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MINUTES

Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting

7PM on THURSDAY, 07 SEPTEMBER 2023 ' f
Longhirst Village Hall Lo_nghlrst_
Parish Council

PRESENT: CllIr Peter Coates (Chair), CliIr Bill Climson, ClIr Glen Fahy, Clir Chris
Marr, Cllr Janet Quinn, Clir Richard Tordoff

APOLOGIES: None

IN ATTENDANCE: Helyn Douglas (Clerk), ClIr David Towns (NCC), 11x residents

A Announcement: Jon Mills and lan Thompson

The Chair announced the recent sad deaths of Jon Mills and lan Thompson. lan
was born and lived for most of his life in the village. He served on the Parish
Association and as Parish Clerk for many years, as well as collecting a large number
of historical records. Jon was a highly valued member of the Parish Council and he
made a significant contribution in the short time he was with us.

A number of Councillors both past and present attended both funerals. The Parish
Council is indebted to both men for everything they did for the village and will be
sadly missed.

B PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)
i)| Station Cottages, retrospective conversion to dwelling 23/02290/FUL

All of the residents present wanted to discuss the most recent planning
application. Clir D Towns (NCC) is on the Planning Committee so could not
comment directly on this application, but was able to answer general questions
about planning regulations.

One resident asked if there was any time limit or expiry date after which an
unauthorised building would be allowed to remain. Cllr Towns stated that this can
happen but only where no objections have been raised. That will not apply in this
case because a number of objections have already been raised.

Cllr Towns added the law states a presumption in favour of development; every
application must be assessed on its own merits; and enforcement action is unlikely
to be taken until all avenues for appeal have been exhausted.

Cllr G Fahy reminded residents individual responses carry more weight, rather than
one response signed by a number of people.

The Chair stated that the Parish Council remains opposed to the principle of
development at this site and that the matter will be discussed in detail under the
main agenda. Residents were welcome to leave at this point, or to stay for any or
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all of the rest of the meeting.

Update from Northumbria Police

There was no update received from the police.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS

Cllr Towns has spent time dealing with an increased number of complaints around
verges being overgrown, or conversely being cut back too much. He has also tried
to keep pressure on the County Council to continue its road maintenance schedule.

ii)

iii)

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS:
Longhirst Colliery - Julie Murray

Longhirst Colliery Woods
J Murray reported that the County Council has confirmed again that the woods will

be tidied up and the paths cleared, but there is no timescale for when this will
happen. Residents present expressed their agreement that the woods are not safe
underfoot, particularly for the elderly, and that accidents have recently occurred.
Cllr Towns requested Ms Murray email him the details.

ACTION: J MURRAY

Tractors driving on footpaths
J Murray has withessed more than once tractors mounting the pavements and

forcing pedestrians off the path. The Chair suggested he could take this up with
North East Grains and asked Ms Murray to email him details of the dates, times
and locations.

ACTION: J MURRAY / CHAIR

Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson
Andy Robson is not present and there were no items raised.

Micklewood - Clir J Quinn
There were no items raised.

APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.

Councillor Vacancies - Co-option process

Co-option

In response to the advertised vacancy to replace Peter Lovering, one candidate
responded. Bill Climson explained that he has lived in Longhirst Colliery for the
past 10 years. Prior to that he served in the Armed Forces and as a psychiatric
nurse. His current interests include fishing, gardening and his allotment. He would
like to join the Parish Council in order to make a difference to the lives of people in
the parish. Members had no questions for Mr Climson. The Chair, Peter Coates
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proposed that Bill Climson be co-opted to join the Parish Council; this was
seconded by the Vice Chair, Chris Marr. The proposal was passed unanimously.

Second Parish Councillor Vacancy
The Parish Council now has a second vacancy and the Clerk confirmed that there

were no responses received for an election, therefore this position can also be filled
by co-option. The Chair will add an item to the next Longhirst Leader asking for
people to put their name forward.

3 General Power of Competence - Certificate in Local Council Administration
completed; resolution to adopt the General Power of Competence
The Clerk has successfully completed the CILCA course, but as she has not as yet
received the certificate the resolution to adopt the General Power of Competence
will be postponed until a future meeting.

4 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors are also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date.

5 PREVIOUS MINUTES - 06 JULY 2023

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

6 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)

6.1 Local Transport Plan for 2024/25 - submitted
The two priorities have been submitted.

6.2 Public rights of way repairs - update awaited
There has been no further update from the County Council regarding when the
repairs to the PROWSs will start.

6.3 Woodland Trust meeting - update awaited
Both the Clerk and the Chair have tried to contact the Woodland Trust by phone to
arrange a meeting, but neither has yet received a call back. There is an urgent
need to improve the pathways, ideally using chippings from thinning trees in the
woodland. The Chair will continue to pursue a meeting with the Woodland Trust.
ACTION: CHAIR
7 PLANNING

7.1 Station Cottages, retrospective conversion to dwelling 23/02290/FUL - draft
comments

Members reviewed the draft letter of objection and agreed that the key points are:

In green belt with no “very special circumstances”

In open countryside

No additional buildings allowed under the original planning permission

No action has been taken to remove the illegal build (the ancillary building)
Unclear what this ancillary building will be used for, or the boundary

Comments from residents present will be reviewed and incorporated where
relevant. Councillors agreed to delegate finalising the letter to the Clerk. The letter
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is to be submitted by 15 September (an extension having been granted by NCC
Planning Department).
ACTION: CLERK

8 BUSINESS

8.1 Ashington Road Flooding - draft proposal to take a complaint to Castle Morpeth
Local Area Council
This road floods each winter, or after any period of heavy rain. The Parish Council
is asking for the ditches to be cleaned out on a regular basis and for the road level
to be lifted. Ditch clearance is the responsibility of the landowner (Advance
Northumberland) but NCC Highways has cleared these in recent years out of
goodwill. The Parish Council is still awaiting a decision from Highways over
whether it will raise the road level.

