	LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:		6th September 2023
Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington
Meeting time:		7.00 p.m.
Present: 			Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL),
			Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT)
In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, two members of the public, Clerk.
The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk134090370]Apologies for Absence - DW
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below – None
3) Declaration of Interests - Declaration from councillors of a personal interest they may have in any matters on the agenda: 
New School: DL
4) Gifts & Hospitality – None 
5) Community Police Report- None 
6) County Councillors Report 
a) The Government pause on the proposed duelling of the A1 was very disappointing. The current single carriage road was very dangerous and slow. NCC were urging Government to act quickly on this matter.
b) The development of the new Northumberland train line was well underway with both stations and track being under construction.
c) The recent clean-up day in the village had been very good. Good to see a number of residents regularly keeping the village tidy.
d) The resurfacing work on the Longfram-Old Swarland road was well underway. Members felt that a similar approach to strengthening the edges of the road before re-surfacing was also required on the road between Chester Hill and Newton-on-the-moor, as the road was heavily used and particularly bad along this section.
e) TT had met with NCC education concerning the possibility of a new school in Longframlington. The information he received was currently confidential but looked to be more promising. The Parish Council would be informed officially at their meeting with Glen Sanderson and the Education team on 12th September.
f) The recent road disruptions at the north end of the village had been inconvenient but the road and junction improvements were significant, albeit the loss of an area of natural habitat.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 5th July2023 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record, and signed as such. (Proposed DL Seconded GN, All in Favour.)
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Website: Longframlington Welcome Booklet. GA has plans to carry out this work. The first task would be to undertake a cleansing exercise of existing information. 							    Action: GA
b) Village Christmas tree. Phil Henzil has agreed to source, transport and help erect the tree. As yet a price was not available.
Data Protection Self-Assessment. DW/Clerk had reviewed the previous work undertaken by the Cllrs Malcom Ness Allsion Davies and the Clerk on how we manage personal data and matched this against NCC’s GDPR training programme and NCC’s  & NALC’s GDPR Policy information. In general, it was considered that in principle LPC conformed with NCC and NALC standards on GDPR but that there was further work to make its Data Protection processes transparent. Currently there were elements of how we deal with data sitting across a number of policy documents. It is was agreed the Parish Council produce an explicit GDPR Policy Statement using NCC/NALC guidelines and templates.   		          Action: DW/Clerk
Once this work was completed it would be possible to carry out the following actions:
i. Produce a generic statement of how, for what purposes and for how long personal data was stored. This to be contained both within the Policy Statement and all relevant communications with organisations and individuals. The main areas where personal data was held are
· Allotment holder records (Currently allotment holder details are held for two years)
· Contractors
· Correspondence
· Family details of bereaved buried in the North End cemetery.  
ii. Agree how long personal data held by email and hard copy is kept both centrally and by individual councillors and officers. It was agreed members could clear all but current data (including emails) immediately, as these were held centrally.										     Action: All
iii. Consider how current data held by the Council is archived and/or encrypted. Whilst a significant amount of data has been removed and meeting records are in the process of being archived, there is still a significant amount of data held, particularly electronically that my hold personal detail. It was agreed this work would be better undertaken in-house rather than by a third-party.

9) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of July & August. Approved.
	16/08/2023
	Purves
	Sheila Lamb purchase of burial plot
	200.00

	28/06/2023
	Bart Endean
	Firman Headstone 
	100.00

	17/07/2023
	Robin Forbes*
	Allotment Fees 
	10.00

	
	
	Total
	310.00


	*Likely paid in by error
b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments in the months of July & August 2023. Approved.
	05/07/2023
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds maintenance June
	210.00

	29/06/2023
	WAVE/Anglian Water
	Water Charges Allotments
	70.98

	06/07/2023
	NCC 0093012264719
	Rothbury Rd Traffic Calming contribution
	5000.00

	06/07/2023
	Swarland Home School Ass.
	Donation
	100.00

	07/07/2023
	Gillian Apthorpe
	Expenses - Coronation Event Crafts
	134.66

	17/07/2023
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Room Rental PC full year LMH-2023-184
	364.00

