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THIS EDITION IS SPONSORED BY CROOKHAM VILLAGE HALL

The Early Years
1878 Crookham & Pallinsburn Reading Room opened

April 1907 New reading room
31 December 1912

Present Crookham Village Hall opening ceremony.

World Wars & In Between Years
1923

Clubs; British Legion; Whist Drives; Dances; W.I.
1936

King George VI Coronation Celebrations
1939-1945

Hall used by Home Guard for drills
Post War

1952 Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Celebrations
3rd February 1964

CVH becomes a registered charity.

Decline & Disrepair
1985-2007

CVH disused & in disrepair -modernisation required
Lease expired & Hall in danger of being sold.

12 November 2009
New 30 year lease granted by Ford & Etal Estate.

Improvements and Renewal
2010 Stage removed, disabled access and new

furniture added.
2013 Flower festival & Flodden 500 celebrations.

2014-2019 New kitchen installed & Tom Turnbull
Room planned. Art, Film, Book and Garden clubs,
TillVAS, Knit & Natter, & regular coffee mornings.

Pandemic & Storm Arwen
2020-2021

Garden made available for socialising during
lockdown easing, Hall provided support in

aftermath of storm Arwen
Tom Turnbull Room completed and opened.

Post Pandemic
2022-2023

Large screen TV installed, Women's Euro Final &
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Queen Elizabeth’s
Funeral viewing. King Charles Coronation bring
and share. Film club reinstated. Outside wall re-

built. Children's activities introduced.

Hire Crookham Village Hall
The ideal events venue for meetings,

parties and other functions. Child
friendly with disabled access
throughout. Large hall with

commercial kitchen and smaller hall
with beverage bay.

To book contact Laura on
01890 820446  or  07845006674

or visit
https://northumberlandvillagehalls.

org.uk/crookham-village-hall

Crookham Village Hall and its
predecessor Crookham Reading

Room have been the social hub of
the village since 1878. Below is a

brief history of our Hall.

https://northumberlandvillagehalls.org.uk/crookham-village-hall
https://northumberlandvillagehalls.org.uk/crookham-village-hall


Shop socialise and be entertained by
the Three Castles Trio - perfect!
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****  A SPECIAL EVENING  ****

‘CREEP’ FIT + SUPPER + QUIZ

TILLMOUTH VILLAGE HALL

FRIDAY 17th November 2023
(7 for 7.30pm)

HOSTED by NOEL HODGSON
£10.00 p.p.

(B.Y.O.B  + RAFFLE prizes)
 07796022651 or 07767065266

Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th November (10am-4pm)

Ford & Etal Christmas Market 2023 is bigger and better than ever and runs over two days.
The market will have stalls in Etal, Heatherslaw and Ford, and for the first time ever there will be stalls

inside Ford Castle, a venue normally closed to the public.
There will be entertainment, activities and decorations in all three hubs so you can make a merry day of it.

Visitors can enjoy browsing over 70 stalls selling delicious local food and drink, cakes and sweet treats,
crafts, gifts, pottery, presents for your pets, confectionary and much, much more.

Outside stalls will tempt you with pulled pork, mulled wine and fresh coffee. You can buy tickets to ride on
Heatherslaw Light Railway between Heatherslaw and Etal, or enjoy a journey on a pair of vintage double-

decker buses running between Etal, Heatherslaw and Ford (children travel free on the bus).

All the local shops, cafes and the pub will be open and up at Cheviot Tap you can meet the alpacas and
unwind with a glass of local ale. There will be all kinds of festive entertainment including free seasonal

storytelling sessions.

There is a free Christmas Tree Trail to follow. All the trees are being decorated by local businesses in the
theme of a festive film. Follow the trail map around the Estates and try to guess each film. Leave your
completed trail sheet in a collection box and if all your answers are correct you will be entered into the
prize draw. There are two fantastic hampers of goodies to be won; one for a child and one for an adult.

The main parking area will be in Etal and there will be a small charge for parking. Buy tickets to travel in
style with Heatherslaw Light Railway between Heatherslaw and Etal or on vintage double-decker buses

which stop in Etal, Heatherslaw and Ford. If the weather is lovely you can enjoy a beautiful walk between
the three hubs and follow the Christmas Tree Trail as you go.

