PLENMELLER WITH WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Parish Meeting on
Tuesday, 16th May 2023
at Whitfield

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


Following the end of the Pandemic we were able to hold a full programme of Council meetings face to face during the course of the year. 

The main noteworthy points to record during the year were as follows: 

	1.
	During the course of the year Veronica Harmer was co-opted as a new Parish Councillor at the August Council meeting.

	

	2.
	It was a busy year nationally with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, sadly followed later in the year by the Queen’s State Funeral and then King Charles III’s coronation on 6th May 2023. In consequence the Parish Council purchased no less than two sets of royal mugs, one marking the Platinum Jubilee and one marking the coronation of King Charles, both sets were distributed to the children at Whitfield school. The West Allen community also organised a community coronation tea which was held in Whitfield Village Hall. 

The Council arranged for a book of condolence for HM The Queen to be purchased and made available in Holy Trinity church during the period of official mourning.

	

	3.
	Local Transport Priorities:

These were agreed as follows:

i. Widening of the road between Fell House and the Haltwhistle turn off (C322).
ii. Repair to the footpaths between Whitfield church and the top of the Hall Bank.
iii. Repair to the substance on C322 above Blacksmiths shop just outside the village.



	

	4.
	The Clerk attended a Town & Parish Councils conference on behalf of Councillors on 24th January 2023, and reported back on the various topics discussed including Highway matters, broadband and Northumberland Communities Together, the latter being a group that aims to help vulnerable residents by putting them in touch with the right people and organisations to address any issues they may have. 

	

	5.
	Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Board: 

The proposed withdrawal of Melkridge Council from the Burial Board continued to make very little or no progress during the course of the year and the matter remained unresolved as this report was written.

	

	6.
	Financial:

Financial affairs of the Council have remained satisfactory during the year  and the precept was increased to £2950, an increase of £200 from 2022/23.

	

	7.
	A Defibrillator was installed at Plenmeller with the kind support of The Whitfield Show. 

	

	8.
	The Steel:

A request from Bardon Mill P.C. was received during the year concerning signage to stop articulated lorries travelling down The Steel. Councillor Hutchinson looked into the matter and the traffic signs are being changed to discourage HGV vehicles from taking that route. 

	

	9.
	Risk Assessment and Internal Audit Assessment:

These assessments were carried out with no significant alterations required. Mr. Lill kindly agreed to carry out the audit for 2022.

	

	10.
	Planning:

There were no significant planning applications to be considered by the Council during the year. 

The single story wooden structure in the Spinney next to Whitfield School, which was supported by Councillors in 2021/22 was opened in May 2023 and is considered a great success. 

	

	11.
	Other Matters:

i. Plenmeller Speed Limit:
Councillor Hutchinson has taken this matter on and has promised a flashing speed sign for Plenmeller but it remains a work in progress.

ii. The Parish Seat:
The repair of the Parish bench has remained a live issue throughout the year. Repairs have proceeded very slowly and although the seat was positioned outside The Elk’s Head during the latter part of the year, a further coat of paint is still required. The seat has been painted green so as to blend in with the pub’s proposed new colour scheme.
	

	
	

	


Lastly as always, very many thanks to Councillor Hutchinson for all his help and support to the Parish during the year and many thanks too to our Clerk Susan Saunders for all her hard work in keeping the Council running so efficiently. 








