


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Warden Parish Council  held on Tuesday 2nd May 2023 commencing at 730pm in Newbrough Town Hall  
[bookmark: _Hlk103014526]Those Present: 	Cllr S Robson (Chairman), Cllr SJ Heminsley, Cllr D Bowman, Cllr G Charlton, Cllr D Liddle, Cllr L Kay,
Cllr WJ Foot, County Cllr N Morphet, C Miller (Clerk)  two members of the public

2023/38	Apologies for Absence
Cllr J Martin

2023/39	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr’s S Robson and SJ Heminsley declared an interest in the Railway Inn.  Cllr G Charlton declared an interest in allotments.

2023/40	Election of Chairman
Cllr S Robson proposed and seconded as Chairman and duly elected.

2023/41	Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Charlton proposed and seconded as Vice Chairman and duly elected.

2023/42	Meeting with Angela Watt, Northumberland Communities Together
Angela Watt not present.

2023/43	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
Parishioner grateful for improvement works actioned at the Mossy.  Parishioner stated We Fibre had finished installing their network but had not removed plastic advertising signage on lamp-posts.  However they were still canvassing for customers and it was felt the signage should be retained at the present time.  Parishioner to contact We Fibre directly regarding removing the signage at a later date. Several sunken and blocked parish drains had been marked out for works which was welcomed. County Council currently clear gullies every 32 months and road sweeping could help prevent blocked drains and road flooding.  ACTION: County Cllr to request additional gulley clearance.

2023/44	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 6th March 2023
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 6th March 2023 be accepted as a true record.

2023/45	Allotments - to receive update on pump for well
Cllr D Liddle had encountered problems installing the pump, with smaller pipe to be sourced.  A tank to hold a reservoir of water would be beneficial, and would be looked at further to pump installation.

20 23/46	Litter pick
Twenty residents had turned up for litter pick 16/4/23 with 14 to 18 bags of refuse collected.  The area from paper mill 
had had the most amount of rubbish.  Litter picking twice a year was enough to keep on top of the problem, and due to 
the amount of volunteers in attendance, future events could include weed clearance etc.

2023/47	Roads/footpaths/village maintenance 
County Cllr had produced proposals for Hardhaugh and Fourstones footway accessibility, and which could be requested 
via the Local Transport Plan.  Highways Maintenance were refusing to accept any responsibility for the sunken patches at 
Fourstones Crossroads, and there appeared to be a stalemate.  ACTION: County Council were to continue patching the 
area.  County Cllr to continue to lobby County Council for a permanent solution.  

2023/47/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages 
Further to petition to reduce the speed limit and considered by County Council Local Area Committee, County Council
Highways Officer had been asked to give serious consideration to the implementation of speed calming measures.

2023/47/02	Footpath clearance works/hedgerow obstructions 
T Fish of County Council to look into problems reported on riverside walk from Fourstones to Papermill.

2023/47/03	To receive update on proposed village signage/planters
Planters and foundations in place, signage should be in within the next few days.

2023/47/04	To receive update on recycled seating at Crossgates – to approve quotation for concrete base
It was resolved to approve the quotation of £200 for a concrete base.  Exact location for seat had been identified.  ACTION: Cllr D Bowman to organise installation.  County Cllr to deliver seating.

2023/47/05	To receive update on Dog Fouling Warning signage at Crossgates
D Liddle to arrange signage once seat installed.  Dog bin at Crossgates problematic with waste bags being piled on the ground when bin full.  County Council currently empty the bin on a fortnightly basis.  ACTION: County Cllr to request the bin is emptied on a weekly basis.

2023/47/06	To receive update on play area repairs
J Martin and Boatside Inn Landlord to action play area repairs.

2023/47/07	To consider Local Transport Plan Requests 2024-2025
It was proposed Mossy drainage, Mossy road surfacing and footway accessibility be included in LTP 2024-2025, and which would be confirmed at a later date.

2023/48	Planning 
2023/48/01	Planning Applications received
· 23/01164/LBC: The Gin Gan, Fourstones – Listed Building Consent, replacement of 15 windows on south west elevation – no objections.

2023/48/02	To consider issues relating to Prudham Quarry Planning Proposals
Applicant had still not signed the Highways Agreement.

2023/49	Reports 
2023/49/01	Town Hall
Town Hall Committee had received grant of £20K to purchase a generator for use in times of Crises.