We apologise in advance for any disruption to residents that this two-day event may cause, we are trying to
create a safe and successful trading environment for local business. We hope everyone can join in the fun

and that this will go some way to making up for any inconvenience.
We are looking for volunteers, to assist on both days and in the run up to the market. If anyone felt able to
help support this community event for a few hours we would be hugely grateful. If you can spare any time
please email: tourism@ford-and-etal.co.uk33
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Email  crookhamvillagehall@gmail.com        Follow us on Facebook
Crookham Village Hall

To book contact
crookhamvillagehall@gmail.com

All ages welcome.

Friday 24th November
Doors open 6.30 for 7pm

Correspondence between writer Juliet Ashton (Lily James)
and members of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society sharing their experiences of life in Nazi-
occupied Guernsey gives Juliet the idea of writing a novel.
Intrigued by their story Juliet visits Guernsey, making
life-long friends and taking life changing steps along the
way.

Cert 12
Runtime 2hrs 4 mins

entry by donation

CVH

Homemade Soup and a Roll
plus coffee and cake
Crookham Village Hall 12-2pm

Saturday 4th November £4£4

Our hall depends on the local volunteers who support
us. We are always looking for extra helpers so if you
have some time to spare either on a regular basis or
just very occasionally, please get in touch.  There are
lots of things you could help with regardless of your age
or ability including setting up or helping with events,
joining our coffee rota, helping with the gardens or
joining our management committee. If you are a young
person undertaking your Duke of Edinburgh or looking
for extra experience to put on your CV Volunteering
with us can help with that too.

For more information e mail
crookhamvillagehall@gmail.com

drop us a message on Facebook
or message Judith on  07946501680.

Why not pop in
for a hot cuppa
and a friendly

chat?

Entry  £2

90 club winners
October

1st - 29 Gemma Banks £20
2nd- 65 Shaun Beattie £10
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E: fish@till-fishing.co.uk T: Rosie 07909335100

SHOP LOCAL

www.till-fishing.co.uk
www.till-fishing.co.uk
www.till-fishing.co.uk
www.till-fishing.co.uk
www.till-fishing.co.uk
mailto:fish@till-fishing.co.uk
mailto:fish@till-fishing.co.uk
mailto:fish@till-fishing.co.uk


6

Letham Hill Sawmill

01890 820304

forestry@ford-and-etal.co.uk

www.ford-and–etal.co.uk

For Sale

Softwood Firewood

Minimum purchase: £90 for 2m2

(Equivalent to 2 x potato Crates)

Please call for availability.

Opening Times:

           Mon-Thu : 8.30am to 4.00pm

Fri: 8.30am to 3.00pm

Remember, remember the 5th of November

forestry@ford-and-etal.co.uk
forestry@ford-and-etal.co.uk
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Supplier of hardwood logs harvested on
Ford and Etal Estates.
Delivered to your door.

Please call for load
sizes and prices.

SHOP LOCAL



Etal Hall Heritage Project
Etal Hall has certainly had some major ups and downs over the years, as evidenced by some of the old

documents we have uncovered during the heritage project. In recording some local folk’s memories over the
last few months it has also become clear that the popularity of the various clubs and activities that have taken

place in the hall has waxed and waned considerably over time.

In its early years the local billiards club was extremely popular with league matches taking place every week,
the results of which were always published in the Berwick Advertiser. To help finance the club, the

committee put on dances and whist drives at least once a month in the hall. The top prize at the Whist Dive
was sometimes “a young pig”! It’s impossible to know now how well used the Reading Room section was,

although the wireless set must have been quite a novelty for locals in the 1920s.

In the early part of the Second World War Etal Hall acted as an extension to Ford School in order to help
accommodate the extra children who had come to the area as Evacuees. The hall continued to thrive as a

venue for numerous fund-raising dances linked to the war effort, and we feel sure the local Home Guard troop
(led by Lord Hugh Joicey) would have used it for drills and training.

On May 25th 1945 the “usual” Saturday night dance was postponed to allow for “A Victory dance” from
9.30pm – 1.00.am. That must have been quite an event!

