This would be of great benefit for the residents of the village and for those Longframlington children attending Dr Thomlinson’s Middle School.					Action: Clerk
21) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th April 2023 at 7.00 p.m.
· The May Annual Parish Council Meeting, Annual Village Meeting and Parish Council Meeting to be changed from Wednesday 3rd May 2023 to Wednesday 10th May 2023. Times to be announced.
· The date for the Wednesday 7th June 2023 Parish Council Meeting to be changed to 7.00 p.m. Tuesday 6th June 2023.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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