	17/07/2023
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Room Rental PC full year LMH-2023-185
	24.00

	18/07/2023
	Aidan Clark
	Repair Stone Wall allotments
	450.00

	31/07/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	66.60

	31/07/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	270.05

	31/07/2023
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds maintenance July
	202.00

	28/07/2023
	ICO
	Data Protection Certification
	35.00

	17/08/2023
	British Gas A/C 600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	4.10

	03/09/2023
	G Rhodes Reimbursement
	 Amazon Survey Line marker
	10.34

	03/09/2023
	HMRC
	PAYE
	61.60

	03/09/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	248.89

	03/09/2023
	Longfram Memorial Hall
	Room Hire Planning meeting
	8.00

	
	
	Total
	7260.22



c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 4th September 2023. Approved
	Balance per bank statements
	Community account
	
	51126.99

	as at 25th August 2023
	Business Saver
	
	6131.00

	
	
	
	
	57257.99

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	
	

	
	03/09/2023
	Garth Rhodes 
	10.34
	

	
	03/09/2023
	HMRC
	61.60
	

	
	03/09/2023
	Garth Rhodes
	248.89
	

	
	03/09/2023
	Longfram Mem Hall
	8.00
	

	 
	
	
	
	328.83

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	56929.16

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	56929.16



e) External Audit of Annual Governance and Accountability return 2022-23.  The External Auditors reported that the AGAR was in accordance with proper practices and no issues of concern have come to their attention. It was agreed to publish the Conclusion of Audit certificate on the webpage and notice board. A fee of £3.00 for purchase of hard copy was agreed.											 Action: Clerk
10) Allotments
a) Management including:
i. Report on allotments requiring attention following inspection.  The tenancies of two of the three tenants whose plots required significant attention had been terminated as they were unable to meet the allotment regulations regarding the upkeep of their plots. The third tenant had requested that they use plastic sheeting treatment to irradicate weeds which had been agreed. A further tenant had also submitted notice on his plot with immediate effect. GF reported that all three allotments had now been reallocated and currently there was no-one on the waiting list.
b) Maintenance including:
i. Repairs to stone wall adjoining West House.  This was now completed to a high standard and invoice paid.
TT Left the meeting at 7.33 p.m.. 
11) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. The fixing of the horse’s head on the springer was broken. 	     Action: GF
b) Report on repairs including:
i. Replacement/repair of tennis net and posts. Unfortunately, the repair hadn’t lasted long before someone, more than likely deliberately, had broken the mechanism again. The net had been temporarily fixed in position, which meant the court could not be effectively used for activities needing the use of the whole court. It was agreed that the net be removed from the sportscourt at the end of season. There was little evidence of the net being used for serious practice and it was clear that a professional standard net arrangement would not tolerate heavy usage/ constant removal. It was agreed that the net and stands be adapted over the winter months for casual ‘knock about’ usage where precise fixing and tightening was not required.						              Action: DW/GF
c) No Dog Signs. GA presented a mock-up of the  design for the signs to be placed around the Tank-Turn. Some minor revisions were agreed. Following amendments, the design will be sent for printing.		                Action: GA/DL
12) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	22/01876/FUL
	Land West of The Stables Embleton Hall 
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00624/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	23/00625/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	[bookmark: _Hlk135130444]23/02192/FUL
	Land South Of Greenways. Residential Annexe and Stable Building
	Application
Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/03220/FUL
	Dairy Fields North End Farm. Development of 6 dwellings
	Application Registered
	Longframlington Parish Council OBJECT to this application on the following grounds:-
The Longframlington Neighbourhood plan (LNP) Policy LNP1 6.3.1 states that “There are some areas of land within the settlement boundary that could potentially be available as windfall sites for housing. This policy supports the provision of new housing development within the settlement boundary of Longframlington, to meet identified local need”. This application Fails to meet this requirement as there is no identified need for this type of housing with over 150 similar properties being constructed at this time.
The application also fails to meet the requirements of Policy LNP7  as listed below:-
c) ensuring appropriate landscaping has been incorporated into any scheme, including the retention of trees and hedgerows and the planting of new trees and hedgerows where possible and desirable.
g) ensuring opportunities have been taken where possible to incorporate embedded renewables, such as solar panels, heat pumps and other measures to reduce the carbon footprint of the building, including opportunities to minimise energy consumption in layout, orientation, and maximising solar gain.
h) ensuring opportunities are taken to include green spaces within development for the benefit of future residents and biodiversity.
The proposed site plan does not show where or how the mitigation recommended in the applications ecology report could be achieved with the close proximity of the houses appearing to make this unlikely therefore the application also fails POLICY LNP5 - BIODIVERSITY New development must secure a net gain for biodiversity to be calculated in accordance with the Government policy and advice and secured through planning conditions or planning obligations..

