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LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

Meeting on:

10th May 2023
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall 
Meeting time:

Following Annual Village Meeting at 7.00 p.m.
Present: 
Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (Chairman) (GF), Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT).
In attendance

County Councillor Trevor Thorne, 4 members of the public,  Clerk, Garth Rhodes (GR)
The meeting opened at 8.14 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence: Dave Wellden (DW)
2) Minutes of the Previous Annual Council Meeting 2021 held on 4th May 2022 – were approved as a true record and signed as such. (Proposed NT, Seconded GA, All in Favour)
3) Chairman’s Report: The Chairman referred those present to the report presented at the Annual Village Meeting which immediately preceded the Annual Council Meeting:

‘The Longframlington emergency action plan (LEAP) is now complete hopefully it will not be needed but should another event such as storm Arwen or any other emergency that leaves residents without power or other essential services occur, we will be ready to help.  We have worked with the Longframlington Memorial Hall trustees to source and gain a grant to fully pay for the installation of solar Power with battery backup which together with the LPG gas cooker we provided will ensure that there is a warm space where residents can go and be provided with hot food and other essentials, we also have a stock of essentials so that help is immediately available. Should such an emergency be announced we will inform residents by use of social media, the village notice boards and through our registered volunteers. We will also work with the emergency services to ensure that all vulnerable residents are contacted and their specific needs provided. The bonus is that the Memorial Hall will benefit from reduced running costs every year.

There has been a noticeable reduction in planning applications for large scale developments and in all but one of the smaller applications the planners have followed the neighbourhood plan (LNP) requirements in making their decisions.

As suggested in the LNP a Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee has been formed consisting of volunteers from the parish council and residents their first major projects have been to apply for tree preservation orders on the woodland in the village as well as starting the creation of a wild flower meadow alongside the path from Rimside to Fenwick Park, both these projects will continue this year, If any residents would like to see similar projects in their own parts of the village and are willing to join in with the creation and maintenance they should let the parish clerk know and he will pass on their details.

Another suggested project was a School Community Project to investigate the relocation of the first school from Swarland to what many people consider would be a more sustainable location in the village. Again, this has been formed by volunteers from the parish council and residents who are consulting with the appropriate NCC departments.  This project is not one that can be assessed against a time scale as it is likely to be several years before this could become a possibility but it is essential that residents from the whole catchment area can agree on a possible site that can be reserved for this purpose wherever it may be as the existing school will not last indefinitely.

I would like to point out that while all enquiries and issues raised by residents are welcomed the parish councillors are all volunteers and our clerk is employed part time so please be patient if you do not get an immediate reply or a full response in the timescale you might wish, also remember that like you we enjoy our weekends and bank holidays so unless it is an emergency please think before calling at these times.

Finally, we still have a vacancy for a parish councillor so if you would like to join us please contact the clerk who will advise you how to apply.’

The Chair thanked the members for all their hard work over the year. GN on behalf of the members thanked the Chair for his significant commitment and achievement on behalf of the Parish Council.
Election of Officers:
a) Chairman: Cllr Graham Fremlin was proposed by DL and seconded by GA. All in Favour.
b) Vice Chairman: Cllr Diane Lakey was proposed by GA and seconded by NT. All in Favour.
c) Agree Cheque Signatories: It was resolved to keep the current member signatories as GF, GN. DL and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  Proposed GF and seconded GA. All in Favour
d) Responsibilities for coming year:
i) Allotments & Dog Walking Area:

Cllrs Dave Wellden & Graham Fremlin
ii) Cemetery:



Cllrs Graham Fremlin, Gillian Nelless & Dave Wellden
iii) Memorial Hall:


Shared responsibility
iv) Rights of Way:



Cllrs Dave Wellden & Diane Lakey
v) St Mary’s



Cllrs Gillian Nelless & Gillian Apthorpe

vi) King George V Playing Field:

Cllrs Graham Fremlin, Diane Lakey, Dave Wellden & Gillian 
Apthorpe
vii) Social Media



Cllrs Gillian Apthorpe, Graham Fremlin, Natalie Taylor
viii) Climate Change


Cllrs Diane Lakey, Gillian Apthorpe, Natalie Taylor
ix) Community School Project

Cllrs Gillian Nellis, Gillian Apthorpe


Meeting closed at 8. 20pm.

Garth Rhodes Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 
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Signed ………………………………….

Dated……………………………….


