	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		1st November 2023
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 			Cllrs: Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden(DW)
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT) One member of the public, Clerk.

The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence - Gillian Apthorpe (GA),
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 17 below
a) Website Quarterly report
b) Longframlington Parish Map
c) Fruit trees in Dog Walking Field 
d) Arrangements for Xmas Tree 
3) Declaration of Interests – DL: New School Project
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report - None
6) County Councillors Report 
a) Funding to refurbish the Cobbles in Alnwick had been approved and a proposal for a wall mural on 1-3 Bondgate Without was being considered.
b) Chief Executive of council-owned development company Advance had resigned.
c) Budget to soon be announced with a pledge to save £30m over 2 years. NCC would try to keep front line services fully funded by reducing costs on non-essential operations.
d) NCC were re-affirming their position on climate-change and introducing a number of nature trails through council-owned parks.
e) The final terms for the new devolution deal for the North East was near completion and elections for the mayor would follow.
f) Disappointment that the proposals for the proposed Energy Centre in Blyth would not happen.
g) New Northumberland rail line is still planned for opening in 2024 even with the delays through problems sourcing materials.
h) Following recent flood warnings, NCC to consider flood overspill interventions in the Upper Coquet.
i) Recent village litter picking events had been very successful
j) TT had spoken with Cllr Sanderson who had confirmed that the Hall Hill site was to be protected solely for a new school build. TT agreed to inform the Head and School Governors at Swarland of the agreements with NCC concerning a new school.											    Action: TT
k) TT agreed to speak to Highways about the delay on the alterations to the chicane traffic calming measures on the Rothbury Road.										     Action: TT 
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed GN Seconded DW, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet.  No report available.					    Action: GA
b) GDPR Policies and Procedures. Ongoing						          Action: DW/Clerk
c) Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments. GF
1. Planning:
i. Enforcement including issues in respect of the breach of conditions of No. 1 The Paddock. Responsible officer on long-term sick leave and replacement currently on annual leave.
ii. Cussins Developments & proposed alternatives to the condition to install two bus stops. GF had informed NCC that LPC were in agreement with their proposals for the speed gateways at the A697 entrances to the village. No response had been received.
2. Highways :
i. Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd. Progress was bogged down with road safety audits. TT had agreed to follow this up.										      Action: TT 
ii. Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. Official confirmation had been received that this was to go ahead
3. Ecology:
i. Tree preservation and TPO requests.  Nothing further received from NCC.				 Action: Clerk
4. School Community Project. The Committee had met on 6th October. A number of issues were discussed including the outcomes of the meeting with NCC and also suggested alternative sites for a new school. It was noted that the proposal for the protection of the Hall Hill site for a new school build and feasibility study had come from Cllr Sanderson and not from the Education Department. TT had agreed to write to Cllr Sanderson to request the arrangements for NCC setting the  budget for the promised study. The committee agreed that it had achieved its current purpose and was to be suspended until the feasibility study was agreed/completed. An email had been subsequently sent to Cllr Guy Renner Thompson requesting that he confirm the outcome of the meeting between the School Community Project Committee and NCC. No reply had been received. Clerk to follow this up 20 working days from when request was sent. 	 Action: Clerk
d) General Service review and assessment. Asset register was up to date. Archiving ongoing.		 Action: Clerk
e) Review community engagement . No report available.						    Action: GA
f) Provision and conditions of grit bins; bus shelters; waste bins.  No current issues reported. Clerk had asked Tantallon to reinstate dog bin and seat on A697, adjacent the  site.  The road surface of the A697 northbound between Church Street and Greens the Butchers breaking up.								Action:  Clerk
g) Annual Inspection of Emergency Action Grab Bag  Completed. Perishable Food/drink items had passed or were close to their use-by date. Advice taken from NCC CCT team who had recommended LPC make arrangements with local shops to open up to provide basic items if an emergency occurred and then to reimburse them for any goods supplied. Agreed to ask Carr’s Corner for such an arrangement, as they were both  a local business and one of NCC’s listed contacts. Also, to update LEAP documentation with respect to notices regarding food allergies.				 Action: Clerk
9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of October. None
b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of October. Approved.
	02/10/2023
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	x2 meetings School Project Committee
	20.00