Through the 1950s and 60s the billiards club, dances, whist drives and W.I. Social events continued. A youth
club, and a junior Red Cross group were set up, and a table tennis league was established.

Etal Show was sometimes held in the hall, and the Show Dance held on the same evening was a very popular
local celebration for all the family.

Come the 1970s however, things were beginning to look a lot less rosy…… see the next edition of the
Fourum to find out the rest of the story………
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Petal ‘n’ Paint Creations
The Cornhill on Tweed Centre

The Old First School
(Turn into St Helens Gardens and left again)

Plant Centre, Locally Handmade Crafts
& Collectables

Plenty of Parking, Door to Door Service,
Home Delivery available

Contact Lynda on 07453385055 or
lyndahepburn275@gmail.com

for further information
Looking forward to seeing you

there

Jez Thornton
West Flodden Farm

Cottage
– we are offering a bespoke

service

Mole , Rabbit, Crow and Pigeon control
for crop and stock protection

Low Tech Field Fencing – Fencing Repairs
– Light Forestry Work

Dyke Repair’s, Hedging, Hedge and Tree Planting

Gamekeeping Services and Shoot
Management

Also Deer Control and Management

Call 07340523185
jezthornton55@btinternet.com

References on request

Border Villager Taxi
Your local reliable Taxi company

We can cater for up to 8
Passengers comfortably

Any distance covered, airports,
train station, doctors visits or any

social events.

Call Scott on 01668 482 888 or
07765 791 348

Email

scott@bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
www.bordervillagertaxi.co.uk

Dog Day Care & Grooming Salon

We are holding a Coffee Morning at the
Cornhill on Tweed Centre on
Friday 17 November 10-12.

All proceeds raised to go to Myeloma UK.
Bring along a friend or two and enjoy tea, coffee

and home made baking.

mailto:jezthornton55@btinternet.com
mailto:scott@bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
www.bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
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Christmas Wreath Workshop
with The Enchanted Florist

2nd December 2023
at Etal Village Hall 12pm - 2pm

Immerse yourself in creativity and embrace Festive
Joy at our Christmas Wreath Workshop.

Design your very own Luxury Wreath to proudly
display on your door. Tuition, materials, tools,
mulled wine or hot chocolate and mince pies

included.
Price is £55 per person. To book please contact Julie

on 07539040918 or purchase via our website
www.theenchantedfloristdurham.co.uk
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Etal Village Hall

Come and try Pilates at Etal Village
hall.

Tuesday 9.30 -
10.30 and

Wednesday 6 -
7pm

All levels are
welcome and

catered for. Drop
in for £10 or book

a block of 6 classes for £48. To find out
more or to book please contact MJ by email
 mj@corepilateswithmj.com or by ‘phone

07932525400

Private tuition is also available.
Check out

my website - www.corepilateswithmj.com
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Branxton Village Hall.

Followed by a delicious afternoon tea



Let’s Ride!

British Cycling Breeze Rides for Ladies

Whether you’re looking to cycle for fitness, fun, social
connection or to build confidence, join a cycle ride to suit
ladies of all abilities from beginners, returners and experi-
enced cyclists.

Supported by a friendly and encouraging Breeze Cycling
Leader, group rides will be available on carefully selected
local routes to suit different abilities.

Full details of available rides can be found on
www.letsride.co.uk

Rides from Wooler on Saturdays – search NE66
Rides from Branxton Tuesdays or Thursdays – search TD12

Or find out more by contacting
Mandy Hildred on 07731 503587

or email mandy@mandyhildred.com

CYCLOCROSS
On Sunday 19th November, British Cycling will

be holding another event at Etal, with several
classes, running from 10.00 until about 3.00pm.
Competitors will be parking in the Show Field.
Spectators are very welcome.  For further detail

please contact Jim Blythe at
jimblythe53@gmail.com

CROOKHAM GARDENERS CLUB.

Saturday 25th November at 10am

in Crookham Village Hall.

Illustrated talk by Elisabeth Towner

“Margaret Rebecca Dickinson”,

Water colour artist 1821 - 1918

Visitors welcome.
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6th November
The Geology of North Northumberland,

and how it has shaped its history
Speaker: Ritchie Blake

Meetings are held in Bowsden Village Hall, TD15 2TW
Doors open 7.00pm. Talks start at 7.30pm.

