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Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting
7PM on THURSDAY, 07 NOVEMBER 2024

-

Longhirst Village Hall Longhirst

PRESENT:

Parish Council

Cllr Peter Coates (Chair), Clir Colleen Anderson, Clir Bill Climson, Clir
Glen Fahy, Cllr Chris Marr, Cllr Janet Quinn;

IN ATTENDANCE: Barry Flux (Clerk), Residents x11

APOLOGIES:

ClIr Richard Tordoff, also County Clir D Towns

A | PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes)

Drain covers - Residents raised concerns about traffic along the main street
rattling the drain coverings and making noise. Concern was raised at
Northumberland County Council not looking at enough of the covers. It was
reiterated that residents should report these at Fix My Street.

Shrubs - Shrubs had been cut down at the bus stop in the village. These were
cut down following a consultation, however there was debate as to whether
this consultation was wide enough. There was some discussion about whether
further planting should take place or not

Blocked drains - Concern raised about blocked drains. It was reiterated that
these should be reported at Fix My Street.

B | UPDATE FROM NORTHUMBRIA POLICE
There was no update provided.

C NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS
Clir Towns gave his apologies for the meeting but offered instead to meet with the
Chair to go over any specific issues where he can provide support.

D | RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS

Longhirst Colliery - Julie Murray

A police incident involving a stolen car was reported. It was confirmed that the
issue had now been resolved

There was concern about the security of the seat / bench and that there had
been an incident involving a silver van in respect of it.
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Issues were raised about the difficulty of walking onto the road through
hedges longside the footpath on Station Road between the Colliery and the
centre of the Village. Pedestrians were having to step out into the road. (NB:
the relevant landowners have been contacted and the footpath is now clear).

ii. Longhirst Hall
No substantive issues raised

iii. Micklewood
No substantive issues raised

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Councillor Richard Tordoff and County Councillor David
Towns

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Parish Councillors were asked to declare any interests for items on the agenda.
Councillors were also reminded to keep their declaration forms up-to-date. There
were no interests declared.

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES - 05 SEP 2024
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were
signed by the Chair.

4. MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere)
The chair made opening remarks which included the welcoming of Barry Flux the
new clerk of the Parish Council.

4.1. Bus Stop Signage Improvements - FixMyStreet ref: 6340584
The poor signage outside the Village Hall had still not been resolved by
Northumberland County Council. There is an unresolved issue with the
printing of a new bus timetable as there is a service time update every 6
months and times are due to change shortly.

5. PLANNING
5.1. Station Cottages - 23/02290/FUL report

Concern had been raised about aspects of the development which had
been passed under delegated powers by officers at Northumberland
County Council. It was understood that a senior planning officer had now
given advice on the matter,

5.2. Single storey rear extension, 1 Stable Close Longhirst Northumberland

NE61 3BE - 24/03145/FUL
No comment or concern expressed by Parish Councillors.

6. FINANCES
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6.1. Speed Warning Sign repairs
The missing numeral on the southern sign had been fixed by Swarco.

6.2. Longhirst Colliery Residents' Association improvement
It was agreed Longhirst Parish Council would support funding for
improvement if there was a reasonable bid put forward

6.3. Football Field trees
The council was informed that £320 had been spent to remove trees from
the field.

6.4. Paddock Wood path improvements
Groundwork has opened two new paths. Work undertaken has revealed
some drainage issues exist, however work to improve the drainage may be
prohibitive.

7. BUSINESS

7.1. Appointment of Parish Clerk - Introduction
The Chair furthered his opening comments welcoming the new Parish
Clerk.

7.2. Church Car Park Island Clearance Work - update
Members were updated on work undertaken. Brambles has been removed
with further work forthcoming. Northumberland County Council had taken
down branches and removed a dead ash tree.

7.3. Relocation of outdoor seating - update
One new seat still needed to be collected. It was reported that the seat
outside the Village Hall needed attention and it was agreed that this should
be reported to Clir Richard Tordoff

74. NCC HS2 highways maintenance budget schemes for Station Road and
Ashington Road
Following prior discussion with Northumberland County Council it was
confirmed that works were going ahead next spring for both locations.
Opinion was expressed that it was hoped that the flooding issue on the
Ashington Road would be addressed whilst this work is undertaken

7.5. Main Street safety and speeding issues

The chair invited comments from members of the public having deferred

this item from the public forum part of the meeting.

Views expressed from the public included:

e Cars parked on the street can slow traffic down, but it was

suggested by some that speed bumps were also needed.
The chicane north of the Village was in the wrong location.
Vibration caused by passing traffic was impacting houses
That in the past 20 years traffic had gotten worse.
That traffic was impacting houses which were unable to have double
glazing due to conservation status.
That agricultural vehicles were speeding.
e That there ought to be a 20mph speed limit.
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Following debate by members on the points raised, it was agreed that the
Parish Clerk would write to Northumberland County Council Highways
requesting that a 20MPH speed limit and speed bumps be investigated.

An invitation for Kris Westerby or another Highways Officer to attend a
future Parish Council meeting would also be made.
ACTION: PARISH CLERK

7.6. NB Clark recycling plan
It was suggested initial signs regarding this development were good and
that concerns about noises / beeping seem to have been sorted as well as
contact being made about vehicles leaving the plant in the wrong direction.
Members would continue to observe the situation

7.7.  For sale signs
All of the signs at Longhirst Hall had been removed. It was reiterated at the
meeting that Northumberland County Council had enforcement powers in
respect of this issue.

7.8. Warhorse Field
Concern was expressed about the possibility of a new planning application,
particularly given new government policy / direction on house building. It
was stated that the field had an established equine history dating back to
the 1850’s and that the area was used during the Boer and the First and
Second World Wars. It was suggested that the area be known as Warhorse
Field rather than Dominoes Field.

8. BUDGET

8.1. Annual donation to churchyard maintenance
It was agreed that £700 should be provided for this

8.2. Annual donation to Longhirst Wildlife and Community Trust at £100
It was agreed that this funding should remain at £100

8.3. Remembrance Service - request to fund coffee morning at £50
It was agreed to provide £50 for this.

8.4. Bank Statements & Budget Report
Members were reminded that reserves were at an exceptionally high level
and that this matter needed addressing within the precept discussion and
precept setting at the January meeting of the Parish Council.

8.5. Precept for 2025/26 - initial discussion
Initial thoughts were given on the precept for 2025/26. Given high
reserves, a cut or a freeze in the precept was anticipated. It was suggested
that ideas for new funding schemes were provided in advance of the
January meeting.

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (for information)
Discussion was made that a chair and vice chair would have to be
appointed at the next meeting following the imminent resignation of Clir P
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Coates. There was also acknowledgement that the next meeting was where
the budget would be on the agenda.

10. NEXT MEETING:
10.1. It was suggested that the meeting scheduled for 7pm on Thursday, 02
January 2024 at Longhirst Village Hall be postponed due to a likely poor
attendance, with it being favoured for a meeting to be held on Thursday 09
January. This will be fully confirmed, advised to members and advertised on
the Parish Council website.

Close of meeting at 8.45pm
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