	05/10/2023
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds maintenance Sept
	759.00

	18/10/2023
	Ian Bowman
	Mole control cemetery inv 2673
	70.00

	30/10/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	107.40

	30/10/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	425.40

	18/10/2023
	British Gas A/C 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	22.54

	
	
	Total
	1404.34



c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 31st October.  None
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 30th October 2023
	£

	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	as at 25th October 2023
	Community account
	
	23998.52

	
	Business Saver
	
	36147.43

	
	
	
	
	60145.95

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	
	30/10/2023
	HMRC
	107.40
	

	
	30/10/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	425.40
	

	 
	
	
	
	532.80

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	59613.15

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	59613.15



e) Interim Internal Audit Report 2023/24. Completed. There were no queries arising from the audit.
f) Annual Review of Clerk’s salary 2022/23. The annual incremental pay increase for 22/23 for the Clerk had not been considered in February 2023 (at the anniversary of  appointment). It was agreed to raise the Clerk’s salary from SCP 10 - £12.28 p.h.to SCP 11 -£12.50 p.h., backdated to February 2023.					 Action: Clerk

10) Allotments
a) Management. Two notices of termination of tenancy had been received with two people on the waiting list. Agreed as Plot No. 1, was proving unproductive, to remove this as an active plot and make it into a wildflower community area, to be overseen by the Biodiversity Committee.					                	               Action: GF/DL
 	Agreed to split Plot 2 into two plots and allocate							     Action: GF
b) Maintenance. Confirmed that the PC grounds-maintenance contractor was responsible for cutting hedging around the allotments/dog walking field. Contractor to repair netting to fence on SW corner of allotments/dog walking field.   												 Action: Clerk
11) King George V Playing Field 
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report.  Resident had reported that a manhole cover had collapsed in the SW corner of the playing field. This was reported to Northumbria Water as an emergency. This was immediately inspected and repaired. No other significant issues.
b) Report on repairs
i. Horse Springer. This has now been treated and ready for reinstatement.				   Action: DW
ii. ‘No Dogs’ Signs on Tank Turn. No report available.						    Action: GA 
c) Deed of Dedication.  After further checking with Fields in Trust, there was no Deed of Dedication issued at the time of the conveyancing of the KGV field. Whilst it was possible to produce a Deed of Dedication this would result in considerable work and legal costs. The Parish Council currently holds all necessary deeds and conveyancing documentation and no further action was deemed necessary at this time.
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	[bookmark: _Hlk135130444]23/02192/FUL
	Land South Of Greenways. Residential Annexe and Stable Building
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/03220/FUL
	Dairy Fields North End Farm. Development of 6 dwellings
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02800/FUL
	Land North East Of The Dairy Low Town. Extension, of existing outbuilding structure  to create two dwellinghouses
	Application Awaiting Decision
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02658/OUT
	Land South West Of Low Hall. Erection of self-build dwellinghouse 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02564/FUL
	7 Thrunton View North End Farm. Retro removal of existing west boundary fence construction of new fence
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/03542/OUT
	Roseworth Cottage,. Erection of two dwellings with associated access & parking
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details Longframlington 


	23/03633/LBC
	Embleton Hall Front Street. Re-pointing/change
aluminium valley gutter to lead.
	Application Registered
	No Objection

	23/03928/FUL	
	Land West Of Longframlington Telephone Exchange Erection of new self-build house, garage and landscaping
	Application Registered
	LPC OBJECTS to this application for the following reasons:- Policy LNP1 of the Longframlington Neighbourhood Plan states that land outside the settlement boundary will be treated as countryside whose intrinsic character and beauty must be recognised in all decision making on development proposals. Only exceptional development proposals that satisfy national and strategic planning policy will be supported outside the settlement boundary. New housing development will only be supported where it delivers affordable housing through rural exception sites, or proposals for isolated dwellings that satisfy one or more of the exceptional circumstances set out in the NPPF. Proposals for rural business and economic development proposals, diversification of agriculture and other land-based businesses, and proposals for community and leisure facilities and rural tourism will be supported where they accord with the NPPF and strategic policies.
The application fails to meet the requirements of the above policy as the site lies outside the village boundary and there are no exceptional circumstances which would permit it. 