More information from:
Nick Jones, Programme Secretary
Email : nicolasjbjones@gmail.com

Text: 07889 509324

NORTH
NORTHUMBERLAND
BRANCH 

1st July 1921 saw the creation of the British Legion
when the Comrades of the Great War, The
Officers’ Union, The Federation of Soldiers and
Sailors and the Demobbed Soldiers & Sailors
amalgamated. Ten days later Crookham was one of
the first branches to form. Now the North
Northumberland Branch (formerly Crookham)
needs your support so please consider joining us
today.

‘To the memory of the fallen and the future of the living.’

Everyone is welcome and if you are currently
serving in the Armed Forces you can register as a
Military Member for FREE.
To join please call 0808 802 8080 or visit
www.britishlegion.org.uk ~ thank you.

WATERCOLOUR WORKSHOP

Crookham Art Club will host a watercolour
painting workshop with local artist

Brian Turnbull,
 in Crookham Village Hall

Wednesday November 29th 2 – 4pm.

Free of charge. Beginners very welcome, and all
drawing and painting materials will be available

if you do not have your own.

We will be painting a seasonal subject, likely a
winter landscape. Brian has done several

workshops for us in the past, always enjoyable
and rewarding.

Numbers will be limited so booking is essential:
please contact Ann Harris at

annharris2007@yahoo.co.uk or
07772 777324.

FORD PARISH COUNCIL

 The next meeting of Ford Parish Council will be held
on Tuesday 21st November at 7 PM in

Etal Village Hall.

Members of the public are welcome to attend.

LICENSING ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR PREMISES LICENCE

Notice is hereby given that Border Spirits and
Botanicals, Unit 1, Cornhill on Tweed  Centre,
TD12 4UE has applied for a new premises licence

under the Licensing Act 2003 to allow for:
Sale of alcohol (on and off sales) 11:00 – 22:00

every day
Representations to this application must be made in

writing by 20th November 2023 to Licensing
Section, Northumberland County Council, West

Hartford Fire Station, Cramlington NE23 3JP where
applications can be inspected during office hours or

online at
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Business/Licen

ces/Alcohol-entertainment.aspx.
Dated this: 21st September 2023

It is an offence liable on summary conviction to a
maximum fine of £5000 to knowingly or recklessly

make a false statement in connection with this
application.

BERWICK STOMA SUPPORT GROUP
Berwick stoma support group meets every third Thursday of each month 10-12 at The William Elder

Building, Castlegate, Berwick, TD15 1 JT.
The meetings will be held on Thursday 16th November and Thursday 21st December and are a place for

advice and support.
Anyone who has a stoma of any type or who is due to receive one is very welcome and please feel free
to bring along a partner. There is no charge and tea/coffee and biscuits are provided. A supplier will be in

attendance with the latest products
Any queries please contact Bobbie on 07714479320

NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND GENEALOGY
GROUP

The next meeting will be on Sat 18 Nov 10 am at Bell
View, Belford. Anthea Lang will be telling a story
from her own family history which she is calling

“Where did all the money go?” It sounds intriguing!
Come and join us for coffee beforehand at 9.45.

Everyone is welcome.
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CHURCH NEWS

Church Services in October for Ford, Etal, Lowick and Ancroft

The Norham Group Mothers’ Union
Monday 13th November at  2pm -

“Wave of Prayer”
- Norham Church -

followed by refreshments.
Everyone welcome
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St Helen's Church, Cornhill,

Armistice Day

Sunday 12th November.
Joint service at 10.30am

then 10.50am at the War Memorial.

St Cuthbert's Church, Carham

Sunday 26th November
Morning Worship 11.00am

Wooler United Reformed Church

Glendale Repair Cafe
Saturday 11th November 10.00am - 2.00pm

The Cheviot Centre - Wooler
Come along with your broken items and get them fixed!