	23/02800/FUL
	Land North East Of The Dairy Low Town. Extension, of existing outbuilding structure  to create two dwellinghouses
	Application Registered
	No objection

	23/02642/FUL
	The Holme - new domestic garage
	Application Registered
	No Objection

	23/02658/OUT
	Land South West Of Low Hall. Erection of self-build dwellinghouse 
	Application Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	23/02564/FUL
	7 Thrunton View North End Farm. Retro removal of existing west boundary fence construction of new fence
	Application Registered
	Longframlington Parish Council have No Objection to this application Subject to the provision of Hedgehog access holes in the fence base and that the maintenance of the existing hedge which would be on the outside of the western boundary fence remains the responsibility of the occupants as their actual boundary of the property will remain the same.



13) 	Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes internments.
i. It had come to our notice that the PC should be issuing a Deed of Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial not only for burial plots bought in advance of a burial but also for plots purchased at the time of interment. It was confirmed that Deeds of Grant should be issued for all burial plots.							Action: Clerk
ii. Sheila Lamb burial 02/08/2023 Plot 248 Row 12
iii. Winifred Kelly burial 23/08/2023 Plot 176 Row 9. 
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance including:
i. Report on action taken regarding the prohibited mowing in the cemetery.  After looking at the cemetery records, one family member was identified who was associated with the graves where prohibited mowing was taking place. A letter was issued. Unfortunately, after having spoken to family members this person was not able to identify who was actually cutting the grass. A further letter was issued to this contact to ask that the family be informed that the Council would need to resort to surveillance measures if the prohibited mowing continued. Agreed that GF would investigate further.										    Action: GF
d) Cemetery Extension. Nothing further at this time.
14) Action Plan – July 2023
a) FramNews Report  to include:								   Action: GN
i. Snow/ice teams, gritting and community responsibility for grit spreading.
ii. Adaption to tennis court net.
iii. Biodiversity update.
iv. New School update.




