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[bookmark: _Hlk50905324]Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7.00 p.m. Thursday 21st March 2024
Parish Rooms, Rothbury

Present: 		Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair); Peter Henry (PH); Fran Tait (FT); Alan Tait (AT).
In attendance: 	Colin Hall (CH), Flood Engagement Officer, Environment Agency; Alan Winlow (AW); Clerk.

1.  Apologies for absence None. 

2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 11th January 2024 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (proposed AT, seconded (FT), All in Favour).

3. Matters arising from the minutes not included in the agenda including:
i) Notice board on Whitton Bank. Ongoing
ii) Town & Parish Council Spring Conference  AT & FT attended the conference. Issues of note:
· NCC priority to build stronger links with communities.
· New Bus service: 777 to Newcastle Airport.
· Encouraging Parish Councils to work together. It was noted this was already being done in Coquetdale through the Cluster.
· Major project to fill potholes throughout the county. NCC policy was to ‘emergency’ repair potholes that are reported and then to return to undertake permanent repairs. Members agreed that the second part of the process was rarely carried out at present.
· Fire Brigade advised PCs about safety controls for bonfires and beacons during the forthcoming D-day celebration events.

4. Police Report. None received.

5. Emergency Planning including:
i) [bookmark: _Hlk162604403]To discuss the development of a Community Flood Plan. (Colin Hall Environment Agency (EA) in attendance).  Colin had already met HD and AW and visited known vulnerable flood sites in the Parish. Following this he had produced a draft Whitton & Tosson Community Flood Plan. This was very similar to the Rothbury Flood Plan with the exception that it did not include the ‘Flood Warning Service’ as the technology required a 2hr window to activate, and flooding in the Parish happened within a much shorter timescale. The EA had been very busy over recent months due to high water levels. Rainfall levels during Storm Babet had been at their highest since 1871. The EA’s approach was to work with communities to build resilience. Flooding was a societal issue and they were keen to assist with flood alert planning and working to support the vulnerable within the community. Flooding could happen anywhere, not just near rivers and flood plains. Any Flood Plan could only be effective by working with a network of volunteers. CA took members through its draft plan and a number of amendments and detailed procedures were agreed. AW agreed to act as Lead Flood Warden and would be the single point of contact with the EA. It was agreed that the Parish needed a small number of volunteers to make the plan effective. Members were invited to volunteer and AW indicated that there were several others in the community who had expressed an interest. All would need to complete a volunteer application form, to be sent to the Clerk for submission to CH. They would then be registered as EA volunteers. Colin also highlighted the proposed ending of copper telephone networks. He said that those not connected to WIFI could link into the Starling Satellite system which was a relatively cheap solution and he agreed to send details. He said that Aqua-sacs obtained through Blue Pages were a good alternative to sand bags. Blue Pages also provided access to other flood defence materials and organisations. He agreed to make the amendments of the draft plan for further scrutiny and forward a copy of a resilience information letter for residents.  Once agreed the next step would be to undertake a ‘Dry Run’ of the plan. A redacted version of the plan would be made available to residents through the Parish Webpage. Further training and information events were also available to the Parish.					 	             		              Action: All/Clerk
CH left at 8.25 p.m.
ii) To consider responses from letter to residents. Only one response had been received from two residents who are willing to take part in the assessment of their property and would like to volunteer to clear drains and culverts and/or undertake  any jobs that didn’t require a particular skill.
iii) Outcomes of the meeting with NCC Highways regarding solutions to the flooding issues at Ryehill. Following meetings and discussions with Graham Bucknall (GB), NCC Highways, AW and HD had met with Patrick Smith (PS), Principal Engineer, NCC Highways to agree a solution to the flooding at Ryehill. A novel joint County Council/community solution to the problem was agreed, through a two-phase approach. Phase 1 would be community led and involve removing obstacles from the culvert under the road and to place boulders in the Chesterhope Burn to reduce its rate of flow, and to re-route the channel. Local landowners would use their machinery to assist with this. Phase 2 will be undertaken and funded by NCC and involve the rebuilding of the collapsed retaining wall which runs parallel to the road and the installation of a trash screen/with safety access to hold back debris from the culvert. This would need to be cleared routinely by the community. Members thanked AW for all his efforts in gaining this solution. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to GB and PS.					   			   Action: Clerk
AW left at 20.40
iv) Replacing overhead power lines in rural Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty with new underground cables. Deferred.
v) Telecom on 01/02/2024 with Peter Colquitt re RPC Emergency Plan. Peter had informed the Clerk that the development of the Rothbury Emergency Plan was being held up because the NCC Civil Contingencies Team were in the process of reviewing their procedures. A copy of the draft RPC Plan had been sent to the Clerk.