Refreshments available!
Fliss Barker - Church Related Community Minister
M - 07570 594 049 email - woolercrcw@gmail.com

Contact: The Revd Rob Kelsey, (01289) 382325,
robert.josephkelsey@live.com

Service times
Sunday Mass 9.00 am
Monday     9.30 am
Thursday        9.30 am
Friday            6.00 pm

Your contact is Revd. Fr. David Phillips on
Telephone 01665 574240
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Production:    John Pentland, Steve Taylor
  & Shaun Beattie.

Proof Reader team: Mary Lockie, Nicola Gibb,
Kathleen Holmes, Phil Reynolds, Brenda Taylor.

Please send material for the FOURUM (note the spelling)
and requests for the e-mail version to: thefourum@gmail.com
and check that you get a reply in a day or two.
We prefer material sent monthly as e-mail attachments in text
(.txt); Word (.doc or .docx); photographs (.jpg);
Acrobat(.pdf).Please try to keep file sizes small.
For back editions see -
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/ford/
documents/newsletter
Commercial advertising rates are £10 per quarter page advert
or £50 for 10 editions.
Cheques to be made out to FOURUM Newsletter taken or
sent to Etal Post Office, Etal Village, Cornhill-on-Tweed,
TD12 4TN. For payment by BACS email
thefourumtreasurer@gmail.com for bank details.

The deadline for the Dec/Jan
edition is Monday 6th

November. Please send adverts
and copy to

thefourum@gmail.com

Printed by Fantasy, Berwick Upon Tweed

Dates for your calendar

Regular Activities at Crookham Village Hall

Art Club every Wednesday 2-4pm

Book Club Last Tuesday of month at 2.30 pm

Coffee Morning every Saturday 10-12 noon

Knit and Natter  2nd and  4th Monday  every month
2-4pmRegular Activities at Etal Village Hall

Yoga class  Monday, 6-7.30pm

Pilates  each Tuesday 9.30-10.30am

Pilates  every Wednesday 6-7pm

Film. Every 2nd Friday 7.30pm

Regular Activities at Branxton Village Hall

Qi-Gong alternate Sundays  at 10.30am

Sewcial Club 3rd Saturday of the month 10am -12

Film + Afternoon Tea   3rd Tuesday  2pm

Table Tennis  at Milfield Church Hall
 Monday and Friday evenings

from 6.30pm- 8.30pm.              £1.50
Contact John 07970939882

Wooler Warm Hub Starting Oct 2ⁿd
Monday, Wednesday and Friday

11am – 2.00pm
Soup, cake and a hot drink.

Regular at Black Bull, Etal
Quiz.  1st Monday at 7.30pm

November events.
 4th Soup +Roll                    12 to 2pm CVH
 6th History Group             7pm Bowsdn VH
 9th Bingo.                         6.30 Cornhill VH
11th Hand stitching          10-12.30      BVH
11/12th  Xmas Market      10am  Hay Farm
11th Repair Shop             10-2pm Chev Ctr
16th   Stoma Group          10-12  Wm Elder
17th Myeloma Coffee        10-12  Corn TCtr
17th Xmas Craft Fair         6-8pm  Corn VH
17th Creep fit + Quiz         7pm     TillM VH  .
18th Geneaology group    10am      Belford
19th Cyclocross event       10am-3      Etal
21st Ford Parish Co           7pm         EVH
24th Film                             6.30         CVH
24th Xmas Fair                   6-8.30  Norham
25th Gardeners talk            10am       CVH
25/26th Xmas market       10-4pm Ford Est
26th Bossa Kada                3 pm         BVH
29th Art Club                        2 to 4pm CVH

December/January events
1st Etal Show Quiz                           7pm  EVH
2nd Xmas Fair                            10-12am BVH
2nd Wreath Making                    12-2pm  EVH
5th   Ceilidh                                   Coldstream
6th   Ceilidh                                              BVH
12th  Film + Afternoon Tea               2pm BVH
16th Bring and Share                 3-5.30pm CVH

OLD INK CARTRIDGES
and also

TONER CARTRIDGES

The FOURUM can make money by recycling
your old inks.

Please leave them with Etal or Ford shop
or in Crookham Village Hall

To date we have received £579.25
Which has paid for the printing of more

 than four monthly editions

mailto:thefourum@gmail.com
mailto:thefourum@gmail.com
mailto:thefourum@gmail.com
mailto:thefourum@gmail.com