Councillors agreed to submit a complaint / request to the Castle Morpeth LAC.
The draft report was discussed and the key points were agreed:

1. That Northumberland County Council formally requests Advance
Northumberland Ltd to maintain / clear the ditches along the affected
stretch of Ashington Road.

2. That the Highways Department of Northumberland County Council raises
the level of the affected section of Ashington Road (there is a request
currently made via the Local Transport Plan for 2024/25).

Councillors agreed to delegate finalising the letter to the Clerk. It will be submitted
to the November CMLAC and the Chair will attend that meeting.
ACTION: CLERK / CHAIR

8.2 Potland Park Bridleway Access - draft proposal to take a complaint to Castle
Morpeth Local Area Council

Cllr G Fahy attended a meeting with an Environment Officer from NCC and
Advance Northumberland, and a separate meeting with the NCC Countryside
Officer. He has received assurances that the park will be reopened but no specific
timescale was forthcoming.

At present the two entrances to the rights of way on the Longhirst side remain
blocked, some paths are blocked by fencing whilst other fencing has been
removed, the bridle path is not passable, the lack of at least one bridge prevents
people crossing the burn and fully accessing the right of way and there is no
signage advising people of the correct route.

The Chair wondered if we brought two complaints at the same time that the one
might distract from the other especially as the original issues of carbon offsets for
the proposed British Volt factory remain unresolved. The Chair also noted that the
park sits across the Bothal area as well and suggested that we discuss the issue
with those representatives. As Councillors felt that the Ashington Road flooding
issue is paramount they decided not to take this issue to the CMLAC at this time
(though the associated problems at this site will be mentioned). Instead the Clerk
is to contact Ashington Town Council to discuss the issues about the option of a
joint complaint if agreeable.

ACTION: CLERK
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Land Registry documentation for the Football Field

Cllr D Towns (NCC) confirmed that the relevant paperwork has been submitted to
the Land Registry. This will verify ownership of the field by the Parish Council, but
noting that it may take many months for the paperwork to be processed by the
Land Registry. The Chair expressed gratitude for Cllr D Towns assistance with this,
not least by providing the legal work free of charge.

North East Grains meeting feedback
There has not been a meeting during August but the Chair expects a meeting to be
arranged soon.

ACTION: CHAIR

Town & Parish Council Conference on 05 Oct 23 - two delegate spaces
ClIrs Glen Fahy and Bill Climson agreed to attend the conference. The Clerk is to
book their places and send on the joining details to them.

ACTION: CLERK
NALC Training courses
The Clerk reminded Councillors of the courses available through NALC, most are
available online. These can be booked direct or through the Clerk.

BUDGET

Budget Monitoring 23/24 and Bank Statements 23/24
The reports had been circulated in advance of the meeting; there were no issues
raised.

Donation in memory of Jon Mills to Northumberland Mountain Rescue Team - £50
Instead of flowers at the funeral service, Mr Mills’ family asked for donations to be
given to the Northumberland Mountain Rescue Team. The Parish Council has
given a donation of £50, along with a dedication explaining the reason.
Reimbursement will also be made to the Chair for flowers bought for Mr Mills’
widow at £21.

Donation in memory of lan Thompson to Paediatric Diabetes Team at University
Hospital North Durham - £100

Mr Thompson’s family also requested donations to the above charity and £100 has
been given, along with another explanatory dedication.

VAT reclaim submitted - £129.03
The VAT reclaim has been submitted and the reimbursement received.

CONSULTATIONS
There were no items raised at this time.

FUTURE agenda items / Reports from Councillors (for items not covered above) /
Opportunity for Councillors to raise any other issues for information only

lan Thompson Archive

Cllr R Tordoff stated that he plans to go through all of the parish-related papers
collected by lan Thompson and create an archive in his name. He will liaise with
Peter McKenzie who has already done a significant amount of work on lan’s
records. Ideally these papers would be digitised and made available online. The
Parish Council would consider paying for the digitisation if the amounts can be
quantified. The whole project will take some time to complete and ClIr Tordoff
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would very much appreciate volunteers to help with this. This item may appear on
a future agenda.

11.2 Advance notice of possible planning application for Morpeth Holiday Cottages
Cllr G Fahy wanted to give members notice that he is considering submitting a
planning application in the next couple of weeks related to his holiday homes. He
has sent an outline to the Chair and Parish Clerk and is aware that he would need
to declare an interest and not take part in the discussion. If the application is
submitted then this item will be on the next agenda.

11.3 Emergency Planning
Cllr C Marr is still considering the best way to take this work forward, noting that
health & safety guidance may prevent him from proposing some of his intended
actions. ClIr D Towns (NCC) suggested that it may be possible to amend the Parish
Council’s insurance policy to cover some of these. This item may appear on a
future agenda.

11.4 Domino’s Field
The Chair has tried several times to contact the land owners to discuss if they are
willing to sell the land to the Parish Council, but has not received any response.
This will be put on hold for now and revisited should there be a change in
circumstances.

11.5 Public Rights of Way Champion
The Parish Council is in need of someone interested in championing the public
rights of way issues for the Parish Council. This item is to be added to the next
agenda, in the meantime anyone interested should contact the Clerk.

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:
7pm on Thursday, 02 NOVEMBER 2023 at Longhirst Village Hall

CLOSE OF MEETING AT 8.15PM
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