2023/49/02	Northumberland County Council 
Dog Fouling warning stickers had been received.  Hexham Town Council to invite Warden PC to the next Active Travel Route Partnership meeting, and who were involved with cycle routes.  ACTION: S Robson to attend.  Town and Parish Council Conference to be held at Queen’s Hall Hexham 4/5/23. ACTION: Cllr Heminsley to attend.  The  Boundary Commission had released their draft boundary proposals this morning, with no changes proposed for the Humshaugh Ward. 

2023/49/03	Sportsfield Association
Newbrough and Warden Parish Council’s had agreed to funding of £400 each towards the MUGA fencing repair.  Contractor had also priced for resurfacing and wished to carry out the fencing works along with the resurfacing, therefore further funders were to be contacted.  Cricket Club back up running and who had received funding from the High Sheriff.  

2023/50	Financial Matters
2023/50/01	Payments to be authorised:  
· BHIB – Annual insurance premium - £501.40
· DH Charlton – village maintenance - £160; B Gustard – village maintenance - £160
· C Miller – March, April salary - £393.11; expenses - £40.64
· HMRC – PAYE on above - £48.20
· Newbrough Town Council – 50% nett cost coronation mugs - £364
· NALC – annual subscription - £221.58
· Deliverloo4u – hire of one x portaloo - £120

It was resolved to approve the payments.

2023/50/02	Newbrough First School – Repair to MUGA steel fencing - to receive update regarding establishing the MUGA as a sustainable community / school facility
Discussed under Sportsfield Association.

2023/50/03	To consider defibrillator at Fourstones
Garage proprietor in agreement to a defibrillator being placed at the garage.  The British Heart Foundation could not currently provide funding towards defibs.  The approximate cost would be £2,000, and it was agreed the Parish Council should fund up to £500, and source funding for the shortfall.  ACTION: Cllr S Robson to seek quotes for defib/installation, with Clerk to submit funding application in due course.  The Green Rigg Wind Farm/Community Foundation possible funding sources.          

2023/51	The Railway Inn
Nothing to report.

2023/52	To receive update from Climate Change Group 
Meeting to be held 9/5/23. 

2023/52/01	To consider free government EV charge points
Climate Change group to consider.

2023/53	To consider Crises Management in the parish
Plan for Warden to be drafted.  ACTION: Cllr S Robson to action.  D Spearman in agreement for the Town Hall to be used as a community response hub for Warden parish.  Newbrough Parish Council would need to formulate their own plan.

2023/54	To consider King Charles Coronation May 2023
Beacon to be lit 8pm Saturday 6th May with event advertised in Stanegate.  Fish and Chip van to attend 530pm to 8pm; portaloo hired; music system to be loaned from the Town Hall; tea party to be held in Town Hall 8/5/23; mugs purchased for school children with cost split between Newbrough and Warden PC’s.

2023/55	Audit of Accounts y/e 31/3/23
2023/55/01	To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor
There were no matters arising from the report of the internal auditor.

2023/55/02	To approve the Governance Statement
It was resolved to approve the Governance Statement.

2023/55/03	To approve the draft annual accounts for 2022/2023
It was resolved to approve the draft annual accounts for 2022/2023.

2023/55/04	To approve the Accounting Statement and explanation of variances
It was resolved to approve the accounting statement and explanation of variances.

2023/55/05	To approve the Exemption Certificate
It was resolved to approve the exemption certificate.

2023/55/06	To approve public right of inspection dates
It was resolved to approve the public right of inspection dates as 5th June to 14th July 2023.

2023/56	To receive items for next meeting 
There were no items for the next meeting.

2023/57	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 3rd July 2023 commencing 7pm in Newbrough Town Hall.


	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Cllr D Liddle to install water pump

	Replacement village signage/planters
	Signage to be installed in the next few weeks.

	King Charles Commemoration 
	Event to be held at The Beacon 6/5/23, 8pm. 

	Crises Management
	Cllr S Robson to formulate CM Plan, 

	Defibrillator at Fourstones
	Cllr S Robson to seek quotes. Clerk to submit funding application in due course

	Gulley clearance
	County Cllr to request additional clearance works

	Crossgates dog waste bin
	County Cllr to request weekly emptying, as opposed to fortnightly

	Sunken patches, Fourstones crossroads
	County Cllr to continue to lobby for a permanent solution

	Crossgates seating
	Cllr D Bowman to arrange installation, County Cllr to deliver seating

	Town and Parish Conference 4/5/23
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to attend

	Play area repairs
	Cllr J Martin and Boatside Landlord to action

	Active travel route partnership meeting
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to attend
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