Main Issues 
15) [bookmark: _Hlk120462060]Ongoing Issues with Northumberland County Council(NCC) departments. 
a) Planning: GF
i. [bookmark: _Hlk145426958]Validation of applications No further information at this time as Rob Murfin was on holiday and no other officers could deal with this matter.
ii. Enforcement including issues in respect of the breach of conditions of No. 1 The Paddock.  There had been some confusion on the part of the enforcement officer as to which areas of development were in breach of planning conditions.  Again, no further information available at this time as Rob Murfin was on holiday and no other officers could deal with this matter. 
iii. Ensuring developments are completed to the planning conditions. Again, no further information available at this time as Rob Murfin was on holiday and no other officers could deal with this matter
iv. Cussins Developments & proposed alternatives to the condition to install two bus stops. GF had a site meeting with NCC officers which included a walkthrough of the village to ascertain where alternatives for the ‘bus stops’ funding from the development could be allocated. Cussins were now saying that the costs identified for the bus stops was only £4,800 and not £7,500 as originally stated. Documentary evidence was available which shows that the amount was in fact £7,500. NCC to meet with Cussins to resolve this matter. A possible use of the money could be towards the cost of staged speed limits at either end of the village. GF had provided NCC with up-to-date traffic usage and speed data from the VAS signs.
b) Highways :
i. Traffic calming measures - Rothbury Rd.  The revisions to the changes to the chicanes were currently going through road safety audits.
ii. Proposed installation by NCC of Electric Vehicle Chargers.  LPC had provided its suggestions of alternative sites in the village. NCC had also identified several areas but nothing further to report.
iii. Rothbury Road/A697 Parking Restrictions. There was a delay on this at present as NCC were unable to progress any parking restrictions anywhere across the County as their new monitoring system was not in place, being held up due to legal issues.
c) Education: 
i. School Community Project: Response from Education regarding the New School project & Swarland School GN
There had been lots of email exchanges with Sue Aviston to attempt to find out how NCC’s figures for the site of the new school had been derived. Following the announcement that Education was to meet with Cllr Thorne, little further information was forthcoming. Updated reports had now been received, which seemed to suggest that there was little need for a new school in Longframlington. The report indicated that school numbers were currently down, but the figures to determine whether the school field site was adequate had been based on an increased number of 105 primary and 26 nursery places. Based on these figures the school field site for a school on one level would not be big enough, but would for a two-storey build. The question still remained as to why these revised figures could not have been announced earlier and why incorrect figures had been provided in the first place. It was apparent that there were several instances across the County of much smaller villages than Longframlington having a school. It was clear that in terms of build, the current Swarland School was below standard e.g., being a wooden build there were serious fire hazard concerns and many of the floors were uneven, and as a matter of policy NCC, should be upgrading schools to at least the minimum standard. 
d) Ecology:
i) Tree preservation and TPO requests.  NCC had received an update from the Arboricultural Consultant to say he has visited the site and completed some of the assessment. However, due to the volume of trees to be assessed he will need to return to the site to finish the assessment once he returns from leave. NCC to update us once they have received the full assessment to let us know the outcome and how they will proceed.
ii) Ecology Assessments for Planning Applications. Nothing further on this.
16) Biodiversity and Climate Change. DL reported
i) As per the Action Plan, the annual parish carbon emissions had been calculated, using the NCC recommended tool. By consumption, this equates to 11,353 equivalent tonnes; by territory it is 27,500 and was higher than County and National levels.
ii) The Action Plan had been updated to include establishing a wildflower area in the cemetery extension, as well as a small patch on Knogley Way, where a tree stump was to be removed. GF to meet on-site with Ian Lakey (IL) to agree actions required for the cemetery extension.						Action: GF/IL
iii) The Wildflower verge between Rimside Gardens and Fenwick Park had been very well received. Some seed would be collected, with the remainder left for self-seeding, before being scythed. Signage to be updated, to explain the changes.
iv) Woodland Trust trees would be delivered in October and planting areas to include the dog-walking field and cemetery extension.
17) Fields in Trust: Deed of Dedication & Review of Charges. Fields in Trust (FiT)had reviewed its current charges associated with making a change to a protected site, called a field change request. They would be publishing a new fee structure on their website in early September 2023.  In attempting to find more detail on the FiT website, the Clerk found information that all KGV playing fields had unique Deeds of Dedication which set out the criteria of how such fields could be used and developed. As yet the local deed was unable to be located. It was agreed that it would be beneficial to have a copy of the deed and to obtain a new copy if it could not be located in the Parish records.			           	           Action: GF/Clerk
18) NCC Town & Parish Conference Thursday 5th October 2023 2 – 6 p.m.  Two places for members were available, to be booked through the Clerk.
19) Any Urgent Business - None
20) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY 4th October 2023 at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall
The meeting closed at 9.33 p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
	


Longframlington PC Minutes - 20230906
		Signed……………………….       Date….…………………. 	1	