While the small telephone exchange building fits into the landscape the large scale of the proposed building would drastically alter the intrinsic character of the area and block the visual amenity of residents and visitors to the village.
The character of the area is open country side and fields with views stretching for miles, the proposed biodiversity which we would normally applaud would again damage the intrinsic character and beauty particularly with the trees and shrubs not fitting in with the pastoral nature of the land, the proposed woodland in its regimented form would also cause damage cutting off the longer views and destroying the visual amenity particularly for local residents on the western edge of the village boundary.
We sympathise with the wishes of the applicants but as their land is leased out to others to farm they have no practical need to build on this site and we would suggest that they could create a similar house elsewhere without further destroying the nature of the village.



13) 	Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments. James Kelly (Plot 196) had been confirmed as  vacant. It was agreed this could now be allocated to Mr Kelly and the deed of grant be issued at no cost.					Action: Clerk
b) [bookmark: _Hlk150255796]Memorial applications. Mr Kelly (Plot 196) had asked if it would be possible for him to have an inscription on the reverse side of  his wife’s grave (Plot 176), so that it would be close to the foot of his grave. The marking of graves on the reverse side in the Longframlington North End Cemetery was not considered to be normal practice and the Council were not able to grant this request. Mr Kelly to be advised, that when he commissions the engraving of his wife’s headstone, he instructs the memorial mason to leave sufficient space to include a tribute to himself.  There were a number of headstones within the cemetery where this was already the case.					Action: Clerk
c) Maintenance None.
d) Cemetery Extension. Posts had now been erected to indicate the perimeter for the yet-to-be consecrated ground. Ian Lakey to be asked to provide a planting plan for the wildflower area and hedging for the four perimeters. North/West and South perimeters to be planted with indigenous species of bushes. Southern perimeter adjacent the path to be more formal planting.										     Action: DL
14) Action Plan – November 2023
a) Review of internal policies & procedures. 							 Action: Clerk
b) Allotment inspection.									     Action: GF
c) Sports courts and playground review of condition and equipment record.				   Action: DW
d) FramNews Report  Items to include:
i. Xmas tree lighting arrangements
ii. Biodiversity Update
iii. Councillor Resignation and vacancies (if after 14-day notice period).				     Action: DL
Main Issues 
15) Biodiversity and Climate Change. DL reported it had been a quiet period. Seed from the wild flower meadow had been collected and bulbs for the area had been identified. Ian Lakey had agreed to purchase and donate these.
16) Any Urgent Business 
a) Arrangements for Service of Remembrance. Sunday 12th November at 2.30 p.m. in the Memorial Hall.       Action: GF/All
b) [bookmark: _Hlk150250814]Longframlington Parish Map. The parish map was currently stored in the History Society (HS) cupboard. They were happy to return the map to the PC . Agreed to get the map professionally framed and mounted in a suitable location. First action to retrieve the map and ascertain work required.		 				          Action: DW/Clerk
c) Fruit trees in Dog Walking Field.  Two of the fruit trees in the SW corner of the field came down in the recent storm. The contractor had re-set them, but one has already come down again. This area of the field was very wet and the fruit trees were not well rooted and easily come down especially when laden with fruit. It was agreed to replace the fruit trees with trees from the Woodland Trust that would better survive wet and windy conditions.		            Action: DL/Clerk
d) Arrangements for Xmas Tree Lights Switch-on . Sunday 3rd December at 4.00 p.m. adjacent bus shelter corner A697/Rothbury Road. Tree had been sourced. Cost £100. Lights all in order. Phil Henzell had again volunteered to erect. DW to provide organ and PA system. Helen Fremlin had agreed to play the organ.		   Action: GF/DW/Clerk
17) Date of Next Meeting: 		           Wednesday 6th December 2023 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.54 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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