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LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING

Meeting on:

10th May 2023
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7.00 pm

Present: 
Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Cllrs Graham Fremlin (Chairman) (GF), Diane Lakey (DL)), Gillian Nelless (GN), Natalie Taylor (NT)
In attendance

County Cllr Trevor Thorne, 18 members of the public, Clerk: Garth Rhodes (GR)
Meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.

1) Apologies for Absence : Dave Wellden (DW). 
2) Welcome & Chairman’s Report: –  GF welcomed the members of the public to the meting
The Longframlington emergency action plan (LEAP) is now complete. Hopefully it will not be needed but should another event such as storm Arwen or any other emergency that leaves residents without power or other essential services occur, we will be ready to help.  We have worked with the Longframlington Memorial Hall trustees to source and gain a grant to fully pay for the installation of solar Power with battery backup which together with the LPG gas cooker we provided will ensure that there is a warm space where residents can go and be provided with hot food and other essentials, we also have a stock of essentials so that help is immediately available. Should such an emergency be announced we will inform residents by use of social media, the village notice boards and through our registered volunteers. We will also work with the emergency services to ensure that all vulnerable residents are contacted and their specific needs provided. The bonus is that the Memorial Hall will benefit from reduced running costs every year.

There has been a noticeable reduction in planning applications for large scale developments and in all but one of the smaller applications the planners have followed the neighbourhood plan (LNP) requirements in making their decisions.

As suggested in the LNP a Biodiversity and Climate Change Committee has been formed consisting of volunteers from the parish council and residents their first major projects have been to apply for tree preservation orders on the woodland in the village as well as starting the creation of a wild flower meadow alongside the path from Rimside to Fenwick Park, both these projects will continue this year, If any residents would like to see similar projects in their own parts of the village and are willing to join in with the creation and maintenance they should let the parish clerk know and he will pass on their details.

Another suggested project was a School Community Project to investigate the relocation of the first school from Swarland to what many people consider would be a more sustainable location in the village. Again, this has been formed by volunteers from the parish council and residents who are consulting with the appropriate NCC departments.  This project is not one that can be assessed against a time scale as it is likely to be several years before this could become a possibility but it is essential that residents from the whole catchment area can agree on a possible site that can be reserved for this purpose wherever it may be as the existing school will not last indefinitely.

I would like to point out that while all enquiries and issues raised by residents are welcomed the parish councillors are all volunteers and our clerk is employed part time so please be patient if you do not get an immediate reply or a full response in the timescale you might wish, also remember that like you we enjoy our weekends and bank holidays so unless it is an emergency please think before calling at these times.

Finally, we still have a vacancy for a parish councillor so if you would like to join us please contact the clerk who will advise you how to apply.
3) Public Discussion Points: GF then opened up the meeting and welcomed issues from members of the public. The following issues were raised and discussed:
a) Installation of Fast Electric Vehicle Charging (EVCs) Points on Rothbury Road by Northumberland County Council (NCC).  Three emails had been received on this matter; two from Ken Bruce and one from Vicky Oliver which raised concerns about the siting of the proposed EVCs and the lack of consultation by NCC. Jim Browell (JB) began the discussion by saying he had consulted with Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP, the Parish Council and Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT). He had received responses from the MP and the PC but not from TT. Cllr Thorne responded to say that he was very disappointed not to have been consulted by NCC, that the village should have been consulted and that they had chosen the totally wrong site.
Cllr Fremlin (GF) explained the Parish Council’s position regarding this project, that it had stopped the NCC Highways work as soon as it had learned about it and had agreed an urgent site meeting with them. It was NCC who identified the original and revised areas for possible sites for these fast-charging sites which required access to Phase 3 power, not the Parish Council. There were only a small number of limited sites where this was an option. These charging points were intended for vehicles travelling through the village. NCC had stated there was no place wide enough on the A697 that they could be sited. Currently NCC were drawing up the design for the revised site and until this was available there was no further action that the Parish Council (PC) could undertake.

Residents’ concerns of the site chosen by NCC included:

•
Line of sight - visibility being impeding egress for residents

•
Hedge cutting tractor access

•
Safety issues for children getting on/off school bus

•
EVCs being used any hour of the day. What would drivers do for 1 ½ hrs whilst waiting for charging? Concerns about 
residents’ safety and privacy and no public toilets at the site.
There were a number of alternative sites suggested by members of the public, including the dog walking field, the tank turn on the playing field and the layby at the entrance of Fenwick Park. It was reported in the PC minutes that there had been discussions with the Longframlington Memorial Hall to agree access to EVC points via the car park to the dog walking field. GF explained that: 
· NCC  were constrained to putting the chargers on land they owned  which was possibly due to a limited budget to undertake this work for 75 units across the whole County.
· The King George V Playing Field as a Field in Trust was not able to be used to build permanent structures and putting chargers on the existing Tank Turn would lose valuable public parking places. 
· The discussion regarding the use of the dog walking field was concerned with a previous consultation regarding slow charging points for residents. Again, this land belonged to the Parish Council and not NCC. Placing the chargers adjacent the recycling point would increase the already dangerous situation regarding egress onto the Rothbury Road. This current development was for fast charging points for which NCC had in error omitted to consult the Parish Council.
· Whilst the layby at the entrance to Fenwick Park was a possibility, it was unknown whether Phase 3 power was available. It was unlikely as Phase 3 was usually used for industrial purposes.

A member of the public stated that the village will need to develop a strategy as within the next 10 years there was likely to be a high demand for EVCs both fast and slow. Fast EVCs use a high amount of power.


A discussion ensued about the use of S106 money to be used  to purchase land for the EVCs. GF/TT explained that NCC 
stipulated how and where this money could be used  and which focussed on using the money for low-cost housing.

TT agreed to set up a meeting with NCC Highways with him and the Parish Council which would require them to include 
a full disclosure of areas surveyed for possible sites (where phase 3 was available) for the EVCs.
b) Condition of Pavements in the Village. Residents were very concerned about the conditions of the pavements. The PC had report this on many occasions over the years and  highlighted this in its recent annual inspection report to Highways. The area manager had instructed an inspection of the pavements and repairs to any urgent areas. However, any significant improvements would need to be included in the NCC Local Transport Plan for the forthcoming year. Any improvements undertaken would be at the discretion of the County Council within their limited budget.
c) Traffic Calming Chicane Rothbury Rd/Hightown Junction.  This was very dangerous. The PC had been trying to get Highways to move the chicane since it’s erection 2  ½ yrs. ago. The Head of Technical Service and his team had met with TT and GF on 17th March 2023 and had agreed to produce a report with recommendations within a month. The report had not been received and the issue was to be discussed as a matter of urgency at the PC meeting following.
d) Road Safety and Public Footpaths. A letter had been received from a resident concerning road safety and footpaths in the village and in particular the need for street lighting between St Laurence Court and Fram Park. As the resident was absent from the meeting this matter was deferred to the Parish Council meeting later that evening.
The Chairman thanked members of the public for their attendance and participation at this very worthwhile meeting. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.13 p.m.
Garth Rhodes
Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 

5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Morpeth, NE65 8AB. Tel: 01665 570347.  
E-mail: longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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Signed ………………………………….

Dated……………………………….