6. Highways and Footways Report AT presented the following report:
Highways Inspection:
· I have yet to meet the roads inspector after my meeting with Graham Bucknall to discuss road conditions and drains. I will follow this up.
· The verges along the Lordenshaw road have been addressed by the council by pulling the soil from the embankments into the eroded verges, but only from the Lordenshaw Farm to the junction with the road leading to The Gate.  While this is effective and will prevent damage to cars, it also narrows the highway.  The council have also repaired the severe potholes on the section between the Simonside car park and the Lordenshaw car park.
· The large potholes on the road between Ryehill and Little Tosson are still in poor condition although they have been reported via the “Fix My Street” app.
· The significant pothole in Whitton village has been fixed. The council and Northumbrian Water were involved in the fix which entailed several excavation hole to pinpoint the problem. 
· The drainage ditches at the side of the roads still need to be dug out to improve drainage. This has been made more difficult when a large tree fell across Carterside Road just east of Newtown during a recent storm.  The tree was cleared from the road promptly by the council. Alan Winlow and I were able to clear the ditch of debris which prevented the water runoff flooding the road. John Foggin arranged for the remains of the tree to be cut up, but they still need to be cleared from the verge. I will try to recruit the help of local farmers to get the drainage ditches dug out.
· The blocked drains at Ryehill have been fixed by the council which has stopped the road flooding.  
· I am still waiting for some screen shots from Graham Bucknall of the location of the drain gullies and pipework in our parish. This would record this local knowledge before it is lost.
· We have now obtained a supply of sand bags to help in times of severe flooding. These need to be distributed to locations which are prone to flooding.
· The potholes in the Simonside Car Park entrance are due to be addressed by Forest England by the end of March or beginning of April.
Footpaths:
· I have reported the poor condition of the footpath signpost at the junction of Carterside Road and the U4016  using the “Fix My Street” app. As Tony Derbyshire is no longer responsible for footpaths.
Verges:
· There were 22 potholes filled by the council recently in the Newtown area which has improved the road a great deal. However, potholes remain on Carterside Road further east towards Whitton.
· The grips on the Lordenshaw Road and the drain gullies near Ryehill have been checked and cleared.
Seats & Road Signs:
· The replacement seat for the Lordenshaw Road has been installed. Any wood which can be re-used from the old seat will be stored for the future.
· Peter Henry has agreed to replace the seat half way up Whitton Bank with a brand-new bench.
Drains:

· The grips next to the Water Authority plant on Lordenshaw Road have been “blocked” with straw bales. I assume this is so that building works on the site will not cause debris or silt to flow into the stream. They seem to be acting as a filter. This does leave a puddle of water on the road, but I expect the bales to be removed when their work is done.

7. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. Approved.
	04/12/2023
	Business Acc. 70103195
	Interest 
	7.04



ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments since the last meeting.
	12/01/2024
	Rothbury DCC
	Parish Church Room Hire
	12.00

	12/01/2024
	Thropton PC
	Cluster Fees
	20.90

	07/02/2024
	David Smith
	Grass cutting
	120.00

	19/02/2024
	Fran Tait
	Build & Plumb Sand Bags
	81.95

	19/02/2024
	Fran Tait
	MKM Sand 
	58.74

	
	
	Total
	293.59



iii) Requests for donations.  Request from Bailiffgate Museum & Gallery was not approved

iv) Bank Reconciliation. Approved.
	Bank Reconciliation 18th March 2024
	

	Balance per bank statements at 29th February 2024
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	1191.04

	
	Business Saver
	
	2028.28

	
	
	
	3219.32

	Less unpresented payments
	
	
	0.00

	Uncredited Deposits
	
	
	0.00

	Balance 
	
	
	3219.32

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	3219.32



8. Planning: To consider any planning applications.

	Reference
	Address
	Type
	Status

	4/00148/FUL
	Land East Of Tosson Mill Close Newtown
	Application
	Registered. The 8-week deadline for a decision had passed and the planning officer was currently on leave.

	23/03982/FUL
	Rams Wood The Pele Tower Whitton 
	Application
	Permitted



9. Rothbury JBC Report  The last meeting had been very brief. Planning permission would be required for the new shed and the application process was underway.

10. Coquetdale Cluster Report There had not been a meeting since the last PC meeting.

11. Any Other Business
i) Report from Rothbury Parish Council meeting regarding request for a waste bin near the Lady Bridge.  AT had supported a Whitton & Tosson resident to request a waste bin on the Rothbury side of the Lady’s bridge at a recent Rothbury Parish Council meeting. RPC were to pursue the placement of a bin on the track above the flood plain. It was agreed this was an RPC matter and not to contribute to the cost.
ii) Digital Phone Switchover leaflet was received and agreed to post this on the Parish noticeboard if room.	        Action: AT
iii) Elections Notices: Advert for Election Officers; Changes to Voting was received and agreed to post these on the Parish noticeboard.										        Action: AT

12. Date for the Annual Parsh Council Meeting and next Parish Council Meeting: 				
Thursday 16 May 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Rooms, Rothbury
[bookmark: _Hlk64373777]
Meeting Closed at 9.20 p.m. 

Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com
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