
Present	Cllr M Ridley
Cllr A Dale
Cllr A Whitehead 
	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr E Walton (arrived at 19:13pm)
	Clerk – Miss K L Heaney
Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders 
Cemetery Keeper – Sean Glenton
19.00			
71/23	Meeting Started at 19:03pm - Apologies for absence – Cllr M Barwick apologies received. Cllr John Elliott has resigned from the Burial Committee. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                           SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                            AGREED
	
72/23	Declarations of Interest
The chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest in each agenda item.
73/23	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:
Minutes from 7th June 2023 – 
Item No. 60/23.06 it was agreed to amend the wording to ‘Volunteer Timesheets still have not been received despite the Committee agreeing in February for these to be completed.’ 
Members approved the minutes with the above amendment. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Dale                                            AGREED                                                                                                                                
74/23	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda.
No matters
 75/23	Clerks Report 75/23.01                                                                                                           Noted
Cllr A Sharp reported that he was happy with the Clerk’s report. Members discussed banking and authorising of payments. Cllr A Sharp proposed to keep all the same with Cllr A Dale authorising prepared payments. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                                            AGREED
76/23	Cemetery Matters
76/23.01 Exclusive Rights – 4234 & 4103 were signed and approved. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                                   AGREED                                                                                                                                
76/23.02 Memorial Inscriptions – Were approved by members.  
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr A Dale                                                             AGREED
76/23.03 Cemetery Report & Timesheets. 
•	Timesheets – The members discussed the timesheets. Some members asked for more information on how long each task takes. Others were satisfied with the information received. A proposal was put forward that the timesheets are now adequate. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr A Dale   
•	A counter proposal was put forward to request more detailed timescales of the work completed.
PROPOSED Cllr E Walton  
 There was no seconder for this proposal, so a vote was taken for the first proposal.
3 for, 1 against and 1 abstain so the motion was carried.                                                                                                                                
76/23.04 Cemetery Phone – members agreed a landline is no longer required and the mobile, along with HTC landline number is sufficient. It was agreed to cancel the phone contract.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                                            AGREED 
76/23.05 War Memorial Grave – The Commonwealth War Graves (UKNA Signs) has written to the committee to ask if they could place a sign at the entrance to the cemetery as there are a number of war graves situated inside. Members agreed.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED M Ridley                                                               AGREED                                                                                                                                
76/23.06 Consider new volunteers – A volunteer has offered to assist in collating information from the Register of Burials into digital format. Members have agreed to this as the Register is a public record and this will help the clerks who are also undertaking this task.  
76/23.06 Greenhead Cemetery – Tree Survey. It was agreed that the cemetery requires a tree survey. The cemetery keeper has already made a request for Tyne Valley Woodlands Consultancy to undertake the survey and was reminded that the committee should strive to obtain 3 quotes. It was agreed to look for quotes and ask Tyne Valley Woodlands Consultancy to provide one. It was agreed for a committee walkaround at Greenhead on Tuesday 25th July and the Clerk will email around members on the Monday as a reminder. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                SECONDED M Ridley                                                      AGREED                                                                                                                                
77/23	Allotments 
77/23.01 Allotment Training Report – Noted. A handbook is to be produced with any rules and information useful for the allotment holders. Although it was agreed at the last meeting to only hand out the terms of conditions letters at the start of a tenancy, the training has suggested that it is good practice to hand this out for signing annually.
The committee discussed the National Allotment Society and agreed that it would be beneficial to join so advice could be sought in relation to managing the allotments. Clerk to organise and check that this will not place any adverse restrictions on the running of the allotments. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                            SECONDED Cllr A Dale                                               AGREED   
Cllr A Sharp reported he is happy with the progress in allotments as they have all paid and the plots that had letters of condition continue to improve however, they are still being monitored. 
It was agreed to minute that on plot 31 the shed had collapsed, and the tenant has bagged up the asbestos that was on the roof despite it being cordoned off and being told to keep clear. The removal of the asbestos is in hand. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                            SECONDED Cllr A Dale                                               AGREED                                                                                                                                
	
	
	
78/23	Risk Assessments 
78/23.01 Cemetery Assessments the following assessments were approved:
•	Allotment Risk Assessment 
•	Lone Worker Risk Assessment 
•	Manual Gardening 
•	Grave Excavation 
•	General Cemetery Work 
•	Asbestos 
•	Management & Financial Risk Assessment 
PROPOSED Cllr A Whitehead                            SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                      AGREED
78/23.02 Asbestos Survey Report –Plot 6 requires only the asbestos to be removed and then the allotment holder will dispose of the remaining shed. The other shed only requires the roof to be disposed of. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                            SECONDED Cllr A Dale                                                AGREED
78/23.03 To approve contractor to remove the asbestos. 
The committee has received three quotes and approved MAINTEAM Industry Logic Limited to undertake the work at a price of £920 PLUS vat. The clerk will confirm if a Disposal Certificate will be received after completion.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                            SECONDED Cllr A Whitehead                                     AGREED
79/23	Reports on Financial Matters
79/23.01 Balances, Income & Expenditure as of 30th June 2023 – Noted. 
 
79/23.03 Payments for Approval as of 18th July 2023  - 











































The above payments of £7,026.80 were approved. 
Cllr A Sharp                        SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                                  AGREED                                                
The committee discussed organising a form of delegated authority for when invoices are coming in between meetings. It has previously been agreed that regular monthly payments and contractual invoices should be paid in a timely manner. 
Cllr A Sharp thanked both Clerks for the work undertaken with the finances and reports.

80/23	Staffing Terms 
80/23.01 Approve staffing Terms – The committee approved the staffing terms.
Cllr M Ridley                         SECONDED Cllr A Dale                                                   AGREED                                                
81/23	Melkridge Parish Council 
81/23.01 Melkridge Parish Council – No updates yet – HTC Clerk to email for an update.  
82/23	Correspondence
82/23.01 Correspondence Report – Noted. 
83/23	Confidential Matters: Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.
Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 

83/23.01 Staffing 
83/23.02 Confidential minutes from Wednesday 7th June 2023 
83/23.03 Any other issues arising



84/23	Any Other Matters – 


85/22	Date and Time of Next Meeting – 
Next Meeting Tuesday 12th September 2023 at 7pm 
Venue – Haltwhistle Library – Clerk to confirm.  
Meeting closed @ 9.45pm
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