DRAFT

Minutes of the Ovingham Parish Council Meeting
Held on 27th April 2023
The Pavilion, Ovingham Playing Field, Ovingham


In attendance
Cllrs Jordon (Chair), Gray (Vice-Chair), Jackson, Neal, Ford, Swinburn

Questions from Members of the Public
No members of the public in attendance

County Councillors Report
None – apologies for non-attendance received

1.Apologies for Absence
Cllr Downing and the Clerk Paul Smith

2.Declaration of Interest
None

3.To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2023
The minutes were signed by the chair as a true and correct record.

4.Matters Arising

· Story Board. Cllr Gray gave an update on progress towards completion of the Story Board and circulated the latest draft. Some minor changes to the map are needed and approval from Beamish Museum regarding the use of some photos is awaited. Cllrs requested some grammatical and format changes and picture 6 (Castle View) to be replaced with The Pant.
· Dog Notices at the Playing Field. The council will monitor the situation and may place the spare notice on the car park fence.
· Waste Bins. here has been no progress on the installation by NCC of an additional bin on the playing field.
· Climate Change. OOCAN held a public meeting about home heating matters in Ovington on 22 April which was well attended. A stall has been booked for the Goose Fair.
· Speeding in the Village. Cllrs had met with Neil Snowden of NCC since the last meeting and four locations were agreed for a new survey. A date is awaited from NCC.  We now have details of how to be trained to use a speed gun – volunteers required – to further monitor traffic.


5.Accountsto be pay/paid since previous meeting
6.Budget
No discussion in absence of the clerk.

7.Planning Applications

· 23/00459/PRUTPO -tree works 2, The Terrace / 3, Nunnykirk not yet decided.
· 23/01252/Mast – location at south side of Ovingham Bridge.  This relates to an recent application to erect a 30M high mobile phone mast.  There was majority agreement that the council recognised that such masts were in line with government policy to improve 5G coverage in rural areas, but the currently proposed location was considered to be inappropriate.  Cllr Gray will review matters further and circulate a draft “Objection” response to be posted on the NCC planning portal. Deadline for comments is 18 May.

8.Coronation Celebration Event
· Cllr Jordon summarised organisational matters for the picnic on 7th May which are largely in place.  
· Cllrs and volunteers will meet at the Playing Field at 10.00am on 7th May to set things up.
· Bunting will be set up in the village on 28th April starting at the Pack Horse Bridge at 10.00am
· Certificates and prizes for the poster competition and house frontage displays will be presented at the picnic.

9.Coffee Mornings in the Pavilion
After a slow start attendance increased significantly and the events were well received by residents.  Consideration will be given to repeat such events in the Autumn.

10.Village Environment and action plan update
Cllr Jordon reported back on a number of village issues - 
· Karbon Homes have now agreed to take down a Hawthorn Bush in Tyne Gardens which had been the subject of complaint for many years.
· The new signage regarding cycling over the foot bridge will be put in place by NCC within the next 4-6 weeks.
· Cllr Jordon has recently expedited the telephone box refurbishment with BT.
· A complaint had been received regarding the spraying of weedkiller around trees and at the edges of grass verges. NCC have explained the rational and the complainant will contact NCC themselves.
· A wooden flower tub on Horsley Road has been damaged and will be replaced.
· Home Group are dealing with a complaint regarding dumping of household furniture in Bewick Lane.
· Damaged steps on the public right of way at Dene House are on NCC’s programme for repair. Cllr Jordon to check on progress.
· Clr. Jordon will contact NCC footpaths officer regarding path erosion in Whittle Dene.
· The Council has received an email from NCC regarding a break in at the Prudhoe depot. Grass cutting machines and other assets were stolen and this will affect the provision of Neighbourhood Services such as the grass cutting programme.

· Cllrs also reported back on a number of potholes and  gullies needing attention. These will be reported to NCC. A number of footpaths obstructed by overhanging branches were also raised, many being the responsibility of householders. Depending on whose responsibility they are, NCC or the householder will be contacted.


11.Committee Reports

· The Reading Room have a Coronation event on the 6th of May and preparations for the Goose Fair on 29th May are proceeding well with 25 stalls booked to date.
· There had been no meetings of the Burial Board.
· Essity have cancelled the upcoming Community Consultation Forum due to a lack of attendees.
· Cllrs Jordon and Gray had attended the latest meeting of the East Tyndale Forum. Andy Dean of Community Action Northumberland was in attendance and gave an update on CAN activities.
· Nothing to report regarding the Allotments and Community Orchard.

12.Correspondence
Following correspondence from the Community Orchard it was agreed that the council will purchase and own a picnic bench specifically designed to celebrate the Coronation, which will have a plaque to that effect.  With the agreement of the orchard committee this would be placed in the Orchard field.

13.Any other Business
A request had been received from the “Oracle” regarding funding. It was agreed the clerk would advise that this will be considered at the November meeting when all grants requests are reviewed.

14.Confirm the Date of the next meeting
18th May 2023





 




